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CARDINALS SHOW THEIR 
MIGHT: Cardinal Newman 
demonstrates its dominance 
in 47-14 win over Maria 
Carrillo on Friday / C1

HOPE AND STYLE 
ON CATWALK 

Annual fashion show celebrates the lives of people touched by breast cancer Empire

MAKING ROOFS 
COME TO LIFE
Sebastopol company helps 
homeowners integrate trees 
and grass on houses At Home 

Granges facing loss of status, assets
GRANGE HALLS IN COUNTY

A court order is forcing halls in Sonoma 
County to return to the national group 
or risk losing their names and assets:

Bellevue 
Bennett Valley
Bodega Bay
Cloverdale
Geyserville
Healdsburg

Hessel
Petaluma
Rincon Valley 
Sebastopol
Sonoma Valley
Windsor

ON THE WEB
Online coverage at 
pressdemocrat.com:

 ■ Click on this story 
for information about 
how and where to 
seek and provide 
help for animals

 ■ To see more 
photographs and a 
video on how clinics 
are helping animal 
victims of the  
Valley fire

Photos by JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

BURNED ANIMALS: Cinder’s paws and ears were burned when she was found along Anderson Springs Road near Middletown by a Cal Fire crew during the Valley 
fire. Firefighters brought the female kitten, whose badly damaged limbs make standing or using a litter box difficult, to the Animal Hospital of Cotati for treatment. 

Heartbreaking toll 
Veterinary clinics stepping up to care for the frightened creatures  

that have taken big hits from Valley fire and other blazes across state

Chris Harper Mercer

Probe  
uncovers 
gunman’s 
rants, rage

ROSEBURG, Ore. — A dis-
turbing and tragically familiar 
portrait of  the nation’s latest 
mass shooter emerged Friday, 
as investigators and survivors 
described an angry, disconnect-
ed young man with a stockpile 
of  guns and a 
possible grudge 
against orga-
nized religion.

Six of  those 
guns were with 
Chris Harp-
er Mercer, 26, 
when he died, 
along with 
nine victims, 
in Thursday’s 
rampage at 
Umpqua Com-
munity Col-
lege. Authori-
ties also found 
a steel-paneled 
flak jacket and 
five magazines of  ammunition, 
a federal agent said at a news 
conference.

Seven more guns and addi-
tional ammunition were discov-
ered at the apartment Mercer 
shared with his mother, said 
Celinez Nunez, assistant special 
agent in charge of  the Seattle 
field division of  the Bureau of  
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives. All 13 weapons were 

A t the Animal Hospital of  Cotati this week, 
veterinary technician Elizabeth Pierce leaned 
over to cocoon a terrified cat whose bright 

red and peeling paw pads revealed heartbreaking 
evidence of  a wildfire’s scorching rage.

“You’re OK. You’re OK,” Pierce soothed as veter-
inarian Katheryn Hinkle stuck a needle into one of  
the cat’s hind legs and pushed the plunger down. 
“We love you.”

Within seconds, the black-and-white cat, given the 
name Sylvester by the hospital’s staff, settled down, 
and soon, was out completely. Hinkle unwrapped 
the bandages on one of  the cat’s paws to begin the 
laborious process of  disinfecting the wounds and 
removing dead tissue. She applied fresh burn cream 
on the pads before she and another vet tech re-
wrapped the injury and moved on to the next paw.

The hourlong treatment was fitted in between oth-
er appointments. The cat, one of  two being treated 
at the Cotati hospital for burn injuries suffered in 
the Valley fire, was put back in a cage sporting fresh 
bandages and a morphine patch.

“This is a long haul,” Hinkle said.
Similar scenes are playing out at veterinary 

Pope met gay friend before seeing Kentucky clerk

VATICAN CITY — Ever since 
it became public that Pope Fran-
cis met in Washington with Kim 
Davis, the Kentucky county 
clerk who refused to issue mar-
riage licenses for same-sex cou-
ples, the questions have been 

swirling: Why did he meet with 
her, and was it meant as a politi-
cal statement?

As it turns out, the Vatican 
said Friday, the pope did not 
mean to endorse Davis’ views. 
It also said he gave her no more 
than a typical brief  greeting, de-
spite what her lawyer described.

Instead, the Vatican said 
Francis gave only one “real au-

dience”: to one of  his former 
students, Yayo Grassi, a gay 
man in Washington who says he 
brought his partner of  19 years 
to the Vatican’s embassy in 
Washington for a reunion. They 
even shot a video.

The disclosure, after the Vati-
can’s unusual attempt to correct 
the impressions left by Francis’ 

Authorities point to gun stash, 
anger over religion as portrait 
of Oregon shooter emerges

By T. REES SHAPIRO 
 and CAITLYN DEWEY
WASHINGTON POST

California’s community 
granges, 19th-century agrari-
an institutions that in Sonoma 
County have enjoyed a revival 

among sustainable food enthu-
siasts, now face a high-stakes 
decision on where to place their 
allegiances.

For the past few years, the 
granges on the North Coast and 
around the state have operated 
apart from the National Grange 
and under the umbrella of  a 
group that used to be called the 
California State Grange. But a 
federal court this week issued 
an order prohibiting the use of  

the word “grange” in the name 
of  the breakaway state group, 
now rebranded as CSG, and of  
its 165 chapters.

Now those local groups, which 
include a dozen in Sonoma 
County, must decide whether 
to return to the national group 
or risk losing both their names 
and any assets, including their 
grange halls.

“We hope they will come back 
and rejoin the grange fold,” said 

Ed Luttrell, president of  the Na-
tional Grange of  the Order of  
Patrons of  Husbandry, as the 
group is formally known.

The local chapters are free to 
remain independent, but in so 
doing “you’re not going to use 
our name and you’re not go-
ing to use our assets,” said Ed 
Komski, president of  a group 
that the national grange reorga-
nized in July 2014.

Ruling forces agrarian groups 
on North Coast to change 
names or surrender halls
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THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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CARING FOR  
CREATURES:  
Dr. Katheryn Hinkle 
comforts Sylvester, 
who was found 
with burned paws in 
Hidden Valley Lake  
by a Cal Fire crew, at 
the Animal Hospital 
of Cotati.
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 ■ Jeb Bush draws  

sharp rebukes for 
“stuff happens” 
remark / A3

 ■Nine people 
killed by gunman 
took different 
paths to rural 
college / A3

 ■When vague 
sounds erupted 
at the college, 
a veteran knew 
what he was 
hearing / A7


