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MIDSEASON REPORT: 
Rancho, Newman football 
teams heading for epic 
showdown; El Molino 
turning heads in SCL / C1
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Andrea Pforsich, center, shows her son, Carson Pforsich, a sign that well-wishers strung along her porch as her husband, Andy Pforsich, looks on  
Monday at Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital in Santa Rosa. Carson Pforsich was paralyzed after a diving accident Sunday in Bodega Bay.

Confronting paralysis
SEBASTOPOL » ‘I’M READY FOR IT’

President Donald Trump

Trump 
lauds 
relief 
efforts 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump ventured Tues-
day to a storm-ravaged Amer-
ican island territory where 
residents have felt neglected 
by their government, telling 
Puerto Rican officials that they 
should be proud that only 16 
people were known to have died 
in Hurricane Maria.

“Sixteen versus in the thou-
sands,” Trump said, compar-
ing the storm’s certified death 
toll to the 1,833 killed in 2005 by 
Hurricane Katrina, which he de-
scribed as a “real catastrophe.” 

“You can be very proud of  all 
of  your people, all of  our peo-
ple working together,” he said. 
“Sixteen versus literally thou-
sands of  people. You can be very 
proud.”

Shortly after Trump departed 
the island, however, Gov. Ricar-
do Rosselló told a news confer-
ence in San Juan that deaths 
related to Hurricane Maria had 
risen to 34.

Except for that sad adjust-
ment, the trip marked a well-
worn routine for a president 
on his fourth visit to a disaster 
zone in two months: a pep ral-
ly-like briefing with officials in 
an aircraft hangar, a quick drive 

The paralysis struck 
nearly the instant Carson 
Pforsich’s head hit the 

ocean floor that Sunday after-
noon in Bodega Bay.

He felt no pain. But as he lay 
face down in the water, unable 
to move or beckon help, he was 
thinking, “Please, come get me. 
Otherwise, I’m done.”

His friend Anthony Lepori 
quickly noticed the 17-year-old 
Analy High senior was not 
moving and strode toward him 
and lifted him from the water. 
Two other friends helped carry 
Pforsich back to the beach 

and set him down gently. He 
had fractured a vertebra in 
his neck and badly bruised his 
spinal cord.

His friends had gotten to him 
so fast he was able to hold his 
breath the whole time he was 
in the water.

It would be the first of  many 
circumstances that turned in 
Pforsich’s favor over the ensu-
ing hours and days since the 
Sept. 24 accident, bolstering 
the Sebastopol teen’s faith in 
the prospect of  a full recovery 
as he faces rehabilitation and 
the challenges ahead.

He is buoyed, as well, by 

Justices hear arguments over gerrymandering

WASHINGTON — Justice Anthony 
Kennedy has long been troubled by 
extreme partisan gerrymandering, 
where the party in power draws vot-
ing districts to give itself  a lopsided 
advantage in elections. But he has 

never found a satisfactory way to 
determine when voting maps are so 
warped by politics that they cross a 
constitutional line.

After spirited Supreme Court argu-
ments Tuesday, there was reason to 
think Kennedy may be ready to join 
the court’s more liberal members in 
a groundbreaking decision that could 
reshape American democracy by let-
ting courts determine when lawmak-
ers have gone too far.

Kennedy asked skeptical questions 
of  lawyers defending a Wisconsin leg-
islative map that gave Republicans 

many more seats in the State Assem-
bly than their statewide vote tallies 
would have predicted. He asked no 
questions of  the lawyer representing 
the Democratic voters challenging the 
map.

There was something like consen-
sus among the justices that voting 
maps drawn by politicians to give ad-
vantage to their parties are an unat-
tractive feature of  American democ-
racy. But the justices appeared split 
about whether the court could find a 

President tours areas in 
Puerto Rico razed 
by Hurricane Maria

SUPREME COURT » Voting 
maps drawn by politicians 
at heart of Wisconsin case
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Analy High School senior optimistic about rehab for a spinal cord injury

Cards from well-wishers adorn Carson Pforsich’s room Monday at 
Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital in Santa Rosa.

Anthony 
Kennedy
Supreme Court 
justice may play 
pivotal role in 
gerrymandering  
decision.
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LOPEZ PARK GETS FUNDING BUMP » Supervisors 
OK grant for SR space dedicated to slain teen.  A3

CELEBRATE OKTOBERFEST » Enjoy fall-themed 
recipes to complement your favorite beer.  D1

Vegas motive still a mystery

INSIDE

 ■Democrats attempt to tackle gun control as GOP leaders 
remain ambivalent / A10

 ■ Friends, relatives remember slain loved ones / B1

Dee Ann Hyatt hugged the 
ground and played dead. Bullets 
sprayed the Sunday night crowd 
stampeding around her for the 
exits at the outdoor country mu-
sic festival in Las Vegas.

Her younger brother, Sonoma 
County native Kurt Von Tillow, 
55, of  Cameron Park lay nearby, 
fatally wounded. Hyatt of  San-
ta Rosa was hit by shrapnel in 
an ankle and her adult daugh-
ter, Araina Hyatt, also of  Santa 
Rosa, was shot in the leg.

She figures if  Von Tillow, 
a truck company owner and 
a 1980 El Molino High School 
graduate, hadn’t tipped her to 
the start of  the mass shooting, 
more of  her family at the con-
cert could have died.

“My brother saved our lives 
basically,” Hyatt said Tuesday, 
still in Las Vegas and awaiting 
her daughter’s surgery. “He 
took a bullet. Because of  him 
we got on the ground and stayed 
there.”

She was among a handful 

LAS VEGAS  — Investigators trying to deter-
mine what sparked the deadliest mass shooting in 
modern U.S. history have found the massacre to be 
the work of a sophisticated planner with the means 
and desire to inflict unprecedented carnage.

But on the second full day after Stephen Pad-
dock smashed out the windows of  a high-floor 
suite on the Las Vegas Strip and opened fire on a 
crowd of  unsuspecting concertgoers, authorities 
still were trying to understand what drove him to 
such evil.

Several new details emerged Tuesday about 

LOCAL VICTIM » Sonoma County 
native among dozens killed

DEADLY PLAN » Shooter 
had set up cameras
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A Las Vegas police officer stands by a blocked off 
area near the Mandalay Bay casino Tuesday.


