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WOMEN IN CONVERSATION » 
Actress Davis, others speak 
at conference in RP.   A3

FIGHTING THE DROPSIES » 
Raiders’ Cooper struggling 
with reeling in passes.   C1

FISHING ON A KAYAK » 
Anglers paddle out to see in 
search of big catch.   D1

‘You can’t really overcome it’
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Ryan Wade of Ghilotti Construction Co. drives an asphalt paving machine Wednesday during construction on Boyes Boulevard in Boyes Hot 
Springs. The Board of Supervisors heralded a new investment as a sign of its continued commitment to rehabilitating the county roads.

Supervisors approve 
$28M for road repairs

SONOMA COUNTY » TRANSPORTATION

Sonoma County has agreed to repair about 82 additional 
miles of  pavement over the next two years, a $28 million 
outlay for road upkeep that, once completed, will mean 

the county has given a facelift to more than a quarter of  its 
huge and long-neglected road network since 2012.

The Board of  Supervisors unanimously signed off on the 
project this week, heralding the investment as a sign of  its 
continued commitment to rehabilitating the unincorporated 
county’s 1,380 miles of  road, which had badly deteriorated 
before supervisors began to increase spending five years ago 
amid public outcry. 

Since then, county officials have authorized spending 
$91 million on pavement projects spanning almost 400 miles, 
including the new two-year allocation Tuesday.

PLANNED ROAD IMPROVEMENTS

These road sections are planned to receive some of the most heavy-duty repairs:
 ■ Cazadero Highway (2.74 miles)
 ■Green Valley Road (0.7 mile) 
 ■ Pleasant Hill Road (0.57 mile)

 ■ Todd Road (1.3 miles, 1.13 miles)

 ■Willowside Road (1.01 miles)
Other roads up for some level of improvement include:

 ■Alexander Valley Road (2.56 miles)
 ■Armstrong Woods Road (2.27 miles)
 ■Arnold Drive (2.14 miles)

 ■ Old Redwood Highway (1.38 miles)

 ■ Sonoma Mountain Road (0.96 mile)
Storm-damaged roads set for improvement include:

 ■ Canfield Road (1.2 miles)

 ■Green Valley Road (1.09 miles, 
1.01 miles)

 ■Millbrae Avenue (0.13 mile, 1.31 miles)
 ■West Dry Creek Road (1.36 miles)
 ■West Soda Rock Lane (2.52 miles)

Online: Check pressdemocrat.com for maps of the roads planned for repairs
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Dalia Ruiz, grandmother to Sayra and Delilah Gonzalez, weeps at their 
grave site Wednesday along with their aunts, Norma Gonzalez and Bran-
di Hernandez, at Calvary Catholic Cemetery in Santa Rosa.

Tears rolled down Dalia 
Ruiz’s face Wednesday as 
she sat at the graves of  her  
two granddaughters, killed last 
year when their mother’s car 
careened off the road on the way 
to school and plunged into the 
Petaluma River.

The gut-wrenching deaths of  
Delilah, 9, and Sayra Gonzalez, 

7, were only the start of  what has 
become an ongoing tragedy for 
Ruiz and her family. Her daugh-
ter, Alejandra Hernandez-Ruiz, 
27, of  Rohnert Park, was arrest-
ed last week and charged with 
gross vehicular manslaughter, 
child endangerment and driv-
ing on a suspended license. She 
faces up to 11 years in prison if  
convicted.

The prosecution comes as 
Hernandez-Ruiz is undergoing 
chemotherapy and radiation 
treatment for aggressive cer-
vical cancer diagnosed about 
five months ago, but made 
public only Wednesday during  

a court appearance.
Ruiz, who visits her grand-

daughters’ graves at Calvary 
Catholic Cemetery in Santa 
Rosa almost daily, said “there is 
no more punishment than los-
ing your kids,” in Spanish as she 
looked down at the side-by-side 
plots adorned with fresh flowers 
and personal tokens. “Alejan-
dra was a good mother. She al-
ways wanted to give the best to 
her daughters.”

Earlier in the day, she and doz-
ens of  family members packed 
a Santa Rosa courtroom to see 

MOURNING GIRLS » 
Family overwhelmed; 
jailed mother has cancer
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New allocation adds to ongoing commitment of improving street network
By J.D. MORRIS
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GOP tax  
plan will 
hit state  
hard

WASHINGTON — Many Cal-
ifornians face a big financial hit 
under the Republican tax plan, 
which would eliminate a ma-
jor tax break that benefits state 
residents more than those any-
where else in the U.S.

The federal deduction for 
state and local taxes allowed 
Californians to reduce their tax-
able income by 
$101 billion in 
2014, according 
to an analysis 
by the nonpar-
tisan Tax Foun-
dation.

The tax out-
line released 
W e d n e s d a y 
by President 
Donald Trump 
and top congressional Repub-
licans would ax the break, 
which largely benefits residents 
in states that are Democratic 
strongholds.

“Republicans in Washing-
ton have once again zeroed in 
on California to punish us and 
make our state the single big-
gest loser in their reckless tax 
scheme,” said state Senate Pres-
ident Pro Tem Kevin de Leon, a 
Democrat.

U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, 
D-California, said the elimina-
tion of  the deduction was one 
reason the plan was a “nonstart-
er” for her.

“I don’t believe California 
should suffer in order for Pres-
ident Trump to give tax cuts to 
the rich,” she said.

The plan also left open the 
possibility of  another big hit: 
new limits on the deduction for 
home mortgage interest, which 
would have a greater effect 
on states with higher housing 
costs, such as California and 
New York.

Homeowners now can deduct 
interest paid on as much as $1 

KEY BREAKS » State,  
local deductions and 
mortgage interest on line
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