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CLIMATE CHANGE: 
Methane bubbling up from 
Arctic lakes, freed up by 
warming, could increase 
atmospheric emissions / B1

INSIDE

County seeks to install sirens

ERIK CASTRO / FOR THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Senior Brooke Dengler, 17, makes pancakes while Eric Voegels serves some to his son, Nicholas Voegels, 14, during a fundraiser Saturday morning 
at Maria Carrillo High School as part of the Elevate Academy program, where students can attend and make up their absences. 

Programs take aim 
at student absenteeism

SANTA ROSA SCHOOLS » IMPROVING ATTENDANCE

Project Elevate offers Saturday make-up sessions to teach social skills

Kids miss school for a number of  
reasons, whether it’s fear of  bully-
ing, unstable living conditions, lack 

of  transportation, medical problems or 
family vacations. 

But schools officials argue missing class 
for any reason has consequences, and 
not just on a student’s academics. It also 
affects the community as a whole.

Schools throughout Sonoma County are 
working to reduce absences as districts 
across the state face greater pressure to 

get students to show up for class.  
The state Board of  Education earlier 

this month voted to add chronic absentee-
ism data for kindergarten to eighth grade 
to the California School Dashboard, which 
measures schools and districts based on 
academic performance, English-language 
learner progress, college and career read-
iness, graduation and suspension rates, 
and more. 

“The state has obviously taken a dif-
ferent emphasis and this is going to be a 
change in mindsets for many families,” 
said Steve Mizera, Santa Rosa City Schools 
assistant superintendent of  student and 

family services, at a board meeting this 
month. “It’s not about getting a packet 
anymore, doing 30 math pages while 
you’re in Disneyland, coming back and 
turning that in.”

Chronic absenteeism occurs when 
students miss 10 percent of  school days 
or more, regardless of  whether they’re 
excused or unexcused.

A student who misses just two days of  
school a month can be considered chron-
ically absent. 

By third grade, students chronically 

Sonoma County leaders sig-
naled Tuesday they are explor-
ing the use of  warning sirens 
as a new tool to better alert the 
public about future wildfires or 
other major emergencies.

The county and Santa Rosa 
earlier this month applied for 
federal grant funds that would 
help design and install 20 warn-
ing sirens in various locations, 
with half  the devices located in 
unincorporated areas and the 
other half  installed in city lim-
its, according to county staff.

The project is estimated to 
cost $850,000, of  which $637,500 
would be covered by grant 
funds.

The embrace of  such conven-

tional warning systems stems in 
part from the fallout over Sono-
ma County’s failure to issue 
more widespread alerts to res-
idents in the path of  October’s 
firestorm, which killed 24 people 
in the county. Many survivors 
were left to wonder why official 
evacuation alerts — in the form 
of  phone calls, text messages or 
loudspeaker announcements — 
never came for them.

In future disasters, said Chris-
topher Godley, the county’s in-

terim emergency manager, si-
rens may be another tool to help 
warn people. But he cautioned 
that geography can limit their 
effectiveness. 

“They work really well up 
until the point that they don’t,” 
Godley said Tuesday. “Sirens 
are part of  a spectrum of  warn-
ing systems, and they are not an 
all-in-one answer ... Sirens only 
work in one valley. They don’t 
go over to the next valley.”

Warning sirens are not in 

wide use in the region. A hand-
ful of  fire-prone communities in 
Lake County this year installed 
fire sirens, prompted in large 
part by recommendations made 
in the aftermath of  the deadly 
Valley fire in 2015. 

In Sonoma County, the call 
to add such warning technol-
ogy has been strong and con-
sistent in the fires’ wake. The 
move is one of  several safety 
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Cosby in cuffs: TV star gets 3-10 years

NORRISTOWN, Pennsylvania 
— At an age when other Holly-
wood stars are settling into re-
tirement and collecting lifetime 
achievement awards, an 81-year-
old Bill Cosby was led away to 
prison in handcuffs Tuesday, sen-

tenced to three to 10 years behind 
bars in what was seen by many of  
his accusers as a reckoning richly 
deserved and long overdue.

The comedian, TV star and 
breaker of  racial barriers be-
came the first celebrity of  the 
#MeToo era to be sent to prison. 
He was found guilty in April of  
drugging and sexually assault-
ing a woman at his gated estate 
in 2004 after being barraged 
with similar accusations from 
more than 60 women over the 

Comedian, 81, is labeled 
a ‘sexually violent 
predator,’ fined $25,000
By MARYCLAIRE DALE AND 
MICHAEL R. SISAK
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Bill Cosby departs 
after his sentencing 
hearing Tuesday at 
the Montgomery 
County Courthouse 
in Norristown, 
Pennsylvania. Cosby 
left in handcuffs 
to begin serving a 
three- to 10-year 
prison sentence for 
sexual assault.

SUPREME COURT

Trump 
accuses 
Dems of  
‘con job’

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump denounced Dem-
ocratic efforts to block Brett 
Kavanaugh’s Supreme Court 
confirmation as a cynical “con 
job” on Tuesday and launched 
a dismissive attack on a second 
woman accusing the nominee of  
sexual misconduct in the 1980s, 
asserting she “has nothing.”

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell pre-
dicted that Ka-
vanaugh would 
win approval, 
despite the new 
allegations and 
u n c e r t a i n t y 
about how piv-
otal Republi-
cans would vote 
in a roll call now 
expected ear-
ly next week. 
Like much of  
America, lawmakers awaited a 
momentous Senate Judiciary 
Committee hearing Thursday in 
which Kavanaugh and chief  ac-
cuser Christine Blasey Ford are 
to testify, though not together.

“I will be glued to the televi-
sion,” said Sen. Susan Collins, 
a moderate Republican from 
Maine who has yet to declare 
her position on confirmation.

Hoping for no new surpris-
es, the committee scheduled 
its own vote on Kavanaugh for 
Friday, and Republican leaders 
laid plans that could keep the 
full Senate in session over the 
weekend and produce a final 
showdown roll call soon after — 

Senate Republicans 
schedule committee vote 
Friday on Kavanaugh
By ALAN FRAM 
AND LISA MASCARO
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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 ■ Experts say 

trauma, time 
can affect our 
recollection of 
events / A6

 ■ Trump touts 
‘America First’ 
policies to  
laughter in UN 
assembly / B1


