
A LOOK AT PLANNED 
PARENTHOOD
County backers rally for agency 
they say is key to ensuring 
reproductive health B1
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As SF struggles against Packers, Lowell Cohn asks: Where’s apology now, Jed? C1

NINERS STILL 
FALLING SHORT

Healdsburg pair sues over VW deceit
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OUTDOOR SPACES: Healdsburg Junior High students gather on the artificial grass for lunch in an area previously occupied by portable classrooms.

$13.2M makeover
Healdsburg Junior High remodeled to create 

flexible teaching environment, inspire collaboration, inquiry
UC 

Berkeley 
to request 

letters

In a significant break from 
tradition, UC Berkeley will ask 
some freshman applicants to 
submit letters of  recommenda-
tion from teachers and mentors 
this fall. And the UC system 
is studying whether all of  its 
nine undergraduate campuses 
should do the same in future 
years as another way to choose 
among the avalanche of  stu-
dents seeking admission.

The new policy at UC Berke-
ley, while optional and limited 
this year, has triggered much 
debate at other UC campuses 
and high schools around the 
state about 
the value of  
such letters 
and wheth-
er they hurt 
or help the 
chances of  
public school 
students.

A d d i n g 
even optional 
re c o m m e n -
dations to 
all UC ap-
p l i c a t i o n s 
“would be a 
sea change,” 
said Stephen 
Handel, UC’s 
a s s o c i a t e 
vice presi-
dent for un-
dergraduate 
admissions. 
Upcoming deliberation will 
have to measure the usefulness 
in admissions decisions against 
concerns that a change might 
“inadvertently disenfranchise 
certain students from even ap-
plying,” he said.

Unlike most private univer-
sities and some public schools, 
the University of  California 
generally has not asked for 
recommendations in its main 
undergraduate applications. It 
relies instead on high school 
grades, standardized test scores, 
personal essays and a review of  
students’ accomplishments and 
personal challenges.

Only a few specialized UC 
programs currently require 
such letters, and some campus-
es seek extra information about 
a very small number of  students 
months after the original appli-
cation deadline, officials said.

UC Berkeley had planned to 
ask, but not require, all under-
graduate applicants this fall to 
submit two letters of  recom-

The entrance to Healdsburg 
Junior High had been high bars 
and two gray metal doors that 

opened onto a dull courtyard.
Inside the similarly drab buildings, 

things were predictable. Old-fash-
ioned desks were set up in rows that 
stayed that way, inside low-ceilinged 
classrooms that were like boxes.

“We described it as a prison,” said 
architect Mark Quattrocchi, whose 
Santa Rosa firm redesigned the 
campus.

When students returned to campus 
in August, large, more inviting open-

ings had replaced the doors and bars. 
There is a fresh campuswide paint 
job (beige and “heirloom tomato”) 
and new classrooms bear no resem-
blance to the old, with furniture that 
moves and high glass walls.

“It was like the light was finally 
shining,” Principal Bill Halliday said.

The $13.2 million makeover, funded 
by a $35 million school bond Healds-
burg voters approved in 2012, was 
done for reasons much deeper than 
appearance alone. The goal was to 
create a flexible teaching environ-
ment, refashioning the school in line 
with educational philosophies that 
prize collaboration and inquiry over 

Some applicants will be 
asked for recommendations 

this fall, sparking debate
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Barbara Bozman-Moss and 
her husband have long em-
braced cleaner-burning and fu-
el-efficient cars, starting with 
the purchase of  their first hybrid 
in 2001.

When the Healdsburg couple 
bought a 2010 Volkswagen Jetta 

SportWagen with a “clean die-
sel” engine, they believed they 
were carrying on the tradition 
of  making eco-conscious choic-
es. In fact, they unwittingly had 
done the opposite.

The couple was stunned by 
Volkswagen’s admission that it 
installed software in 11 million 
diesel vehicles worldwide to de-
ceive emissions tests. Drivers 
who thought they were doing 
their part to help stave off pollu-
tion instead have been emitting 
10 to 40 times the legal limit of  
nitrous oxides with every turn 

of  the key.
“Every time I get in it I cringe,” 

Bozman-Moss, an attorney tran-
sitioning to nonprofit work, said 
of  the silver Jetta, which is her 
main mode of  transportation. 
“It’s awful.”

The couple and another Sono-
ma County Volkswagen diesel 
owner are suing the German car 
company and the Southern Cali-
fornia dealer who sold them the 
vehicles for fraud and breach of  
contract. The suit seeks class-ac-
tion status representing all Cal-

SR attorney seeks to 
represent California drivers 

in class-action litigation
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FIRE AGENCIES SEEK SHARE OF TAX FUNDS: 
With volunteer system ‘in collapse,’ Mendocino 
County districts push for Prop 172 revenue  / B1
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SEATING OPTIONS: Students can sit at tall cafe tables on 
swivel stools or at lower tables on chairs with wheels. 
For more photos, go to pressdemocrat.com.
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Barbara 
Bozman- 
Moss and 
her husband 
allege they 
are victims 
of fraud as 
a result of 
Volkswagen’s 
emissions 
scandal.

POLICY SHIFT

This fall, UC 
Berkeley will 
request letters of 
recommendation 
from about 20% of 
applicants, mainly 
those whose pros-
pects are between 
certain acceptance 
and rejection. 
All students will 
be asked, but not 
required, to submit 
letters starting in 
fall 2016.
The UC system also 
is studying whether 
the policy should be 
rolled out to all of 
its nine campuses.

High court set to wade into charged issues

WASHINGTON — The last Supreme 
Court term ended with liberal victories, 
conservative disarray and bruised rela-
tions among the justices. The new one, 
which opens today, marks the start of  
Chief  Justice John Roberts’ second de-
cade on the court and will reveal whether 
the last term’s leftward drift and acrimo-

ny were anomalies or something more 
lasting.

The court will decide major cases on 
politically charged issues, including the 
fate of  public unions and affirmative 
action in higher education. It will most 
probably hear its first major abortion 
case since 2007 and revisit the clash be-
tween religious liberty and contraception 
coverage.

It will consider three cases that could 
make it harder for workers and consum-
ers to band together in class actions. And 
it will hear cases on the death penalty, a 
topic that twice led to unusually sharp 
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After ending its term with high-profile decisions, 
the Supreme Court’s new term begins today.TURN TO COURT, PAGE A6
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Unions, affirmative action, 
abortion, birth control top 

agenda of term opening today


