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POPE MET CLERK: Vatican 
confirms the talks with the 
woman who defied the order 
to issue same-sex marriage 
licenses in Kentucky / A5

BATTLE OVER 
LEAF BLOWERS

Sonoma poised to decide on banning noisy tool but residents warn of fight Empire

FALLEN GIANTS 
STILL DUE RESPECT
COHN: 2014 World Series 
champs mattered this season 
despite missing playoffs Sports

Healdsburg growth debate heats up
LIMITS ON 
HOUSING
The issue: A city 
law limits the con-
struction of new 
housing to about 
30 units yearly.
Opposing 
views: City 
leaders believe 
the ordinance has 
created a major 
housing shortage 
while some resi-
dents say slower 
growth is better. 
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COLLECTING DEBRIS: John Cavanagh, left, helps clear garbage Wednesday left near homeless encampments in Santa Rosa with other members of the  
Sonoma County’s Homeless Outreach Services Team program. The pilot program pays homeless people to clean up debris left by other homeless people. 

Shared effort

New program pays homeless to pitch in cleaning up trash-prone areas in SR 

Russian 
airstrikes 
escalate

Syria war 

WASHINGTON — Russian 
aircraft carried out a bombing 
attack against Syrian opposition 
fighters on Wednesday, includ-
ing at least one group trained by 
the CIA, eliciting angry protests 
from U.S. officials and plunging 
the complex sectarian war there 
into dangerous new territory.

Russia’s entry into the Syrian 
conflict, foreshadowed by a rap-
id military buildup in the past 
three weeks at an airbase in Lat-
akia, Syria, makes the possibility 
of  a political settlement in Syria 
more difficult and creates a new 
risk of  inadvertent incidents 
between American and Russian 
warplanes flying in the same 
area. It also adds a powerful but 
unpredictable combatant to a 
civil war that has already result-
ed in hundreds of  thousands of  
deaths and a flood of  refugees.

President Vladimir Putin of  
Russia justified his country’s 
entry into the conflict by say-
ing that Russia was acting “pre-
ventatively, to fight and destroy 
militants and terrorists on the 
territories that they already 
occupied, not wait for them to 
come to our house.”

Rodney Hill surveyed the corner where 
Davis Street meets the southbound High-
way 101 offramp in Santa Rosa’s West End 

neighborhood. What he saw troubled him. 
Discarded coffee cups and noodle containers, 

piles of  dirty clothing and used hypodermic 
needles littered the weedy patch between a city 
guardrail and a concrete highway sound barrier. 

But unlike the thousands of  motorists and 
pedestrians who pass the dumping ground daily, 
Hill pulled on a pair of  work gloves Wednesday 
morning and began raking up the detritus left 
behind by people who, like him, are homeless.

“Just because you’re homeless doesn’t mean 
you have to act homeless,” Hill said. 

Hill is one of  the first people to participate in 
a new taxpayer-funded pilot program in Santa 
Rosa that pays homeless people $50 a day to clean 
up the messes left by other homeless people. 

The idea is to put homeless people to work 
solving one of  the biggest problems created by 
the local homeless population. 

“There is a huge willing workforce within the 
homeless community, so let’s take advantage 

TURN TO HEALDSBURG, PAGE A7

As the father of  Healdsburg’s 
growth management ordinance, 
Jim Winston is understandably 
nervous with the tinkering un-
derway to ease the restriction 
on the maximum number of  
new housing units that can be 
built every year in town.

In Healdsburg, one of  the pric-
iest housing markets in Sonoma 
County, city leaders are trying 
to find ways to create more af-
fordable homes. But they see 
the ordinance, which limits the 
number of  new dwellings to an 
average of  30 per year, as an im-
pediment in need of  revising if  
the city wants to make inroads 
on the housing problem.

Winston, who wrote the bal-
lot initiative approved by voters 
15  years ago, worries the mea-
sure could be gutted, leading to 
“an explosion of  growth” in the 
town of almost 12,000 population.

And if  the proposed revisions 
— likely to be presented for vot-
er approval in 2016 — go too far, 
he vows to fight it.

“On a personal level I feel as if  
this (growth maintenance ordi-
nance) is my child and I’m going 
to do whatever it takes to protect 
it,” said Winston, a retired busi-
nessman who heads up Healds-
burg Citizens for Responsible 
Growth.

The growth measure was ap-
proved by voters in 2000, in re-
sponse to concern over larger 
housing projects like Parkland 
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HELPING WITH A PROBLEM: Rodney Hill, right, and Santa Rosa Police Officer Jason Brandt 
load garbage left by the homeless in west Santa Rosa onto a trailer Wednesday. The men were 
participating in a pilot program organized by the Conservation Corps.
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THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

HOUSING CRUNCH:  
City leaders look to loosen 
limits on new construction

By HELENE COOPER  
AND MICHAEL R. GORDON

NEW YORK TIMES

Putin justifies his country’s 
entry into conflict, raising 

likelihood of clashes with US

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

Jim Winston is worried about the proposed  
revision to Healdsburg’s growth ordinance, which 
restricts the construction of new housing units.

ONLINE  See more photos of the cleanup efforts around Santa Rosa at pressdemocrat.com

“There is a huge willing workforce within the homeless community.”
 JENNIELYNN HOLMES, director of housing and shelter for Catholic Charities

One Community, 
      United

We all have a long road to recovery, but we are happy to announce 
that Twin Pine Casino will reopen on Monday, September 28th. We 
hope that you’ll stop in to reconnect with others in the community. 
We’re looking forward to seeing you soon.
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