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Small-scale medical marijuana 
growers and businesses that manu-
facture medical cannabis products 
are set to get a boost from two new 
laws, both sought by California’s 
burgeoning medical pot industry.

Both laws, signed last week by 
Gov. Jerry Brown, continue filling in 
the specifics of  the state’s landmark 
medical pot law adopted last year, es-
tablishing a regulatory structure to 
be implemented in 2018.

The new law that sets standards 
for medical marijuana manufac-
turers provides legal protection for 

businesses like the CBD Guild of  
Santa Rosa, which manufactures 
cannabis-infused sprays and oils 
and was shut down following a law 
enforcement raid in June.

Nick Caston, a spokesman for 
CBD, said the law, AB 2679, “codifies 
that manufacturing is legally accept-
able and exempt from prosecution.”

Dennis Hunter, the founder of  
CBD, was initially arrested and held 
on $5 million bail then released with-
out charges. At a cannabis confer-

ence last week in Santa Rosa, Hunt-
er said the company will reopen in a 
week to 10 days.

Caston said Monday the company 
is awaiting an occupancy permit and 
a fire inspection by the city and will 
open within a month.

CBD uses a carbon dioxide ex-
traction process, exempting it from 
conditions that apply to manufac-
turers using solvents that must be 

New laws help small pot farmers
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MEDICINAL GROWERS » Legislation builds on industry 
with legal protections, adds licenses for smaller operations
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Highway 101 traffic bogs down in the Novato Narrows near Petaluma as commuters roll into Sonoma County on Tuesday.

Hwy 101 near Petaluma 
among worst in region

MOST CONGESTED FREEWAYS CAMPAIGN 2016

Does it feel like the notorious 
stretch of  Highway 101 south of  
Petaluma known colloquially 
as the Novato Narrows has be-
come an even tighter squeeze?

New data supports that per-
ception.

The roughly 9-mile stretch 
from Atherton Avenue in Nova-
to to East Washington Street in 
Petaluma ranked 40th on the list 
of  the region’s 50 most congest-
ed freeway segments, compiled 
annually by the Metropolitan 

Transportation Commission. 
The study found that mo-

torists spent the equivalent of  
880 hours in 2015 crawling along 
at speeds of  35 mph or less 
during peak commute hours 
northbound on the highway 
from 3 p.m. to 6:20 p.m.

It’s the first time since 2012 
the segment has cracked the 
Top 50 rankings.

“It’s solid just about every 
workday,” CHP Officer Jon 
Sloat said.

No other stretch of  Highway 
101 through Sonoma County 
was ranked among the most 

congested freeways. For the first 
time in three years, the roughly 
4½-mile stretch from Hopper to 
Baker avenues south of  High-
way 12 did not make the list.

But experts said that may 
reflect the fact that congestion 
generally has worsened else-
where around the Bay Area, 
pushing some trouble spots 
down in the rankings.

The study reflects the high-
est recorded level of  congestion 
delay on a per-commuter basis 
in the Bay Area, and a nearly 

Novato Narrows ranks 40th on list of crowded traffic segments
AROUND THE REGION
A look at some other notable trouble 
spots in Sonoma County

 ■ Southbound Highway 101 from River 
Road to College Avenue (54th)

 ■ Southbound 101 from Redwood 
Highway to Petaluma Boulevard South 
(61st)

 ■Northbound 101 from Santa Rosa 
Avenue to Sixth Street (86th)

ONLINE
Read the full report at 
vitalsigns.mtc.ca.gov.
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Kaine, 
Pence 
clash in 
debate

Sen. Tim Kaine and Gov. Mike 
Pence repeatedly threw each 
other on the defensive over their 
running mates’ policies and 
character at the vice presiden-
tial debate Tuesday night, with 
Pence scrambling at times to 
keep up with near-constant at-
tacks on Donald Trump’s fitness 
for the presidency.

Kaine was far more aggressive 
from the start, using a question 
about his own qualifications to 
praise Hillary Clinton at length 
and then declare, “The thought 
of  Donald Trump as command-
er in chief  scares us to death.” 

Kaine, trained as a litigator, 
frequently used this tactic of  
turning questions about himself  
and Clinton into opportunities 
to extol his running mate and 
assail Trump.

“I can’t imagine how Gov. 
Pence can defend the insult-driv-
en, me-first style of  Donald 
Trump,” Kaine said after noting 
that Trump had once described 
Mexicans as “rapists” and 
questioned President Barack 
Obama’s citizenship.

Pence, more formal and 
mild-mannered than his rival, 
seemed frustrated by the fusil-
lade coming from Kaine. The Re-
publican often looked down and 
shook his head slightly in the 
face of  the attacks on Trump, 
while Kaine tended to interrupt 
and talk over Pence. But at oth-
er points, he showed a deftness 
that Trump often lacked at his 
own debate last week.

“Senator, you and Hillary 
Clinton would know a lot about 
an insult-driven campaign,” 
Pence said. “The campaign of  

By JONATHAN MARTIN 
AND PATRICK HEALY
NEW YORK TIMES
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Hurricane Matthew lashes Haiti, hits eastern tip of Cuba

Hurricane Matthew slammed into 
the southwestern coast of  Haiti early 
Tuesday, unleashing 145 mph winds 
and torrential rains that threatened to 
wreak new devastation across a coun-
try still reeling from a ruinous earth-
quake six years ago.

The top United Nations official in 
Haiti, Mourad Wahba, described Mat-

thew as “the largest humanitarian 
event” in the country of  11 million 
since the earthquake, with thousands 
scrambling for shelter.

The eye of  the Category 4 storm 
made landfall around 7 a.m. Eastern 
time, near the coastal commune of  Les 
Anglais, the U.S. National Hurricane 
Center reported. Matthew reached 
the eastern tip of  Cuba — site of  the 
U.S. Guantanamo Bay Naval Base and 
military prison —Tuesday evening en 
route to a projected collision with the 
U.S. East Coast by Thursday. At Guan-
tanamo, the Navy evacuated about 700 
spouses and children of  service mem-
bers.

With the latest models showing the 

hurricane tracking westward toward 
Florida’s Atlantic coast, Republican 
Gov. Rick Scott sternly warned res-
idents in Matthew’s path to be ready 
to evacuate. Scott has declared a state 
of  emergency, activated 200 Nation-
al Guardsmen and put 6,000 more on 
standby.

“Once this storm comes, we cannot 
put our first responders in harm’s 
way,” he said. “You must leave before 
it’s too late. You can rebuild a home; 
you can rebuild a business; you can-
not rebuild a life.”

“We have to be prepared to be hit 
by a catastrophic hurricane,” he said, 
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People watch from the other side of the La Digue 
river as water roars past the destroyed Petit Goave 
bridge in Petit Goave, Haiti, on  Tuesday.TURN TO HURRICANE » PAGE A8

Florida and East Coast  
brace for storm expected  
to hit US on Thursday
By WILLIAM BRANIGIN 
AND DAVID FILIPOV
WASHINGTON POST


