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ALABAMA SENATE RACE:  
Former state court justice 
knocks off incumbent in 
GOP runoff to fill seat once 
held by AG Sessions / B1

INSIDE

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Thomas Sargent, a former Environmental Health and Safety Specialist at Sonoma State University and a certified asbestos consultant, claimed he 
was fired from his job after raising concerns about asbestos in buildings in the Rohnert Park campus.

SSU to pay $2.9M penalty 
HEALTH AND SAFETY » ASBESTOS MISHANDLING

Faculty members and staff who worked 
in a Sonoma State University office 
building that was the focus of  a whis-

tleblower trial over asbestos mishandling 
will each get a piece of  more than $2.9 mil-
lion in penalties handed down for violations 
of  occupational health and safety laws.

Those 231 who worked in Stevenson Hall 
during a two-year period ending in 2015 
will split about a quarter of  the penalty — 

or about $3,100 each — allotted last week 
by Judge Nancy Shaffer. State workplace 
enforcement and training regulators will 
get the rest.

Shaffer’s order comes on top of  the 
$387,000 jury verdict awarded earlier in 
March to Thomas Sargent, a 24-year uni-
versity employee who claimed he was 
forced from his job after raising concerns 
about asbestos in Stevenson Hall and other 
buildings. The jury found both Sargent’s 
immediate superior, Craig Dawson, and the 
California State University Board of  Trust-

ees liable in the case.
As part of  Shaffer’s order, Sargent will 

be reinstated to his position as campus en-
vironmental health and safety specialist 
and receive about two years’ back pay.

“We are happy that between the judge 
and the jury, these violations have been 
exposed,” said Dustin Collier, an attorney 
for Sargent. “The university can no longer 
deny their existence. We are hopeful this 
will be a catalyst for change.”

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Case linked to whistleblower suit over exposure to carcinogen

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump will propose a 
sweeping rewrite of  the federal 
tax code Wednesday, outlining 
a plan to reduce rates for cor-
porations and individuals and 
eliminate some popular deduc-
tions, in a move that will set 
off a scramble among powerful 
groups eager to protect their tax 
breaks.

The proposal will call for 
slashing the corporate tax rate 
to 20 percent from 35 percent, 
doubling the standard deduc-
tion for individual taxpayers 
and slightly increasing the bot-
tom tax rate to 12 percent from 
10 percent, according to two offi-
cials briefed on the details of  the 
blueprint.

The framework, which has 
been agreed upon by Republican 
leaders in the House and Senate, 

Trump wants tax cuts, details left to Congress

Speaker of 
the House 
Paul Ryan, 
R-Wisconsin, 
speaks about 
the GOP tax 
plan Tuesday in 
Washington.

INSIDE
North Coast 
lawmaker 
Thompson  
not sold on  
tax plan / A2
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By GLENN THRUSH 
AND ALAN RAPPEPORT
NEW YORK TIMES
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GOP drops health bill effort

WASHINGTON — Senate Re-
publicans on Tuesday officially 
abandoned the latest plan to 
repeal the Affordable Care Act, 

shelving a showdown vote on 
the measure and effectively ad-
mitting defeat in their last-gasp 
drive to fulfill a core promise of  
President Donald Trump and 
Republican lawmakers.

The decision came less than 
24 hours after a pivotal Republi-

can senator, Susan Col-
lins of  Maine, declared 
her opposition to the re-
peal proposal, all but en-
suring that Republican 
leaders would be short 
of  the votes they needed.

“We haven’t given up on 
changing the American health 
care system,” Sen. Mitch McCo-
nnell of  Kentucky, the majority 
leader, said after a lunchtime 

meeting of  Republican 
senators. “We are not 
going to be able to do 
that this week, but it 
still lies ahead of  us, and 
we haven’t given up on 

that.”
McConnell said Republicans 

would move on to their next big 
legislative goal: overhauling the 
tax code, a feat that has not been 
accomplished since 1986.

Democrats, who have spent 
all year fighting to protect the 
Affordable Care Act, a law that 
is a pillar of  President Barack 
Obama’s legacy, responded by 
calling for the resumption of  
bipartisan negotiations to sta-
bilize health insurance mar-
kets. Republican leaders had 
squelched those talks as the lat-

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT » Latest attempt at repeal 
falls short of votes; McConnell pivots to tax code
By THOMAS KAPLAN 
AND ROBERT PEAR
NEW YORK TIMES
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Trump plans 
to cap refugee 
admissions to 
45,000 / A9

2nd 
victim 
ID’d in 
slayings

Authorities Tuesday released 
the identity of  a second man 
killed late last week near an ille-
gal pot plot outside Forestville, 
while the families of  both men 
grappled with speculation sur-
rounding what happened.

Thomas Wil-
liam Miller, 46, 
of  Santa Rosa, 
died at Santa 
Rosa Memorial 
Hospital Satur-
day night, more 
than 24 hours 
after being shot 
Friday evening 
near the inter-
section of  River 
Road and Trenton-Healdsburg 
Road. 

Miller had been shot in the 
side of  his head above his left 
ear, his daughter, Brianna 
McAlvain, 23, said. He never 
gained consciousness and was 
declared brain dead at 8:54 p.m. 
and pulled from life support, she 
said.

His friend, Theros “T” Foun-
taine, 46, of  Santa Rosa, had 
been pronounced dead at the 
scene of  the 6:40 p.m. shooting.

The Sonoma County Sheriff’s 
Office led a large-scale search 
for suspects immediately after 
the shooting, called in to 911 

Santa Rosa man, 46, 
killed near illegal pot 
plot outside Forestville
By NICK RAHAIM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Thomas William 
Miller

Months Promotional
Financing Available*24

SEPT 20 - 30
lumberliquidators.com

While supplies last. Product prices & availability
are subject to change. See store for details.

On Purchases made with your Lumber Liquidators credit card from September 20 – 30, 2017 of $2,000 or
more OR 12 Months Promotional Financing on purchases $1,000 - $1,999.99 OR 6 Months Promotional
Financing on purchases up to $999.99.

FLOORING DEALS
are heating up at

Lumber Liquidators’
YELLOW TAG
Clearance Sale! 39¢

sq ft

Prices starting at

CLEARANCE
Coupon Code: EXTRA10

EXTRA

10%
OFF

CLEARANCE FLOORING

™ TM

+

PREFINISHED HARDWOOD

10% OFF!
80+ VARIETIES


