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SERIAL RAPIST VICTIM SPEAKS OUT: “It all 
came back in that split second” says Petaluma  
woman who confronted suspect in court / A3
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AMERICA’S FAVORITE 
PASTIME LIFTS SPIRITS »  
Behind the walls  
of San Quentin State 
Prison, baseball has 
power to connect.  C1

CELEBRATING HARVEST » Families, 
runners descend on festival at 
Bayer Farm in SR’s Roseland.  A3

OCTOBER FIRESTORM  |  1 YEAR LATER

ONLINE Explore more anniversary coverage at pressdemocrat.com/fireanniversary and past stories, photos and videos on the October firestorm at pressdemocrat.com

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A SIGN OF HOPE: The Kappes family erected a sign at the front of their now vacant lot on Bellagio Court in Santa Rosa’s Fountaingrove neighborhood, which was hard hit last October in the Tubbs fire. 

“THERE’S NOBODY AROUND THERE”: Judy Coffey and her husband, Harry, survey their Crown 
Hill Drive homesite Friday, which burned down in the Tubbs fire. “It just looks desolate,” she says.

12 months after devastating wildfire, scale 
of destruction remains in league of its own 

FOUNTAINGROVE 

One year ago, Crown Hill Drive 
was filled with green trees, 
green bushes and green 
lawns surrounding upscale 

homes lining a picturesque road curving 
through Santa Rosa’s northeastern hills.

Today, the lots along this street are 
brown and barren, much of the remain-
ing vegetation charred, the premises 
otherwise nearly devoid of life. 

A ferocious wildfire destroyed most 
homes here, along with nearly  
1,600 others in the greater Fountain-
grove area. The sounds of construction 
resound on nearby streets and birdsong 
occasionally rings through the area. Oth-
erwise, silence prevails.

“There’s nobody around there,” said Judy Coffey, 
whose Crown Hill Drive home of  13 years burned down 
last year in the Tubbs fire. “It just looks desolate.”

Inside Santa Rosa, Fountaingrove absorbed the 
heaviest blow in the historic wind-driven inferno, 
which consumed an acre of  ground — roughly one 
football field — per minute as it made its deadly  
12-mile run from Calistoga to Santa Rosa late Oct. 8 
and early Oct. 9.

Today, this neighborhood is beset by challenges that 
have slowed its recovery, which lags far behind Coffey 
Park, where fewer homes were lost but hundreds more 
are underway. In greater Fountaingrove, construction 

Lasting Damage  
Of Historic Disaster
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TURN TO DISASTER » PAGE A11

Hard lessons leading to better 
emergency preparedness

It was 11:19 p.m. on 
Oct. 8, and a panicked 
caller to Sonoma Coun-
ty’s 911 dispatch center 

was incredulous the opera-
tor wasn’t aware her world 
had exploded in flames. 

“What’s on fire?” the 911 dispatcher 
asked.

Everything, the caller said. The 
trees, the houses, anything standing 

on Mountain Home Ranch Road in 
the foothills of  the Mayacamas Moun-
tains. Propane tanks were exploding. 
The neighborhood needed a fire 
engine “an hour ago,” she said.

“How big is the fire? Huge,” she 
said. “Acres. Hundreds of  acres. 
Nobody’s been warned about this.” 
People would die, she feared.

Less than two hours earlier, a 
wildfire had erupted off Tubbs Lane 
outside Calistoga. Hot, dry Diablo 
winds drove the fire west, up and over 
the mountains that border Sonoma 
County and down into a landscape of  
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MORE 
INSIDE
SONOMA LIFE: Readers 
share how their lives 
have been forever 
changed by fires / D1
BUSINESS: Stores and 
restaurants damaged 
or destroyed by blazes 
struggle to rebound / E1
REBUILD NORTH BAY: 
Stories of resilience and 
generosity overflow as 
homes slowly rise / H1

COMING 
MONDAY
Anniversary coverage:  
A look at a number of 
the laws enacted in light 
of October wildfires
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One year after the devastating Tubbs fire swept through Coffey Park in Santa Rosa, new houses have been steadily rising across the scarred neighborhood. 

L ast October, an inconceivable siege 
of wildfire laid waste to our region 
overnight, destroying in the end 
more than 6,200 homes and claiming 
40 lives. Seen from above just days 

into the disaster, the devastation was warlike. 
Now, nearly one year later, a snapshot of the 

region’s uneven recovery also emerges from 
the air. The landscape is a patchwork of barren 
lots and rebuilding projects, with roughly 1,000 
new homes rising in burn zones across Sono-
ma County — just a fifth of the total lost here. 

The slow progress is no surprise. Ceaseless 

decisions and worries confront anyone able 
and willing to rebuild. Insured losses across 
the region continue to climb and may reach up 
to $15 billion. And such figures do not account 
for the ongoing strain of job losses, the scram-
ble to find rental housing and the pain of fam-
ilies torn apart. For those who lost loved ones, 
as one survivor put it, “there’s no rebuilding.”

Yet stories of resilience and generosity con-
tinue to shine through, a heartening reminder 
to all, regardless of circumstance, that much 
good can come from a firestorm born on our 
darkest night.   

FOCUS ON HOW THE FIRES CHANGED US
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RECOVERY A MIX OF HIGHS, 
LOWS IN SONOMA VALLEY 
Progress has been painstaking, 
but resilient residents helping 
neighbors all along the way.  

Page H9

3 PATHS FORGED IN FIRE 
AT CROSSROADS

Developer from New York and two 
families find their lives forever 
defined as before, after inferno.  

Page H17

REFLECTING ON LIFE  
1 YEAR AFTER FIRESTORM
Santa Rosa residents affected by 
October’s wildfires share their 
views of life in the aftermath.  

Page H27

ARTIST FINDS BEAUTY  
IN PAIN AFTER BLAZES

Rachel Forbis still vividly recalls 
the night of the firestorm, which 
is now influencing her artwork.  

Page H29

PARTICIPATING SPONSORS

Rebuild
NORTH BAY
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