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Shoppers come out in force 
for store’s grand opening.  A3
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shades for annual tour.  D1

TWO GAMES TO GO » Giants 
keep slim lead for wild card 
with 9-3 win over Dodgers.  C1

New limits on vehicle phone use

As far as bad ideas go, there’s 
little distinction between driv-
ing and using a cellphone to tap 
out a text, versus driving and us-
ing a cellphone to snap a selfie.

But the latter isn’t against 
the law in California. Neither is 

driving while scrolling through 
a playlist, programming GPS or 
doing a Google search for pump-
kin patches.

Until now, the rules have all 
revolved around texting and 
talking. That changes Jan. 1, 
2017, when a new law takes ef-
fect that significantly expands 
restrictions on the use of  mobile 
devices behind the wheel.

AB 1785, which Gov. Jerry 
Brown signed this week, pro-
hibits drivers from “holding 
and operating” cellphones for 
any reason, except for func-
tions that require only “the mo-
tion of  a single swipe or tap of  
the driver’s finger,” and only if  

the devices are mounted on the 
windshield or dashboard of  the 
vehicle.

“It’s welcomed news,” Santa 
Rosa CHP Officer Jon Sloat said 
Thursday.

It has been a decade since Cal-
ifornia enacted a law restricting 
drivers from making calls with-
out the aid of  a hands-free de-
vice. In 2008, a ban on texting or 
reading messages while driving 
was added.

But technology has outpaced 
those restrictions. 

“You can do a thousand differ-
ent things on your phone,” Sloat 
said. “But if  an officer pulls up 
next to you, he or she doesn’t 
know if  that person is texting or 
talking, which they are not sup-
posed to do, or checking their 
GPS or their music, which isn’t 
against the law but is still a dis-
traction.”

In California last year, 16 driv-
ers were killed in collisions in-
volving inattention and a hand-

Brown OKs bill to ban 
drivers from using devices 
not mounted inside car
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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INSIDE
From expanded 
parental leave to 
declaring denim 
the state’s official 
fabric, a flurry  
of bills kept  
the governor’s 
pen busy on  
Friday / A8

Brock Turner, former swim-
mer at Stanford University, 
received a light sentence 
after his rape conviction.

State gets 
tough 
on sex 
crimes

SACRAMENTO — Months af-
ter outrage over the six-month 
sentence for sexual assault 
given to former Stanford swim-
mer Brock Turner, Gov. Jerry 
Brown on Friday broadened the 
power of  judg-
es to treat sex 
crimes as rape 
at sentencing 
and agreed that 
the crime’s 
p u n i s h m e n t 
must include 
time in state 
prison.

The gover-
nor’s decision 
to sign the two 
bills, AB 701 and 
AB 2888, comes 
as heated de-
bate raged this 
year over what’s been called the 
mishandling of  sexual assault in-
vestigations on U.S. college cam-
puses and by police agencies and 
courts. But strengthening pun-
ishment for sex offenders posed a 
challenge for Brown as the state 
undertakes a broader effort to 
move away from a focus on pris-
on sentences.

Stanford case spurs  
2 new laws that add 
mandatory prison time
By JAZMINE ULLOA
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Bill  
Dodd
Napa Assembly-
man authored the 
bill on stronger 
sentences for sex 
assault offenders
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Construction workers install sod Friday at the site of the proposed Mastercard Pavilion beside the Green Music Center at Sonoma State University 
in Rohnert Park. SSU has called off the $10.6 million project and will instead use the funds toward student and faculty services. 

SSU halts new pavilion
ROHNERT PARK » University president calls off plans for  
$10.6M, 10,000-seat outdoor venue and diverts funds to services

Sonoma State University President Judy Sakaki 
has scrapped high-profile plans for a 10,000-seat 
outdoor pavilion project at the campus’ Green Mu-

sic Center, a move she framed as a bid to save money 
better spent on academic programs and the needs of  
students and faculty.

Sakaki said she decided to halt the project, which 
was put in motion by the university’s previous admin-
istration, after consulting with a range of  stakehold-
ers, including student and faculty leadership and the 
California State University Chancellor’s Office. She 
determined the $145 million music center’s existing 
facilities were sufficient and the campus did not need 
the pavilion, which she said would have cost roughly 
$10.6 million to build.

Sakaki, who took over as president of  the Rohnert 
Park campus in July, called the move “the most im-
portant, difficult decision I’ve made since I assumed 
the presidency.”  

“The concern was, as we look at what our students 
need — what the campus needs — in terms of  focus-
ing on student success and improving our graduation 
rate, and making sure that, academically, we have the 
faculty that we need to teach the classes to get students 
through, to offer the support services and student sup-
port services that we need to be successful, we really 
had to take a hard look at our priorities,” Sakaki said.

The decision is consistent with the academics and 
student-focused agenda Sakaki has rolled out since she 
took the helm of  the university.

Envisioned as an expansive outdoor amphitheater 

Eager to vote, but time’s running out

During the past year, nearly 1 mil-
lion legal immigrants applied to be-
come American citizens, many of  them 
hoping to take the oath of  citizenship 
in time to cast their first ballots on Nov. 
8 in a presidential race where immigra-
tion has been fiercely debated.

But as the number of  aspiring cit-
izens grew this year, the backlog at 
the federal agency that approves nat-
uralizations swelled. With the agency 
now reporting that it takes up to sev-
en months to complete the process, 
Obama administration officials are 
reluctantly admitting that many — 
perhaps most — of  the immigrants in 
the backlog will not become citizens 

in time to vote.
“I’ve been checking my mail every 

day, but I haven’t heard anything,” 
said Francisca Fiero, 73, a Mexican 
immigrant in Las Vegas. “I’m starting 
to get very worried.”

Fiero, who has had a green card for 
a decade, applied in January and gave 
her fingerprints in June. Since then, 
nothing. The voter registration dead-
line in Nevada is Oct. 18.

In the last year, almost 940,000 legal 
ISAAC BREKKEN / NEW YORK TIMES

Francisca Fierro, a Mexican immigrant with a green card, 
applied for citizenship in January in hopes of voting in 
November but may not have the chance to do so. 
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Judy  
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SSU president 
calls the priority 
shift “the most 
important, 
difficult decision 
I’ve made since 
I assumed the 
presidency.”

ELECTION 2016 » Legal immigrants frustrated by delays as 
federal agency struggles to process citizenship applications


