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LIQUEFACTION IN  
INDONESIA: Neighborhood 
left in ruins after powerful 
quake causes phenomenon 
in which ground flows / B1

INSIDE

CRUMBLING CLIFF LINKED TO FATAL FALL »  
Sheriff’s Office says sand gave way under 
Petaluma man at Bodega Head.  A3

A’S POSTSEASON HOPES CUT SHORT »  
Oakland out early again with wild-card 
game loss to Yankees in New York.   C1

COTTAGES FOR 
FIRE SURVIVORS  »  
15 modular units 
built to provide  
affordable options 
for housing in 
Windsor, SR. A3

Report faults sheriff on inquiries

The law enforcement watch-
dog that oversees the Sonoma 
County Sheriff’s Office says the 
department’s process for han-
dling complaints of  alleged em-
ployee misconduct needs a ma-
jor overhaul to correct what he 

called “persistent deficiencies” 
in internal investigations into 
allegations of  excessive use of  
force and employee misconduct. 

Jerry Threet, outgoing direc-
tor of  the county’s Independent 
Office of  Law Enforcement Re-
view and Outreach, said the 
problems with internal investi-
gations of  alleged wrongdoing 
by sworn and civilian personnel 
range from a repeated absence 
of  third-party witnesses and 
evidence to investigators failing 
to record witness interviews on 

several occasions, a step rec-
ommended under department 
policy. 

The findings, outlined in a re-
port published by Threet’s office 
late last month, were accompa-
nied by 36 recommendations 
for how to improve the depart-
ment’s internal investigations. 
Threet said he’s made many of  
the suggestions to the depart-
ment already, sometimes more 
than once, in previous audits of  
individual investigations. Many 
of  the problems are recurrent, 

he said. 
The report was accompanied 

by a response from the Sheriff’s 
Office, which defended its inter-
nal investigations, as well a sec-
ondary response from Threet. 

The report, published  
Sept. 25, is arguably the most 
critical of  the Sonoma County 
Sheriff’s Office since the inde-
pendent office began its reviews 
of  the agency’s personnel in-
vestigations 2½ years ago. That 
period has been marked by both 
collaboration with the Sheriff’s 

Office — a department unaccus-
tomed to such independent gov-
ernment oversight — as well as 
public sparring with some coun-
ty supervisors, who have voiced 
concerns Threet was going be-
yond the mission of  his office. It 
was created in the wake of  the 
2013 fatal shooting of  13-year-old 
Andy Lopez to increase trans-
parency and accountability 
within the county’s largest law 
enforcement agency.   

Watchdog: Outside 
witnesses needed during 
internal investigations
By NASHELLY CHAVEZ 
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Rancor 
rising as 
FBI ends 
report  

WASHINGTON — The White 
House prepared late Wednes-
day to send the FBI’s completed 
report on Supreme Court nom-
inee Brett Ka-
vanaugh to the 
Senate, as parti-
san rancor con-
tinued to grow 
over the scope of  
the investigation 
into sexual as-
sault allegations 
that have endan-
gered his confirmation.

The latest FBI probe updating 
Kavanaugh’s background check 
was set to arrive Wednesday 
night on Capitol Hill, according 
to two people familiar with its 
release. White House officials 
have been briefed on the FBI’s 
findings, the people said.

The developments came as 
Senate Democrats opened a new 

GOP senators prepare  
procedural vote to push 
Kavanaugh confirmation
By JOHN WAGNER, SEUNG 
MIN KIM AND JOSH DAWSEY
WASHINGTON POST
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Brett Kavanaugh

INSIDE
Republicans 
aggressively 
challenging 
credibility of  
Kavanaugh’s 
initial accuser, 
Ford / B1

OCTOBER FIRESTORM  |  1 YEAR LATER

COMING FRIDAY What future may hold for environment   |   ONLINE More anniversary coverage at pressdemocrat.com/fireanniversary
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CHARRED PROPERTY: “I have tried really hard to put my emotions on the back burner so that I’m not really dwelling on what I’ve lost, how difficult it is to 
rebuild. But I use that experience,” says Sonoma County Supervisor Susan Gorin, who lost her home to the Nuns fire. She has left a few burned trees on the property.

County supervisor relies on personal experience to help survivors

Susan Gorin strode 
through an empty 
patch of dirt atop a hill 
in Santa Rosa’s Oak-

mont retirement community 
on a recent morning.

Behind her, a group of  
blackened trees bore obvious 
signs of where the Nuns 
fire burned through Trione-
Annadel State Park nearly 
one year earlier. Ahead of  
Gorin, a two-term Sonoma 
County supervisor, the Valley 
of the Moon unfolded in the 
distance, a stunning view 
she fell in love with when she 
moved to the site more than 
five years ago.

But Gorin doesn’t live there anymore. 
Her home is gone, one of  only two in 
the city destroyed by the Nuns fire.

“Welcome to my house,” she said, 
gesturing to the dirt around her with a 
chuckle. 

There was the front door, said the 
former Santa Rosa mayor. There was 
the garage, the kitchen, the living room, 
the dining room and master bedroom.

Years ago, the first morning Gorin 
woke up at the house, she looked out 
her bedroom window and saw turkey 
vultures soaring overhead. 

“I went, ‘I’m in heaven,’ ” she recalled. 
Gorin, 66, and her husband, Joe, left 

their home for the last time when they 
traveled to Colorado to await the birth 

Own Losses Inform 
Gorin On Recovery 

By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SIFTING 
THROUGH 
DEBRIS: Susan 
Gorin searches 
the ashes of her 
home for her 
belongs, including 
pieces of china 
belonging to her 
grandmother, on 
Oct. 18 in the 
Oakmont area of 
Santa Rosa.
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