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NEW LEASE ON LIFE » Montgomery grad winning
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Homes Still Stand
But Are Off-Limits
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Bottled brews decorate the loft
bar at Lagunitas Brewing
Co. in Petaluma.

Brewery
to cut
12% of
workers
Petaluma-based
Lagunitas says craft beer
interest starting to wane
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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STUCK IN A CONUNDRUM: Michelle Trammell sits on her mother’s bed inside her home Monday at the Journey’s End mobile home park in Santa Rosa.
Trammell and other former residents face a similar problem — they can’t return to their homes even though the structures survived last October’s fires.

Journey’s End residents in limbo as they await developer’s action
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By CHRIS SMITH
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

ichelle Trammell and
her nearest neighbors
can’t go home. They
can visit home, but not

live there.
Several times a week, Trammell,
who’s 52, lets herself in through
the chained gate at what remains
of Journey’s End, the north Santa
Rosa mobile home park that was
mostly leveled by the Tubbs fire.
She looks about to see what
more has been looted from her
yard and those of her neighbors.
Then she unlocks the door of the
aged mobile home that she shared
with her mother, 72-year-old Rachael Crawford, until that morning
last October.
Once inside her coach, Trammell putters.
“It just makes me feel like I’m home when I’m
there,” she said.
She puts out food for the cats that reside
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VIEW FROM ABOVE: An aerial view of Journey’s End mobile home park in Santa Rosa shows
empty lots and structures that survived last October’s fires.
still among the 44 coaches that she and her
boyfriend and a small team of genuinely
heroic neighbors and firefighters saved — and
as a result are credited with halting the fire’s
spread toward the neighboring Kaiser Permanente campus.
TURN TO JOURNEY’S END » PAGE A2
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SONOMA LIFE: Popular Santa
Rosa wine bar Willi’s may have
been destroyed by fire, it lives
on in food, staff / D1

Lagunitas Brewing Co. said
Tuesday that it would cut 12 percent of its workforce, citing a
retrenchment of the American
craft beer market.
The
Petaluma
company,
which rode a surging wave of
consumer interest in full-flavored, hoppy ales to become the
largest beer maker in Sonoma
County, now finds itself on the
growing list of brewers to contract as sales growth slows and
competition increases.
The workforce reduction
will affect every department in
the company, which operates
a production plant in Chicago
and a taproom in Seattle, CEO
Maria Stipp said in a prepared
statement. Lagunitas employs
about 900 people at its Petaluma headquarters, which will
take the brunt of the more than
100 layoffs.
“The craft beer market is rapidly evolving and, in many ways,
more challenging. More breweries, more choices ... very much
like the late ’90s when the craft
beer segment had similar pressure,” Stipp said.
The decision to downsize
comes 17 months after Dutch
brewing giant Heineken International acquired full ownership of the homegrown brewery
company, which has long been
a supporter of local nonprofits through beer donations and
fundraisers at its Petaluma taproom.
The layoffs were not wholly
unexpected given cutbacks at
other craft brewers with growth
slowing in the estimated $26 billion-a-year U.S. craft sector. The
sector had incredible growth
in past years, with production
rising as much as 20 percent annually as recently as 2014. But
more recently, increases have
been in the low single digits.
“I certainly wouldn’t be surprised of actions along these
same lines for other companies
going forward,” said Tom Mc-

COMING THURSDAY County supervisor reflects on rebuild | ONLINE More anniversary coverage at pressdemocrat.com/fireanniversary
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Suspicious tax schemes, fraud enriched Trump
Investigation, files show
president not self-made
billionaire as he claims
By DAVID BARSTOW
AND SUSANNE CRAIG
NEW YORK TIMES

President Donald Trump participated in dubious tax schemes
during the 1990s, including instances of outright fraud, that
greatly increased the fortune
he received from his parents, an
investigation by the New York
Times has found.
Trump won the presidency
proclaiming himself a self-made
billionaire, and he has long insisted that his father, legend-
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ary New York City builder Fred
Trump, provided almost no financial help.
But the Times’ investigation,
based on a vast trove of confidential tax returns and financial records, reveals that Trump
received the equivalent today of
at least $413 million from his father’s real estate empire, starting when he was a toddler and
continuing to this day.
Much of this money came to
Trump because he helped his
parents dodge taxes. He and his
siblings set up a sham corporation to disguise millions of dollars in gifts from their parents,
records and interviews show.
Records indicate that Trump
helped his father take improper
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tax deductions worth millions
more. He also helped formulate
a strategy to undervalue his
parents’ real estate holdings by
hundreds of millions of dollars
on tax returns, sharply reducing
the tax bill when those properties were transferred to him and
his siblings.
These maneuvers met with little resistance from the IRS, the
Times found. The president’s
parents, Fred and Mary Trump,
transferred well over $1 billion in wealth to their children,
which could have produced a tax
bill of at least $550 million under
the 55 percent tax rate then imposed on gifts and inheritances.
TURN TO TRUMP » PAGE A6
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President Donald Trump received the equivalent of over $400 million in
today’s money from the real estate empire of his father, Fred C. Trump.

PAY RAISE AT AMAZON: Online retail giant

announces $15 minimum wage for all hourly
workers effective Nov. 1 / B1
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