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BREACH INVESTIGATED: 
Another blow to Facebook 
as company says hackers 
exposed personal info on 
50 million users / B1

INSIDE

FBI to investigate judge further
INSIDE

 ■ Sexual 
assault survivors 
confront Sen. Jeff 
Flake of Arizona 
on camera A2

 ■ Rape crisis 
center has 
received more 
calls since 
Christine Blasey 
Ford came 
forward A3

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump on Friday ordered the 
FBI to reopen the investigation of  
Supreme Court nominee Brett Ka-
vanaugh’s background, a stunning 
turnaround in an emotional battle 

over sexual assault 
allegations that has 
shaken the Senate 
and reverberated 
across the country.

The dramatic de-
velopments capped 
an extraordinary 
day on Capitol Hill, 
which began with 
a sense of  momen-

tum for Kavanaugh but then sharp-
ly changed when one of  Trump’s 
fiercest Republican critics, Sen. Jeff 
Flake of  Arizona, who at first en-

dorsed the nominee, emerged from 
a private meeting with Democrats to 
call for a renewed inquiry into mis-
conduct allegations.

Flake’s move puts in doubt the fate 
of  Kavanaugh, who has in recent 
days drawn strong support from 
Trump and other top Republicans, 
but now faces another week of  scru-
tiny and must watch as senators in 
both parties endure mounting pres-
sure from their respective bases to 
either rally to his side or block his 
confirmation.

The delay once again thrusts the 

FBI, an increasing target of  Trump’s 
ire, into the center of  a politically 
charged controversy in the #MeToo 
period.

Flake was soon joined by Sens. 
Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, and Su-
san Collins, R-Maine, and hailed by 
Democrats for forcing a one-week 
delay in the nomination process to 
allow for the federal inquiry.

“There’s lingering doubt out there 
among a lot of  people that we haven’t 
taken every measure that we should 

SUPREME COURT » Trump 
orders agency to look into 
sexual assault allegations
By SEUNG MIN KIM, JOHN  
WAGNER AND JOSH DAWSEY
WASHINGTON POST
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Brett  
Kavanaugh
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SOMBER REFLECTION: During a moment to honor survivors of the October wildfires, participants end a ceremony Sunday by gathering beneath a Jewish talit to 
receive a rabbi’s blessing at Congregation Shomrei Torah in Santa Rosa.

Families Recall 
Loved Ones Lost

Survivors mark a year of grief: ‘There’s no rebuilding’ the lives of victims

George Powell’s dogs 
have been a lifeline 
during the worst year 

of  his life. 
They’re working dogs — 

border collies — and he has 
turned to them and the herd-
ing bred into their bloodline 
as a salve for the terrible loss 
inflicted on him in last Octo-
ber’s wildfires. 

“Working out there in the middle of  
the field with just your dog and a few 
head of  sheep is really therapeutic,” 
Powell said. “You have a partnership 
going on. It’s not just the dog doing 
something, it’s not just you doing some-
thing. You have to work together. It takes 
me out of  my pain.”

George and Lynne Anderson Powell 
lived on Blue Ridge Trail, at the western 
edge of  the canyon leading up the Mark 
West Creek corridor. When the Tubbs 
fire came roaring down the drainage 
from Napa County last October, Lynne, 
an avid hiker and accomplished musi-

cian, left shortly before her husband 
that night, driving away from their home 
with one of  their border collies, Jemma. 

In the thick smoke, she missed a sharp 
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COMFORT FROM PETS: George Powell’s wife, Lynn Anderson Powell, died while fleeing the Tubbs fire. Powell 
has navigated through this difficult time with his emotional support dog, Kipp, left, and his herding dog, Taff.

By DANNY MUELLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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OCTOBER FIRESTORM  |  1 YEAR LATER

ONLINE See more stories, photos and videos related to the anniversary of the October firestorm at pressdemocrat.com/fireanniversary

COMING SUNDAY
Anniversary coverage: The October firestorm 
exacted an unprecedented toll on lives and property, 
with the deepest losses in Sonoma County. The Press 
Democrat will explore how life has changed.

CLIMATE CHANGE » 
Fuel standards proposal 
assumes 7-degree rise

Are feds 
resigned 
to hotter 
planet?

WASHINGTON — Last 
month, deep in a 500-page en-
vironmental impact statement, 
the Trump administration made 
a startling assumption: On its 
current course, the planet will 
warm a disastrous 7 degrees by 
the end of  this century.

A rise of  7 degrees Fahren-
heit, or about 4 degrees Celsius, 
compared with preindustrial 
levels would be catastrophic, ac-
cording to sci-
entists. Many 
coral reefs 
would dissolve 
in increasingly 
acidic oceans. 
Parts of  Man-
hattan and 
Miami would 
be underwater 
without costly 
coastal defens-
es. Extreme heat waves would 
routinely smother large parts of  
the globe.

But the administration did 
not offer this dire forecast, 
premised on the idea that the 
world will fail to cut its green-
house gas emissions, as part of  
an argument to combat climate 
change. Just the opposite: The 
analysis assumes the planet’s 
fate is already sealed.

The draft statement, issued 
by the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHT-
SA), was written to justify Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s decision to 
freeze federal fuel efficiency stan-
dards for cars and light trucks 
built after 2020. While the propos-
al would increase greenhouse gas 
emissions, the impact statement 

By JULIET EILPERIN, BRADY 
DENNIS AND CHRIS MOONEY
WASHINGTON POST

TURN TO CLIMATE » PAGE A7

INSIDE
 ■ Regulators 

move to defend 
state emissions 
standards / B1

 ■ Scotland fights 
to save historic 
coastal sites from  
sea level rise / B1


