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Public 
lands 
fund to 
expire

A federal fund that has chan-
neled billions of  dollars into 
acquisition and development of  
public lands across the coun-
try — including beloved local 
landmarks like Trione-Annadel 
State Park, Goat Rock and Steel-
head Beach — 
is set to expire 
Sunday after 53 
years, despite 
a nationwide 
rallying cry in 
support of  its 
re a u t h o r i z a-
tion.

First estab-
lished in 1965 
through con-
gressional act, 
the Land and 
Water Conser-
vation Fund 
has been a fre-
quent source of  
needed funds 
by national, 
state and local 
governments 
and conserva-
tion agencies.

Funded pri-
marily by a 
small cut of  
royalties col-
lected from 
private companies through off-
shore oil and gas exploration 
leases, it has contributed to ev-
erything from the acquisition of  
national parklands to construc-
tion of  ballfields and swimming 
pools in places like Rohnert 
Park and Sebastopol.

The fund is a “phenomenally 
important funding source for 
conservation in this county,” 
said Melanie Parker, assistant 
director of  Sonoma County Re-
gional Parks. “It’s one of  a hand-
ful of  really critical state and 
federal funding sources.”

But after years of  congres-
sional wrangling over efforts to 
make it permanent, it appears 
the fund will expire Sunday, 
though there remains some 
possibility Congress later could 
revive it, said Jonathan Asher, 
senior government relations 
representative with The Wilder-
ness Society.

North Coast Reps. Mike 
Thompson and Jared Huffman, 
frequent champions of  the act, 
are among the bipartisan sup-
porters of  its extension, bol-
stered by conservation and 
recreational interests around 

US conservation monies 
helped acquire many 
North Bay open spaces
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Thompson

Jared
Huffman
North Bay law-
makers support 
extension of 
federal funding 
to acquire public 
land. 

CHRISTINE BLASEY FORD ON HER ASSAULT

“I believed he was going to rape me … 
I thought that Brett was accidentally 
going to kill me.”

BRETT KAVANAUGH DENYING ALLEGATIONS

“I was not at the party described by 
Dr. Ford … This confirmation process 
has become a national disgrace.”

Study: Arts hit hard in 2017 blazes 

Since last year’s wildfires, 
more than half  of  the North 
Bay’s arts organizations have 
lost income, nearly two thirds of  
the artists affected by the fires 
saw their studios completely 
destroyed and nearly of  quarter 
of  those artists lost not only stu-

dios, but their homes as well.
A report issued this month by 

Northern California Grantmak-
ers — a San Francisco-based 
organization that coordinates 
funding for nonprofits, govern-
ment and business to address 
regional social issues — con-
cludes that the North Bay arts 
community has been profound-
ly and disproportionately im-
pacted by the fires.

“It was difficult — no doubt 
about it. I shed tears,” said Sono-
ma County painter Bill Gittins, 
whose home and studio near 

Paradise Ridge Winery were 
burned to the ground, destroy-
ing his catalog of  146 oil paint-
ings, some dating back 30 years.

“My studio was in my home,” 
he said. “In business terms, 
it put me out of  work for 6 to 8 
weeks, but there are people who 
haven’t even started yet.” 

Since February, Gittins has 
been using a studio space at the 
Fulton Crossing artisan cen-
ter. The 32-page report, titled 
“North Bay Fires and the Arts: 

FIRE RECOVERY » High 
impact found on studios, 
collections, careers
By DAN TAYLOR
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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BILL GITTINS

Sonoma County painter Bill Gittins, lost his home and studio near Para-
dise Ridge Winery last year, destroying his collection of 146 oil paintings, 
some dating back 30 years.
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Christine Blasey Ford, left, testifies before the Senate Judiciary Committee. Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh denies the allegations.

Hearing fraught 
with grief, anger

Kavanaugh, 
Ford tearful 
in testimony

WASHINGTON — The most conse-
quential Supreme Court opening in a 
generation gave rise to the most bitter 
Senate hearing in memory Thursday, 
as California professor Christine Bla-
sey Ford accused Judge Brett Kavana-
ugh of  sexually assaulting her when 
both were teenagers and Kavanaugh 
angrily assailed Democrats for push-
ing what he said were false charges to 
“blow me up and take me down.”

The day began with an emotional 
punch as a self-described “terrified” 

Ford, her voice shaking at times, de-
scribed in stark detail being pinned on 
a bed by a drunk Kavanaugh at a high 
school gathering.

Hours later, the drama escalated 
as a seething Kavanaugh faced the 
Senate Judiciary Committee from the 
same chair and adamantly denied her 
charges.

By ROBERT BARNES, SEUNG MIN 
KIM AND ELISE VIEBECK
WASHINGTON POST
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Sen. Dianne Feinstein, right, D-California, speaks during the 
Senate Judiciary Committee hearing Thursday.

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colora-
do — Travelers on airplanes cried 
as they watched it on their seatback 
televisions. College students holed 
up all day at library computers 
and streamed it on their phones, 
drowning out their lectures. 
Friends sat together, stunned and 
still, on living room couches. Tele-
vision screens at nail salons, sports 
bars and hotel lobbies were tuned 
to nothing else.

All day Thursday, through eight 

On planes, in 
bars, a nation 
is transfixed
By JACK HEALY 
AND FARAH STOCKMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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