
MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2016 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

STOMPING THE 
COMPETITION »  
Family, friends 
pair up for  
grape-squishing 
fun at Harvest 
Fair.   A3

WIN SOME,  
LOSE SOME »  
The Raiders 
conquer Ravens 
but 49ers get 
lassoed by 
Cowboys.   SPORTS

SANTA ROSA
High 62, Low 51
THE WEATHER, B12

Baseball B2
Cohn B1
Comics B10

Crossword B9
Editorial A9
Horoscope B10

Lotto A2
Movies B8
Obituaries A8

Scoreboard B8
State news A5
TV B11

BUNDY’S ALLIES VANISH: Ammon Bundy 
finds himself with few friends as he faces con-
spiracy charges for Oregon standoff / A6

©2016 
The Press 
Democrat

Giants’ sweet sweep of LA 
earns them last playoff spot

SAN FRANCISCO — The Giants’ fate was in 
their hands Sunday. All they had to do was win and 
they were in the baseball playoffs. 

As an up-and-down season came to a close with 
the final regular-season game, a victory against 
the rival Dodgers would give the Giants the last Na-
tional League wild-card playoff spot. 

They seized the opportunity.
The Giants will head to the postseason for the 

fourth time in seven years.
San Francisco pounced on the Dodgers early, 

scoring two runs in the first inning and three in the 
second, and stifled the Dodgers’ bats to book their 
playoff reservation with a 7-1 win.

The win, capping a sweep of  the three-game se-
ries, sends the Giants to New York for a one-game 
playoff with the Mets on Wednesday.

The Dodgers wrapped up the NL West title last 

week and will face the Washington Nationals on 
Friday. The winner of  the Giants-Mets game will 
advance to face the Cubs on Friday in Chicago.

It was a roller coaster year for the Giants. Or per-
haps a bell curve is a better description.

The first part of  the season, the Giants played as 
if  they had yet another even-year success story in 
them. They won the World Series in 2010, 2012 and 
2014, of  course. 

Could the superstition of  another even-year 
championship run become reality? It sure looked 
like it as they carried momentum into the mid-sea-
son break.

San Francisco played the major leagues’ best 
baseball in the first half  and comfortably held first 
place entering the All-Star Break.

But then the wheels fell off. Or at least went flat. 
Their pitching headed south, especially late in the 
games, and their offense went anemic. In a com-
plete turnaround, the Giants compiled nearly the 
worst second-half  record, 29-42, going into Sunday.

By LORI A. CARTER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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The Giants’ Denard Span, right, celebrates with  
Brandon Belt after both score on a Buster Posey 
single against the Dodgers.
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 ■Vince Scully 

calls it a day on 
Sunday, after 
67 years at the 
announcer’s mic, 
and the Giants 
pay tribute  / B1

 ■Denard Span 
and Buster Posey 
drive in runs to 
ensure Giants 
face off against 
the Mets  / B1

Donald Trump

Backers 
defend 
Trump 
as genius 

Donald Trump is scrambling 
to rescue his campaign after a 
week in which the Republican 
nominee’s White House hopes 
were effectively set ablaze by his 
own erratic behavior and the 
discovery that he may not have 
paid federal income taxes for as 
many as 18 years.

Reeling from a New York 
Times report that Trump may 
have canceled out years of  
income taxes by declaring a 
$916 million loss on his 1995 re-
turn, his allies mounted a vigor-
ous defense Sunday by arguing 
that the revelation was proof  of  
the businessman’s “genius.”

CAMPAIGN 2016 » GOP 
pick seeks rebound after 
tax report, Twitter rant 
By PHILIP RUCKER
WASHINGTON POST
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Mia Pilar, right, works on a group activity with classmates Meokia Frierson, left, Fran Rasmus and Melanie Bourgeois during a night class on  
special education laws Thursday in Santa Rosa. Sonoma County school administrators foresaw a teacher shortage and worked to avoid it.

Flush with teachers

While schools across the nation are be-
ing forced to consolidate classes and cancel 
programs because of  a shortage of  teach-
ers, that’s not the case in Sonoma County, 
thanks to proactive steps taken by admin-
istrators. 

Improvements to district hiring practic-

es and the creation of  a program to train 
new teachers have helped Sonoma County 
schools avoid the shortage of  instructors 
plaguing other districts, local administra-
tors said.

Hiring is still not easy. The number of  
unfilled full-time classroom positions was 
in the low single digits last month, down 
from about 40 positions in August. In the 
past, those positions would have been filled 
by the end of  the previous school year, said 
county Superintendent Steven Herrington. 

“We had a lot of  challenges in hiring for 
this school year,” Herrington said. “(But) 
the districts now have a pool of  teachers 
from which to hire.” 

Last year, the Sonoma County Office of  
Education started its own training pro-
gram to create a new source of  teachers. 
The program, which cost the county about 
$100,000 to launch, serves as an alternative 
path for would-be teachers to obtain their 
credentials.

It is aimed at adults who already have 
a profession, but want to transition into 
teaching. It costs $4,250 a year per person.

Since its inception in January, the inau-
gural class of  27 people meets at the Office 
of  Education on Mondays and Thursdays 
for a three-hour evening class. 

By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO TEACHERS » PAGE A2

EDUCATION » COUNTY BUCKS NATIONAL TREND

Changes to hiring practices and 
training program help county 
recover from recession losses 

Ghosts of 
Clinton past 
re-emerge

Hillary Clinton was campaign-
ing for her husband in January 
1992 when she learned of  the 
race’s newest flare-up: Gennifer 
Flowers had just released tapes 
of  phone calls with Bill Clinton 
to back up her claim they had an 
affair.

Other candidates had been 
driven out of  races by accusa-
tions of  infidelity. But now, at 
a cold, dark airfield in South 
Dakota, Hillary Clinton was 
questioning campaign aides by 
phone and vowing to fight back 

By MEGAN TWOHEY
NEW YORK TIMES
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A majority of 
Colombian 
voters rejects 
deal with rebels

BOGOTA, Colombia — Colombians re-
jected a peace deal with leftist rebels by 
a razor-thin margin in a national referen-
dum Sunday, scuttling years of  painstak-
ing negotiations and delivering a major 
setback to President Juan Manuel Santos, 
who vowed to keep a cease-fire in place 
and forge ahead with his efforts to end a 
half-century of  war.

With more than 99 percent of  polling 
stations reporting, 50.2 percent of  ballots 
opposed the accord with the Revolution-
ary Armed Forces of  Colombia while  
49.8 percent favored it — a difference of  
less than 57,000 votes out of  a total of  13 
million. Pre-election polls had predicted 
the “yes” vote would win by an almost 
two-to-one margin.

“I won’t give up. I’ll continue search 
for peace until the last moment of  my 
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