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A HAVEN FOR HOMELESS IN SONOMA:  
10-bed shelter blocks from Plaza offers place 
to sleep, food, compassion for those in need / T1
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Flood of  
foreigners 
joins ISIS 
in Syria

WASHINGTON — Nearly 
30,000 foreign recruits have now 
poured into Syria, many to join 
the Islamic State, a doubling 
of  volunteers in just the past 
12  months and stark evidence 
that an international effort to 
tighten borders, share intelli-
gence and enforce antiterror-
ism laws is not diminishing the 
ranks of  new militant fighters.

Among those who have en-
tered or tried to enter the con-
flict in Iraq or Syria are more 
than 250 Americans, up from 
about 100 a year ago, according 
to intelligence and law enforce-
ment officials.

President Barack Obama will 
take stock of  the international 
campaign to counter the Islamic 
State at the United Nations on 
Tuesday, a public accounting 
that comes as U.S. intelligence 
analysts have been preparing 
a confidential assessment that 
concludes that nearly 30,000 
foreign fighters have traveled to 
Iraq and Syria from more than 
100 countries since 2011. A year 
ago, the same officials estimated 
that flow to be about 15,000 com-
batants from 80 countries, most-
ly to join the Islamic State.

That grim appraisal coincides 
with the scheduled release on 
Tuesday of  a six-month, bipar-
tisan congressional investiga-
tion into terrorist and foreign 
fighter travel, which concludes 
that “despite concerted efforts 
to stem the flow, we have large-
ly failed to stop Americans from 
traveling overseas to join jihad-
ists.”

Other parts of  the Obama ad-
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Despite global effort, ranks 
of militant fighters more 
than double in past year 

By ERIC SCHMITT 
and SOMINI SENGUPTA

NEW YORK TIMES

Banking on 
water as next 

hot commodity

CADIZ — Gazing out of  a tur-
boprop high above his compa-
ny’s main asset — 34,000 acres in 
the Mojave Desert with billions 
of  gallons of  fresh water locked 
deep below the sagebrush- 
dotted land — Scott Slater paints 
a lush picture that has enticed 
a hardy band of  investors for a 
quarter-century.

Yes, Slater admits, his com-
pany, Cadiz, has never earned a 
dime from water. And he freely 
concedes it will take at least an-
other $200 million to dig dozens 
of  wells, filter the water and 
then move it 43 miles across the 
desert through a new pipeline 
before thirsty Southern Califor-
nians can drink a drop. But tap-
ping cash, as opposed to actual 
water, has never been a problem 
for Cadiz.

“I think there’s plenty of  
money out there,” Slater said.

Real profits may be nearly as 
scarce as snow in the High Sier-
ra, but Wall Street, as it is wont 
to do, smells profit as California 
endures its worst drought in de-
cades.

“Investing in the water indus-

By NELSON D. SCHWARTZ
NEW YORK TIMES
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A World Apart

Photos by ERIK CASTRO / For The Press Democrat

FAMILY OUTING: Susan Farrell, 61, with her brother Brien after the two had lunch this summer at a McDonald’s in Sonoma. Brien Farrell makes frequent trips 
to visit his sister, who has lived at Sonoma Developmental Center in Eldridge since she was 4.

Brien Farrell remembers the day but not the pain. May-
be the feelings are fuzzy because he was only 6. But he 
suspects the wound to his family left by separation was 

so deep he simply “blocked it out.”
On that day in 1958, Tom Farrell and his wife, Evelyn, 

pregnant with their fourth child, piled Brien and his 
two younger sisters into the station wagon and made 
the half-hour drive to Eldridge, just past the village 
of  Glen Ellen. They returned to Santa Rosa with only 
two kids in the back seat and an emptiness that would 
linger for decades.

Missing was Susan, a dark-haired, dark-eyed child 
of  4. Tiny, self-contained, unable to speak and averse 
to touch, it had become painfully apparent she was not 
developing like her siblings.

It was a time when there were few services avail-
able for the disabled outside of  institutions. Even 
Evelyn, a trained nurse, felt unequipped for Susan’s 
special needs. She was autistic and had an IQ of  17. A 
concerned family pediatrician recommended she be 
admitted to Sonoma State Hospital.

Susan would come home for holidays and visits 
but never to live. She would remain forever to her 
family a “Heavenly Guest,” as her father described 
her in a poem that became an anthem to the daugh-
ter he relinquished but never stopped loving with a 
longing so fierce that it turned him into a national 
crusader for the disabled until his death last year at 88. A 
building at Sonoma Developmental Center bears his name.

Separating from Susan, Brien Farrell remembers with a 
wince, “was the hardest thing my family ever had to do. It 
wasn’t done impulsively.”

When Susan arrived 57 years ago, “Sonoma,” as it often 
was called, had 3,200 residents, many of  them children, a 
waiting list half  as long and a uniformed staff of  1,300.

She is now one of  fewer than 400 residents who remain 
on a 945-acre campus targeted for closure under a proposal 
by Gov. Jerry Brown. With 1,305 jobs, the center is Sonoma 
Valley’s largest employer. The state Department of  Devel-
opmental Services, which oversees the center, is scheduled 
to submit a plan to the Legislature this week to shut down 
Sonoma Developmental Center by the end of  2018.

Many advocates for the disabled applaud the move, saying 

With Legislature set to hear plan this week 
for shuttering Sonoma Developmental 
Center, families of remaining residents face 
reality of what closure means for loved ones

By MEG McCONAHEY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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ABOUT THIS STORY: A longer version of  “A World Apart” originally appeared in Sonoma magazine. To learn more, go to sonomamagazine.com.

She was given to us on an early June morn,
This Heavenly Guest that God allowed born.
She asked for so little but gave us so much
By Bringing God’s love to each life she did touch.
Though she may never know us and this hurt we must bear,
We know when she’s near that an angel is there.
She has now had to leave us but our house has been blessed
By this very short visit from our “Heavenly Guest.”

— Tom Farrell

PAIN OF SEPARATION: In 1958, Susan Farrell, right, in an 
undated family photo, was sent to live at Sonoma State Hospital, 
now Sonoma Developmental Center. Her father, Tom, later wrote 
the poem below about Susan, the family’s “Heavenly Guest.”


