
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2016 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

COMMITTED TO 
THE FUTURE »  
Graton Rancheria 
teaches youths 
environmental 
responsibility.   A3

KERRY BENEFIELD »  
When adversity 
strikes, Sonoma 
State men’s soccer 
team knows how 
to stay focused.   
B1

SANTA ROSA
High 76, Low 43
THE WEATHER, B10

Benefield B1
Business A6
Comics B8

Crossword B7
Editorial A7
Horoscope B9

Lotto A2
Movies B6
Obituaries A5

Scoreboard B6
Smith A3
TV B9

HOLIDAY WORKERS IN DEMAND: Eager stores 
offer perks and higher pay to bring in extra 
help for the holiday season. / A6

©2016 
The Press 
Democrat

Changes likely ahead for health care act

WASHINGTON — The fierce strug-
gle to enact and carry out the Afford-
able Care Act was supposed to put an 
end to 75 years of  fighting for a health 
care system to insure all Americans. 
Instead, the law’s troubles could make 
it just a way station on the road to an-

other, more stable health care system, 
the shape of  which could be deter-
mined on Election Day.

Seeing a lack of  competition in 
many of  the health law’s online insur-
ance marketplaces, Hillary Clinton, 
President Barack Obama and much 
of  the Democratic Party are calling 
for more government, not less.

The departing president, the woman 
who seeks to replace him and nearly 
one-third of  the Senate have endorsed 
a new government-sponsored health 
plan, the so-called public option, to 

give consumers an additional choice. 
A significant number of  Democrats, 
for whom Sen. Bernie Sanders spoke 
in the primaries, favor a single-payer 
arrangement, which could take the 
form of  Medicare for all.

Donald Trump and Republicans in 
Congress would go in the direction 
of  less government, reducing federal 
regulation and requirements so insur-
ance would cost less and no-frills op-
tions could proliferate. Trump would, 
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Pediatrician  Mark Sloan gives 5-month-old Ricardo 
Hernandez a check-up with his mother Anna on Jan. 
28 at the Rohnert Park Health Care Center.

By ROBERT PEAR
NEW YORK TIMES
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Election key as proposals to 
stabilize system differ vastly

SMART 
blocks 
freight 
delivery 

The Sonoma-Marin Area Rail 
Transit authority prevented a 
North Coast freight operator 
from delivering a dozen more 
rail cars filled with an estimat-
ed 396,000 gallons of  flammable 
gas to a storage site south of  
Sonoma, escalating tensions be-
tween the rail agencies.

The squabble is increasing 
uncertainty for freight custom-
ers along the Highway 101 cor-
ridor, where Northwestern Pa-
cific Railroad delivers the bulk 
of  malt barley to Petaluma’s 
Lagunitas Brewing Co., along 
with grain feed and lumber to 
several other local companies. 

The dispute centers on North-
western Pacific’s storage of  mil-
lions of  gallons of  liquefied pe-
troleum gas in a dairy pasture 
in Schellville.

On Sunday, SMART denied 
Northwestern Pacific’s request 
to transport 12 tankers from 
American Canyon to Schell-
ville, where the freight operator 
already is storing 80 rail cars 
filled with 2.6 million gallons of  
liquefied petroleum gas.

In response, Northwestern 
Pacific was planning to file a 
petition today with the federal 
Surface Transportation Board 
seeking an emergency order al-
lowing transport and storage of  
the hazardous material.

“SMART basically is not 
the freight police,” said Mitch 
Stogner, executive director of  
the North Coast Railroad Au-
thority, the public agency that 
oversees freight service on the 
line.    

SMART officials contend the 
gas tankers represent a major 

Northwestern Pacific  
to seek emergency order 
to allow transport of gas
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Gold Ridge firefighter Ruben Alvarez works at the scene of a crash Monday after an 82-year-old man lost control of his vehicle on Bodega  
Highway and went down the embankment west of Ferguson Road in Sebastopol.

Full day of crashes

Light rain on Monday — the 
first for this new official rainy 
season — slicked up area road-
ways and led to a nonstop run 
of  crashes throughout Sono-
ma County as drivers slid into 
trees, down embankments and 
spun across slippery asphalt.

Several spinouts and colli-
sions along Highway 101 tan-
gled the morning commute 
from Windsor to Petaluma. 
Later in the morning an over-

turned big rig trailer spilled 
gravel across River Road, block-
ing a stretch of  the busy route 
for hours. 

 CHP Officer Jon Sloat count-
ed 34 crashes from the start of  
the morning commute until 
noon — mainly due to unsafe 
speeds for wet roads. And the 
crashes kept coming as after-

Sonoma County Road Department employers stand at the scene  
of a gravel truck accident blocking River Road near Santa Rosa.

By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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FIRST RAIN OF SEASON » ROADS PROVE HAZARDOUS

WATER OUTLOOK
North Coast is in good shape, especially 
with wet months still to come  / A3

Slick pavement confounds drivers, causing many 
traffic problems in county but no serious injuries

US halts talks with Russia over Syria

WASHINGTON — The United 
States on Monday suspended talks 
with Russia over the protracted con-
flict in Syria, accusing the Kremlin 
of  joining the Syrian air force in 
carrying out a brutal bombing cam-
paign against the besieged city of  

Aleppo.
Anticipating the end of  the talks 

after repeated warnings from U.S. 
officials, President Vladimir Putin 
of  Russia responded by withdraw-
ing from a landmark arms control 
agreement that calls for each side 
to dispose of  34 tons of  plutonium, 
a material used in nuclear weapons.

The developments signaled the 
further deterioration of  relations be-
tween the United States and Russia, 
which are now bitterly at odds over 
Syria, Ukraine and other issues.

“Cooperation over Syria was the 
Obama administration’s last and 

best shot for arresting the down-
ward spiral in the bilateral relation-
ship with Russia,” said Andrew S. 
Weiss, a former White House expert 
on Russia who is vice president for 
studies at the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace. “The mis-
trust and hostility toward the Unit-
ed States by the Russian leadership 
is real and growing. It is going to 
be the driving force behind Russian 
external behavior for many years to 
come.”

Just a month ago, it had appeared 
that Secretary of  State John Ker-
ry was on the verge of  securing the 

long-sought cooperation of  Russia 
on Syria through an agreement with 
Sergey Lavrov, the Russian foreign 
minister, that called for a reduction 
of  violence, access to humanitarian 
aid and the joint targeting of  jihadi 
groups.

But soon after the agreement was 
announced it began to fray — first 
because of  the accidental bombing 
of  Syrian troops by the U.S.-led coa-
lition and then because of  what the 
United States claimed was a deliber-
ate bombing by Russian aircraft and 

As relations deteriorate, 
Putin also withdraws from 
landmark arms accord
By MICHAEL R. GORDON  
AND ANDREW E. KRAMER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Vladimir 
Putin’s decree 
regarding plu-
tonium seen as 
more politically 
than militarily 
significant.


