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THE ART 
OF THE PITCH

Scientists: Water still flows on Mars
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Middletown Middle School students meet on the athletic fields to discuss the Valley fire after returning to school Monday.

Surreal return

Students, staff at Middletown schools share hugs, tears 
and tales of loss on their first day back since Valley fire began

Vladimir Putin and Barack 
Obama met Monday.

Obama, 
Putin 
talks 
tense

UNITED NATIONS — Pres-
ident Barack Obama and Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin 
laid out sharply competing vi-
sions on Monday about how to 
tackle the ongoing conflicts in 
Syria and elsewhere in the Mid-
dle East, with each blaming the 
other for the region’s turmoil 
even as they signaled a willing-
ness to address it together.

In speeches to the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly less than two 
hours apart, each leader said 
he embraced a foreign policy 
approach that respects interna-
tional norms that are essential 
to global stability. Later in the 
day, the two met privately to 
hash out their differences and 
to see whether there was room 
for cooperation. The closed-
door session lasted more than 
an hour and a half, ending just 
before Obama was scheduled to 
host a reception for delegates.

After the session, Putin left 
for Moscow. In brief  remarks 
to Russian reporters, he de-
scribed relations between the 
two countries as “regretfully at 
a rather low level” due to U.S. 
resistance but said that “we now 
have an understanding that our 
work needs to be strengthened, 

When Middletown High School reopened 
Monday, more than two weeks after the 
raging Valley fire burned within a block 

of  the campus and forced the suspension of  classes, 
the acrid odor of  smoke and soot still hung in its 
courtyard. The gym was closed while the cleanup 
was finished.

Three school district counselors approached the 
principal, Bill Roderick, who was observing his 
students — nearly all of  whom had been at least 
temporarily displaced by the wildfire that burned 
at least 1,280 homes in Lake County — as they 
trickled in and reunited, many with hugs, some 
with tears.

A special area had been set up for the counselors 
to work with students, Roderick said, along with 
two private rooms.

TURN TO MARS, PAGE A7

It’s one of  the most intriguing questions 
in science: Could life exist on Mars today?

On Monday came an answer: Yes, quite 
possibly.

Scientists using observations from NA-
SA’s Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter said 
they’ve found powerful evidence that 
briny water routinely flows on the Mar-
tian surface.

This particular water source is so salty 

that it would likely be too harsh for life as 
we know it, scientists said. But the reve-
lation, described in the journal Nature 
Geoscience, strengthens the potential 
for life on our rust-hued neighbor — not 
just during its wetter past but also its arid 
present, experts said.

“It suggests that it would be possible 
for there to be life today on Mars,” said 
John Grunsfeld, associate administrator 
of  NASA’s Science Mission Directorate in 
Washington, D.C.

Researchers haven’t spied the water 
directly. Instead, they detected hydrated 
salts that wax and wane in a pattern that 
serves as a smoking gun for liquid water.
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Middletown High School senior Ryann Rockwell puts a note 
on the board during her first-period class Monday.
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Discovery of salty rivulets boosts 
odds of life on the red planet

By JULIET EILPERIN 
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WASHINGTON POST

Leaders trade barbs over 
Syrian crisis but signal that 

there’s room for cooperation 

NASA 

‘FANTASTIC’ 
FIND:  This 
photo taken from 
NASA’s Mars 
Reconnaissance 
Orbiter shows 
dark, narrow 
streaks that 
scientists believe 
were caused by 
flowing streams 
of salty water. 

INSIDE

SANTA ROSA
High 78, Low 47

THE WEATHER, B8

Business C6
Cohn C1
Comics B6
Crossword B7
Editorial B4

Obituaries B3
Padecky C1
Smith B1`
State news A4
TV C5

©2015 The Press Democrat

‘DAILY SHOW’ DEBUT: South 
African comic Noah pays 
tribute to predecessor 
as he takes over / A2

Judy Jordan back in wine business

After selling her J Vineyards and 
Winery earlier this year, Judy Jordan 
is back again in the wine industry but 
with a much different focus this time, 
using her expertise to shine a spotlight 
on mentoring youth rather than nav-
igating supermarket shelves and bot-
tling lines.

Using funds from the sale of  her 
Healdsburg winery, Jordan this month 
purchased two Oregon vineyards and 
last week closed on the Sage Canyon 
Ranch in St. Helena, which was owned 
by culinary entrepreneur Pat Kuleto. 
Those vineyards will be placed under 
a new Santa Rosa company, The Capra 
Co., which in turn will fund a nonprof-
it arm to mentor youth ages 13 to 17. 
Financial terms were not released.

 “Owning J was an entrepreneur’s 
dream and I could not be more proud of  
and grateful to the people, the wines and 
the devoted following that made it what 
it is today,” Jordan said in a statement.

 “My next act will be focused on 
combining my love of  the land with 
my passion for mentoring.”

Jordan’s announcement marks a 
quick return to the local industry that 
she grew up around. Her parents, Tom 
and Sally Jordan, founded Jordan 
Winery in the Alexander Valley in 
1972. At 25, Judy Jordan broke away 
from her father and launched her own 
sparkling wine brand, which later re-
ceived acclaim from wine critics. She 
went on to purchase additional vine-
yards and maintain them throughout 
the 2008 financial crisis.
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Judy 
Jordan
Latest endeavor 
will combine “my 
love of the land 
with my passion 
for mentoring.”

Former owner of J Vineyards buys 
Oregon, St. Helena vineyards to 
fund program to mentor teens


