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GRANFONDO 
CYCLIST KILLED

Fresno man’s fatal crash on steep 
road north of Cazadero casts pall 
over 7th annual charity ride 
Empire Sunday

LESSONS FOR MIDDLETOWN HIGH
Benefield: Advice on rebuilding from Katrina survivors Sports

Doctors differ on 
treatment options

THINK PINK
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, a time 
to honor women who have survived or are battling 
the disease. To celebrate this, we dedicate a portion 
of each section of today’s paper to share 
stories of hope, triumph and progress.  
Inside, you will find:

 ■ Three members of Sebastopol 
family face down cancer / B1

 ■ Each October, 49ers, Raiders, other 
NFL teams do their part to raise 
awareness, funds / C1

 ■ A photographer follows a young 
Santa Rosa mother’s journey 
through treatment / D1

 ■ Sonoma County health care providers 
invest in technology, streamline treatment / E1

 ■ Sonoma Valley woman fought to get diagnosed, 
and, two decades later, fights to help others / T1
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ASSESSING CASE: Sutter oncologist Dr. Elizabeth Peralta, left, and radiologist Dr. Gretchen Smith look over a patient’s mammogram last week in Smith’s Santa 
Rosa office. Smith said doctors can’t predict which cases of non-invasive ductal carcinoma in situ, or DCIS, will progress to an invasive form of the disease.

Up to a quarter of  American women newly 
diagnosed with breast cancer this year 
will face a once-rare condition that has 

spurred wide debate in the medical community 
and left many patients confused about treatment.

The ailment, affecting more than 60,000 newly 
diagnosed women in the country this year, 
according to the American Cancer Society, is 
often referred to as a “stage 0” or “pre-invasive” 
cancer.

The options for treatment are wide-ranging, 
including surgery — the current standard, fol-
lowed up in many cases by radiation or hormone 
therapy — to a more hands-off approach that 
favors waiting to see if  the disease advances.

The illness is known more commonly by its 
initials — DCIS — than by its formal name, 

TAKING NO CHANCES: When Toni Det-
tling of Rohnert Park was diagnosed with 
DCIS, she and her doctors chose to treat it 
aggressively, opting for surgery.

‘STAGE 0’ BREAST CANCER

New study on pre-invasive cancer fuels debate over care
By MARY CALLAHAN
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Valley fire’s toll deep; initial fury detailed

The physical damage from the deadly Valley fire that 
ripped through southern Lake County last month is 
widely apparent, its burned path seen from the streets 
of  a half-dozen rural communities and in images taken 
from space by NASA.

What is less visible, however, is the emotional and 
psychological damage that health experts say is com-
mon in the aftermath of  disasters like wildfires, earth-
quakes and floods. 

“So many people have experienced trauma,” said 
Gail Van Buuren, a therapist with the Redwood Empire 

Overwhelmed by spot fires in bone-dry pine needles 
and leaf  litter at their feet, a Cal Fire captain and three 
firefighters retreated to a patch of  bare earth on a Cobb 
Mountain ridgetop during the first hour of  the vora-
cious Valley fire on Sept. 12.

But they were not safe for long in the fenced goat pen 
where they took refuge. The wind picked up, the spot 
fires multiplied and one man saw the flames “sheeting 
and swirling” across a nearby driveway.

Then, a brush-covered slope “torched into a wall of  
flame,” according to Cal Fire’s first published report on 
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Valley fire victims Fran Leigh and her great-grandson 
Gavin Lerman camp with four generations of their family 
at the Napa County Fairgrounds In Calistoga last month. 

THE AFTERMATH: Experts warn 
emotional effect can be far-reaching

CREW IN PERIL: Cal Fire report 
reveals burned firefighters’ ordeal 

Gov. Jerry Brown

Brown 
vetoes 
bills on 
drones

SACRAMENTO — Gov. Jerry 
Brown on Saturday vetoed a trio 
of  bills that would have prohib-
ited civilians from flying aerial 
drones over wildfires, schools, 
prisons and jails, despite alarm 
over close calls with firefighting 
aircraft.

The governor rejected those 
and six other bills that would 
have created new crimes or pen-
alties for misconduct including 
using bullhooks to handle ele-
phants, allowing explosions in 
drug labs and removing GPS 
tracking devices from paroled 
sex offenders. Brown said in a 
veto message that there are al-
ready laws available to deal with 
any problems addressed by the 
bills.

“Each of  these bills creates 
a new crime — usually by find-
ing a novel way to characterize 
and criminalize conduct that 
is already proscribed,” Brown 
wrote. “This multiplication and 
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By PATRICK MCGREEVY
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Governor rejects creating 
new crimes, saying laws 
already on books apply

Read about outstanding 
teachers in today’s insert, 
SPOTLIGHT ON SONOMA 
COUNTY SCHOOLS.


