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POT AT THE POLLS: With 
nine states considering pot 
measures, this is closest 
US has come to a national 
referendum on issue / B1
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COSTLY LOSS » Giants fall 
farther behind Mets after  
2-0 loss to Rockies.  C1

SNEAK PEAK AT LUXURY » 
Graton Resort in RP offers  
look inside its new hotel.  B8

ENDURING BEAUTY » The Lost 
Coast offers scenic views  
and camping solitude.  D1

State suspends ties with Wells Fargo

Citing Wells Fargo’s “venal abuse of  its 
customers,” the California treasurer took 
the unusual step on Wednesday of  suspend-
ing many of  its ties with the San Francisco 
bank as it continues to reel from the scandal 
over the creation of  as many as 2 million un-

authorized bank and credit card accounts.
The state treasurer, John Chiang, said he 

was suspending Wells Fargo’s “most highly 
profitable business relationships” with the 
state for at least a year, including the lucra-
tive business of  underwriting certain Cali-
fornia municipal bonds.

On Tuesday alone, he said, he had pulled 
Wells Fargo off two large municipal bond 
deals.

“How can I continue to entrust the pub-
lic’s money to an organization which has 

shown such little regard for the legions of  
Californians who placed their financial 
well-being in its care?” Chiang wrote in a 
letter on Wednesday to the bank’s chairman 
and chief  executive, John G. Stumpf, and 
the bank’s board members.

Chiang said he was also suspending mak-
ing any additional investments in Wells Far-
go securities and would suspend the bank’s 
work as a broker-dealer hired to buy invest-

By MICHAEL CORKERY AND STACY COWLEY
NEW YORK TIMES
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Municipal bond underwriting 
ended in light of bank scandal

Obama’s 
veto on 
9/11 bill 
rejected

WASHINGTON — Congress 
on Wednesday voted over-
whelmingly to override a veto 
by President Barack Obama for 

the first time, 
passing into 
law a bill that 
would allow 
the families of  
those killed in 
the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorist 
attacks to sue 
Saudi Arabia 
for any role in 
the plot. 

Democrats in large numbers 
joined with Republicans to de-
liver a remarkable rebuke to the 
president. The 97-1 vote in the 
Senate and the 348-77 vote in the 
House displayed the enduring 
power of  the Sept. 11 families in 
Washington and the diminish-
ing influence here of  the Saudi 
government.

The new law, enacted over the 
fierce objections of  the White 
House, immediately alters the 
legal landscape. U.S. courts 
could seize Saudi assets to pay 
for any judgment obtained by 
the Sept. 11 families, while Sau-

By JENNIFER STEINHAUER 
AND MARK MAZZETTI 
NEW YORK TIMES

In a first, Congress votes 
for override to let families 
to sue Saudi Arabia 
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President 
Barack Obama

Fire investigators suspect a cigarette 
flicked out the window of  a passing ve-
hicle started a fire that ignited the grass 
and eucalyptus trees along Highway 101 
Tuesday before tearing through a Peta-
luma neighborhood, burning 14 homes 
and causing an estimated $1.5 million in 
damage.

Four homes were destroyed by flames. 
Many families who lived in 10 addition-
al houses damaged by the fire were at 
least temporarily displaced by the acrid 
stench of  smoke in the neighborhood of  
modest single-story homes along Stuart 
Drive whose backyards abut the high-
way.

One day after the fire, families and 
neighbors Wednesday gathered to assess 
the damage and pick through the rub-
ble for mementos in their tucked-away 
east Petaluma neighborhood. Many peo-

Tossed cigarette suspected in blaze
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PETALUMA » Investigators 
track origin to Highway 101 exit
By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Resident Bill 
Folla salvages 

family pictures 
Wednesday 

from his home 
that was 

gutted after 
a brush fire 

tore through 
a eucalyptus 
grove along 

Highway 101.

CLAYTON  
FIRE UPDATE
Lower Lake starts 
the long process 
of cleaning up 
as CalRecycle  
makes plans  
to start removing 
debris in  
mid-October / A3
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Antonio Cervantes of Munselle Vineyards drives a mechanical harvester over rows of vines while Luis Sanchez sits by the conveyor belt to remove 
grape leaves during a night harvest of cabernet sauvignon grapes at Stone Ranch vineyard Wednesday in Alexander Valley in Geyserville.

Heat speeds harvest

The recent heat spike has kicked 
the North Coast grape harvest 
into overdrive as growers near the 

finish line of  the season with a crop that 
is again earlier than usual and yields ex-
pected to be near the historical average.

“Over the last week, the heat has 
definitely pushed the ripening and re-
ally condensed our harvest timeline,” 
said Karissa Kruse, president of  the 

Sonoma County Winegrowers, the 
trade group that represents most local 
grape growers.

About 80 percent of  the grapes in the 
county have been picked, Kruse esti-
mated on Wednesday. Fruit typical-
ly picked later in the season, such as 
cabernet sauvignon and merlot in the 
Alexander Valley, could be done by the 
end of  next week. 

Harvest should be completed in the 
county by mid-October, two weeks ear-
lier than usual for a season that tradi-
tionally wraps up around Halloween, 
she said. From start to finish, most 
local growers took an average of  six 

2016 vintage looking good, 
with 80 percent of fruit 
already picked in Sonoma 
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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WINE INDUSTRY » GRAPE-PICKING AHEAD OF SCHEDULE

Luis Sanchez of Munselle Vineyards rides on the 
trailer catching cabernet sauvignon grapes as they 
fall from the chute of a mechanical harvester.


