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SF TRANSIT CENTER: Transportation hub that 
opened to fanfare remains closed as safety 
officials try to find source of cracks / B1
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Joyce Arndt grabs a slice of hay to feed cattle out in a field Wednesday on the M Ranch in the Point Reyes National Seashore. Ranchers such as 
Arndt could be guaranteed long-term leases in the area thanks to a bill written by Rep. Jared Huffman, D-San Rafael.

Bill aims to preserve 
ranches at Point Reyes

BIPARTISAN PUSH » 20-YEAR LEASES

Huffman legislation now goes to Senate; environmental groups protest

Cattle ranchers would be 
assured a lengthy future 
in Point Reyes National 

Seashore under a bill written 
by Rep. Jared Huffman that was 
unanimously approved by the 
House of  Representatives, with 
environmental groups divided 
over the issue.

The bill by Huffman, a San 
Rafael Democrat known for 
his environmental politics, 
would require the Secretary of  
Interior to issue 20-year permits 
to the long-standing family-op-
erated beef  and dairy ranches 
in the scenic Marin County sea-
shore managed by the National 

Park Service.
The four-page bill also orders 

the government agency to 
manage the seashore’s famed 
tule elk herd to keep the graz-
ing animals separate from the 
ranches and dairies.

“We’re thrilled,” said Jackie 
Grossi, whose family runs a 
1,200-acre Point Reyes cattle 
ranch. “We just want to ensure 
that there is long-term stability 
for the ranches.”

Jackie and Rich Grossi, their 
daughter, son-in-law and grand-
daughter manage the ranch, 
which is, like all of  the affected 
cattle operations, on federally 
owned land purchased by the 

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO RANCHING » PAGE A2 Cattle graze on the M Ranch in the Point Reyes National Seashore.

Trump 
accuses 
China of  
meddling 

UNITED NATIONS — Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Wednes-
day directly accused China of  
interfering in the U.S. midterm 
elections this fall in retaliation 
for the ongoing trade war be-
tween Washington and Beijing, 
marking a new front in the 
deepening hostilities that have 
threatened to upend bilateral 
relations.

The president made the alle-
gation during his opening re-
marks at a U.N. Security Coun-
cil meeting on nonproliferation, 

BY DAVID NAKAMURA 
AND ELLEN NAKASHIMA
WASHINGTON POST
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New accusations sow doubt
ON TV
Major TV 
networks and 
news channels 
will carry today’s 
hearing when it 
begins at 7 a.m.

INSIDE
Current events 
have some 
victims reliving 
their trauma / B1

WASHINGTON — Judge Brett Ka-
vanaugh faced a whirlwind of  new 
accusations Wednesday that threat-
ened to derail his nomination to the 
Supreme Court as key Republican 
senators wavered in their support 

and President Donald Trump, in a 
rambling and combative news con-
ference, acknowledged that he might 
be persuaded by the testimony of  
one of  the judge’s female accusers.

On the eve of  an extraordinary 
hearing of  the Senate Judiciary 
Committee at which both Kavana-
ugh and Christine Blasey Ford, a 
Palo Alto University professor who 
has accused him of  assaulting her 
when they were both teenagers, will 
testify, Trump said that “some very 
evil” Democrats had plotted to de-
stroy Kavanaugh’s reputation. And 

he lamented what he called “a very 
dangerous period in our country” in 
which men are presumed guilty.

But even as he described the 
charges against Kavanaugh as “false 
accusations,” Trump seemed for the 
first time to acknowledge the mount-
ing challenge facing his nominee. 
Asked why he repeatedly sides with 
men over their female accusers, the 
president said hearing the stories 
from Blasey might change his mind.

“I’m going to see what happens 
tomorrow,” Trump said during an 
hourlong news conference in New 

York, where he was attending the 
United Nations General Assembly. 
“I’m going to be watching, you know, 
believe it or not. It’s possible they 
will be convincing.”

But the president admitted that 
his skepticism about Kavanaugh’s 
accusers is rooted in his own anger 
about having himself  been the target 
of  what he considers false accusa-
tions of  sexual misconduct.

“So when I see it, I view it differ-
ently than someone sitting home 

SUPREME COURT » More 
women accuse Kavanaugh 
ahead of today’s hearing
By NICHOLAS FANDOS 
AND MICHAEL D. SHEAR
NEW YORK TIMES
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49ERS LOOKING 
TO REGROUP »  
Team remains 
focused despite 
losing starting 
QB Garoppolo 
for season.   C1

WOMEN IN 
CONVERSATION »  
Kidnapping 
survivor, 
advocate share 
stories of 
resilience.   A3
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Mom 
going to 
prison in 
overdose

A Santa Rosa mother was sen-
tenced to more than 19 years in 
prison for abandoning her un-
conscious 16-year-old son in the 
back of  a truck when he could 
not be revived from a deadly 
overdose of  heroin and other 
drugs.

Danielle Foernsler, 35, re-
ceived the maximum sentence 
from Sonoma County Superior 
Court Judge Bradford DeMeo, 
who called the woman’s actions 
“especially callous,” the Sono-
ma County District Attorney’s 
Office said.

Family and friends packed 
the courtroom Tuesday to share 
stories of  grief  and outrage that 
followed the April 16 death of  
Brayden George.

Woman fled when son 
couldn’t be roused 
after ingesting drugs
By NASHELLY CHAVEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO SENTENCE » PAGE A2

twinpine.com
707.987.0197

Must be 21 or older to play. Must be present to win with valid
photo I.D. See Casino for official rules and details. Twin Pine
Casino reserves the right to alter or cancel this and other
promotions at any time, with or without notice.

Approved
Lodging


