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All too familiar? 10 dead 
at Oregon college

RECENT ATTACKS
May 23, 2014: 6 killed near UC 
Santa Barbara campus. 
June 7, 2013: 5 killed near Santa 
Monica College.
April 2, 2012: 7 killed at Oikos 
University in Oakland.
Feb. 14, 2008: 5 killed at Northern 
Illinois University in DeKalb.
April 16, 2007: 32 killed at 
Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia.

MICHAEL SULLIVAN / (Roseburg, Ore.) News-Review

EVACUATION: Students, staff and faculty are cleared from Umpqua Community College in Roseburg, Ore., after a deadly shooting Thursday morning.

ROSEBURG, Ore. — A small-
town community college be-
came the site of  America’s lat-
est mass shooting Thursday 
as a lone gunman burst into 
classrooms during the school 
day and mowed down terrified 
students before being shot dead 
in a firefight with police, author-
ities said.

Officials said nine people were 
killed, plus the gunman, and 
seven injured during the trau-
matic events at Umpqua Com-
munity College, about three 
hours south of  Portland.

A U.S. law enforcement offi-
cial identified the gunman as 
26-year-old Chris Harper Mer-
cer of  Winchester, Ore. He was 
described as wearing a dark 
shirt and jeans while spraying 

RICH PEDRONCELLI / Associated Press

SHARED GRIEF: Kristen Sterner, left, and Carrissa Welding, both students 
at Umpqua Community College, attend a vigil Thursday night in Roseburg, 
Ore., for those killed in a mass shooting at the college.

SHOOTING RAMPAGE

LONE GUNMAN:  
Students tell of terror 
before 26-year-old 

shot dead by police

By JOSEPH HOYT 
and MARK BERMAN
WASHINGTON POST
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OBAMA REACTS:  
President condemns 

’routine’ of mass 
shootings in US

By GARDINER HARRIS 
and MICHAEL D. SHEAR

NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama’s rage about gun 
massacres, building for years, 
spilled out Thursday night as 
he acknowledged his own pow-
erlessness to prevent another 
tragedy and pleaded with voters 
to force change themselves.

“So tonight, as those of  us 
who are lucky enough to hug 
our kids a little closer are think-
ing about the families who ar-
en’t so fortunate,” the president 
said in the James S. Brady Press 
Briefing Room, named for a man 
severely wounded by an assas-
sin’s bullet. “I’d ask the Amer-
ican people to think about how 
they can get our government to 
change these laws, and to save 
these lives and let these people 
grow up.”

TURN TO OBAMA, PAGE A5

Mike Madrid
Republican political consultant 
speaks Thursday in Rohnert Park.

Tackling 
Latino 
voter 

turnout

Despite their growing popula-
tion, Latinos in California aren’t 
flexing their full strength in vot-
ing booths. That’s become a ma-
jor concern for Sonoma Coun-
ty’s largest Latino leadership 
organization, Los Cien.

It held a conference Thursday 
at Sonoma State University in 
Rohnert Park to address Latino 
voting, political involvement 
and representation. Nearly a 
dozen Latinos already serve 
as elected officials in Sonoma 
County, but event organizers 
say more needs to be done to 
better reflect the area’s racial 
diversity.

“There’s still a long way to 
go,” Los Cien president Herman 
J. Hernandez said. “But it’s not 
impossible.”

Political experts say the solu-
tion is clear: Latinos need to get 
to the polls in greater numbers.

“The true solution to repre-
sentation is voter turnout,” said 
Sacramento GOP political con-
sultant Mike Madrid, who spoke 
at the forum that drew about 
500 people, including state Sen. 
Mike McGuire, D-Healdsburg, 
and several county supervisors 
and local officials.

“While we’re the largest eth-
nic group in California, we have 
the lowest voter turnout,” Ma-
drid said.

Latinos may make up nearly 
39 percent of  the state’s popu-
lation, but they comprise just 
19  percent of  registered voters 
in California. They make up less 
than 17 percent of  the electorate 
that actually casts a ballot in an 
election, Madrid said.

The state is home to more 
than 10 million immigrants, the 
majority from Mexico, he said. 
Of  those, he estimates about 
6  percent are undocumented 
and nearly 49 percent are natu-
ralized citizens, meaning they 
can vote. 

The rate of  voter registra-
tion among Latinos in Sonoma 

Los Cien conference at SSU 
focuses on boosting political 
involvement, representation

By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Christmas Comes early For ‘Peanuts’ Fans

The postmaster general of  the 
United States learned Thursday 
in Santa Rosa it’s tough to share a 

stage with Snoopy.
A large crowd at the Charles M. 

Schulz Museum warmly welcomed 
Postal Service chief  Megan Brennan 
to the unveiling of  new postage stamps 
adorned with scenes from the “Pea-
nuts’” gang’s first TV special, “A Charlie 
Brown Christmas.”

But the audience there in the great 
hall of  the Schulz museum near Cod-
dingtown Mall swooned when a perform-
er in a Snoopy suit strolled onto stage to 
mug, dance, hug and melt hearts, as the 
beagle has for 65 years.

Brennan, the nation’s first female 
postmaster general, seemed not to 
mind playing second fiddle to quite 
possibly the world’s most adored canine 
character. She told guests at the stamp 
dedication ceremony she’s always loved 
Snoopy and the other “Peanuts” com-
ics-page characters, and as a kid in 1965 
she was in place in her family’s living 
room for their TV debut.

“Almost half  of  all televisions in 
CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press DemocratTURN TO ‘PEANUTS,’ PAGE A5

In SR, US postmaster unveils stamps 
marking 50th year of TV special

By CHRIS SMITH
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Left: Jean Schulz speaks at 
the dedication of “A Charlie 
Brown Christmas” stamps 
Thursday at the Charles M. 
Schulz Museum in Santa Rosa.
Above: One in a new set of 
10 “Peanuts” holiday stamps.
Online: More photos at 
pressdemocrat.com
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