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INSIDE

Trump loosens limits on FBI probe

WASHINGTON — The White House 
has authorized the FBI to expand its ab-
breviated investigation into sexual mis-
conduct allegations against Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh by interviewing anyone it 
deems necessary as long as the review is 
finished by the end of  the week, two peo-
ple briefed on the matter said Monday.

The new White House directive came 
in the past 24 hours after a backlash from 
Democrats, who criticized the White 
House for limiting the scope of  the bu-
reau’s investigation into President Don-

ald Trump’s nominee for the Supreme 
Court. The FBI has already interviewed 
the four witnesses its agents were origi-
nally asked to talk to, the people said.

Trump said Monday that he favored a 
“comprehensive” FBI investigation and 
had no problem if  the bureau wanted to 
question Kavanaugh or even a third ac-
cuser who was left off the initial witness 
list if  she seemed credible. His only con-
cerns he said, were that the investigation 
be wrapped up quickly and that it take 
direction from the Senate Republicans 
who will determine whether Kavanaugh 
is confirmed.

“The FBI should interview anybody 
that they want within reason, but you 
have to say within reason,” Trump told 
reporters in the Rose Garden after an 
event celebrating a new trade deal with 

SUPREME COURT » Reopened 
inquiry into Kavanaugh now 
cleared to question more people 
By PETER BAKER AND  
MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT
NEW YORK TIMES
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Jerry Brown

New laws 
overhaul 
justice  
system

Over the past five weeks, Gov. 
Jerry Brown has signed a slate 
of  new laws overhauling Cali-
fornia’s criminal justice system, 
pushing the state away from 
punitive incarceration policies 
and establishing a new era of  
transparency in cases of  police 
misconduct and officer-involved 
shootings. 

The laws eliminate the state’s 
cash bail system, give judges 
more discretion when hand-
ing down sentences, prohibit 
14- and 15-year-olds from being 
tried as adults, and rewrite Cali-
fornia’s so-called felony murder 
rule, which allows prosecutors 
to charge accomplices to a ho-
micide with first-degree mur-
der. They’re among roughly a 
dozen new measures, which will 
taking effect after Jan. 1.

Among the most ground-
breaking changes are a pair of  

More lenient measures 
a sharp departure from 
state’s tough-on-crime era
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Experts see 
forecast as 
optimistic

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump casts his new 
North American trade agree-
ment as “the biggest trade deal 
in the United States’ history” 
— one that would return lost 
manufacturing jobs to Ameri-
can shores, discourage future 
outsourcing of  factory work, 
and “send cash and jobs pouring 
into the United States.”

But many economists and 
trade experts say that the pres-
ident’s forecast may prove over-
ly optimistic, given the limited 
changes that are envisioned and 
the powerful economic forces 
that already have reshaped re-
gional commerce. While some 
industries and regions would 
fare better than others, the 

By DAVID J. LYNCH  
AND HEATHER LONG
WASHINGTON POST
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TRADE AGREEMENT

PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS / ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Donald Trump talks about Supreme 
Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh during a press 
conference Monday at the White House.
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MAKING NEW MEMORIES: Kristy Militello helps her daughter, Ava, with homework in the living room of their new home in San Diego. The family found 
rebuilding too complicated and too overwhelming after the Tubbs fire destroyed their home, so by the end of 2017 they relocated to Southern California. 

Santa Rosa lost 5% of its housing, and up to 7,000 of its residents left

Everyone told Kristy 
Militello and husband 
Ben Wylie that their 
dream home looked 

like a Cape Cod-style house in 
the Wine Country.

Purchased just two 
years before the Tubbs fire 
destroyed it, the nearly 
5,000-square-foot home sat 
on 8½ acres with a stunning 
view of Riebli Valley, a pool 
and bocce ball court, and a 
zipline for their daughter, Ava.

But it wasn’t just the loss of  their 
home that made them decide to leave 
Sonoma County. For Militello, it was 
the loss of  her past.

“It felt like the last 30 years of  my life 
were incinerated,” she said. “It just was 
erased off the map. And the majority of  
our friends — they all lost their homes. 
Our world changed in four hours.”

Militello had grown up in Foun-

taingrove, in a house her father built 
on Long Leaf  Court. She attended 
Ursuline High School, went to church 
at the Luther Burbank Center, and as 
a teenager worked the front desk at 
Fountaingrove Inn and as a hostess 
at the Steakhouse at Equus. All were 

either damaged or destroyed last 
October.

Like many others who lost homes in 
the fires, Militello and Wylie struggled 
to find a way to stay in the area. They 

Many Survivors 
Forced To Leave

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO LEAVE » PAGE A2

STARTING OVER: Kristy Militello, Ben Wylie and daughter Ava share a moment in their new backyard 
in San Diego. Militello said she felt the Tubbs fire erased not only her home, but 30 years of her past.

BANKRUPTCY PETITION FILED »  
Embattled Sonoma West Medical 
Center company files for Chapter 7.   A10

QB WILLING TO STAND AND DELIVER »  
The 49ers’ Beathard hanging tough 
even as the hits keep coming.   B1

BASKETBALL 
INNOVATOR »  
Warriors coach 
Steve Kerr draws 
packed crowd for 
Sonoma Speaker 
Series.   A3
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