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Firefighters halted the spread of  a wildfire in 
the The Geysers on Monday, enabling air tankers 
to be released from battling the 1,500-acre blaze 
in a rugged area of  northeast Sonoma County 
known for raging fires.

The Sawmill fire, which erupted Sunday morn-
ing and was initially driven by gusting winds 
over drought-stricken hills, “had the potential 

to be a lot more destructive than it was,” said 
David Cornelssen, a Windsor Fire Department  
battalion chief  who led a strike team on the fire 
Sunday night.

“It’s looking really good,” said Scott McLean, 
a Cal Fire spokesman who was headed home on 
Monday.

Air tankers played a major role in fighting the 
fire Sunday but were released Monday morning 
after ground crews strengthened fire contain-
ment lines overnight, Cornelssen said.

The wind died down late Sunday and did  
not pick up overnight or on Monday, officials 
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Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton spar during the race’s first presidential debate at Hofstra University on Monday in Hempstead, N.Y.

Fractious faceoff

Crews stem wildfire at The Geysers

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — In a combative 
opening debate, Hillary Clinton emphati-
cally denounced Donald Trump Monday 
night for keeping his personal tax returns 
and business dealings secret from voters 
and peddling a “racist lie” about President 
Barack Obama. Businessman Trump re-
peatedly cast Clinton as a “typical politi-
cian” as he sought to capitalize on Ameri-
cans’ frustration with Washington.

Locked in an exceedingly close White 
House race, the presidential rivals tangled 
for 90 minutes at Hofstra University over 
their vastly different visions for the na-
tion’s future. Clinton called for lowering 
taxes for the middle class, while Trump 

So much for a subdued Donald Trump. 
So much for Hillary Clinton staying 
above the fray.

The first presidential debate of  2016 
saw both candidates go on attack from the 
start, with gentility giving way to hostility 
within moments before what could be the 
largest TV audience for a debate ever.

Clinton said Trump didn’t pay his taxes, 

stiffed his workers and promoted racist 
theories of  President Barack Obama’s 
birth. Trump said Clinton was a typical 
feckless politician who paved the way for 
the growth of  Islamic State, abandoned 
the black community, led the nation 
toward fiscal ruin and lacks the stamina to 
be president.

The confrontation came at a pivotal 
point in the campaign, with polls show-
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TRUMP-CLINTON DEBATE

Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump kept fact-check-
ers busy throughout their first debate Monday 
night as they sparred over their policies and 
records on the economy, national security, the 
environment and their own personal pasts.

Foreign policy and national security
The Fight Against Isis: Trump said Clinton had 
been “fighting ISIS your entire adult life.”
In reality, the Islamic State, also known as ISIS or 
ISIL, began as an al-Qaida affiliate that sprang up in 
Iraq as the Sunni insurgency amid the power vac-
uum created by the 2003 U.S. invasion that toppled 
Saddam Hussein’s government.
It was largely defeated and pushed into Syria 
during the Obama administration’s first term, 
when Clinton was secretary of state. It eventually 
split from the original al-Qaida and rebranded itself 
as ISIS, sweeping back into Iraq in 2014, when she 
was out of office.
Cyberattacks: Clinton blamed Russia for con-
ducting cyberattacks, saying Russia and President 
Vladimir Putin of Russia were playing a “long 
game” here.
She’s right, but the United States has not yet 
publicly named Russia as the attacker against the 
Democratic National Committee, much less the 
State Department, the White House and the Joint 
Chiefs.
“The United States has much greater capacity,” she 
said, seeming to threaten that the United States 
could respond in kind. She appeared to be referring 
to Washington’s offensive cyberability, made clear 
in the U.S. attacks on Iran’s nuclear program, code-
named “Olympic Games,” which played out while 

STARK CONTRASTS »  Clinton demonstrates her  
expertise; Trump casts her as failed insider politician

FACT CHECK 

ANALYSIS » Attacking candidates courted their base

Lester Holt, the debate moderator, takes the 
stage. The second presidential debate, sched-
uled for Oct. 9, will be moderated by CNN’s 
Anderson Cooper.

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A helicopter 
makes a drop 
on the Sawmill 
fire  Monday 
on Calpine’s 
geyser steam 
field property 
east of 
Cloverdale.

Rent 
control 
heads for 
SR ballot

Opponents of  Santa Rosa’s 
new rent control law appear to 
have submitted enough signa-
tures to suspend the law and put 
the issue before voters. 

A local property manager 
aligned with the California 
Apartment Association, which 
advocates for landlords state-
wide, turned in five boxes of  pe-
titions apparently bearing 12,543 
signatures at City Hall Monday 
morning, Santa Rosa City Clerk 
Daisy Gomez said.

Petition gatherers needed to 
submit 8,450 signatures of  reg-
istered voters by Thursday to 
force the City Council to either 
repeal the law or send it to a 
citywide vote.

“The referendum will allow 
our community to decide if  they 
want rent control and allow us 
to have a community conversa-
tion rather than have a one-sid-
ed, failed policy forced on us by 
four people,” Keith Becker, pres-
ident of  DeDe’s Rentals, said in 
a statement. 

Becker, whose company is one 
of  the largest property manage-
ment firms on the North Coast, 
said the city’s law passed with 
“little stakeholder input” from 
the real estate community.

That claim drew a sharp re-
sponse from Councilman Chris 
Coursey, who noted the city had 
multiple well-attended public 
meetings over a year on the is-
sue. 

“This wasn’t a hand-picked 
stakeholder task force, which 
I know they wanted,” Coursey 
said. “This was a public pro-
cess.” 

Coursey said he has no prob-
lem with voters weighing in on 
such an important issue, but 
he questioned whether the way 
paid petition gatherers went 
about getting signatures, which 
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Landlord group turns in 
required signatures to 
force vote on new law
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A petitioner talks to 
prospective signers Sept. 
8 about attempting to get 
Santa Rosa’s rent control 
overturned.


