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TIME TO CHANGE BASEBALL POSTSEASON »  
A one-game playoff ignores the nature 
of the sport, Phil Barber writes.   C1

POTHOLE PROBLEMS IN THE NORTH BAY »  
Sonoma County has the worst pavement  
in the region — can it be helped? A3

REFLECTION  
AND RECOVERY »  
Various museums 
hosting exhibits 
to mark the 
anniversary of 
the wildfires.   D1
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OCTOBER FIRESTORM  |  1 YEAR LATER

COMING SATURDAY Some struggle to understand loss   |   ONLINE More anniversary coverage at pressdemocrat.com/fireanniversary
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A CAREER, OBLITERATED:  Soundscape artist Bernie Krause lost his Glen Ellen home and almost all of his life’s work in the Nuns fire. 

Glen Ellen soundscape ecologist loses recordings, home in Nuns fire

Had he not been flee-
ing for his life, Ber-
nie Krause might 
have brought out 

his audio equipment to re-
cord the sound of a nighttime 
inferno roaring through the 
forest outside his Glen Ellen 
home.

In his pioneering career 
as a soundscape ecologist, 
Krause, 79, has been on every 
continent recording wilder-
ness and threats to its exis-
tence. 

Over 50 years, he has amassed an au-
dio archive of  more than 5,000 habitats 
and 15,000 species and written seven 
books, earning Krause acclaim from 
scientists and artists, as well as invi-
tations to give a TED talk and numer-
ous presentations before prestigious 
academic bodies.

Krause stored the original recordings 
— some 500 reel-to-reel tapes in all — in 
his garage studio, thinking it as safe a 
place as any to protect his life’s work. 
The 10-acre retreat, which Krause 
shared with his wife and business 
partner, Kat, was the headquarters 

of  Wild Sanctuary, a groundbreaking 
enterprise Krause started in 1968 with 
the novel goal of  recording nature for 
entertainment purposes and as a quan-
titative means of  assessing the long-

Nature Now Silent 
At Wild Sanctuary 

By DEREK MOORE
FOR THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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FOUNDATIONS: Katherine and Bernie Krause at their home in Glen Ellen on Thursday. Their house was 
burned in the Nuns fire last October, along with Bernie Krause’s archived recordings.
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WORKING TOGETHER: Windsor Fire Protection District firefighters Nick 
Menzel, left, Joel Ferguson, and engineer Keith Muelheim reload firehose.

Four central 
Sonoma 
County fire 
agencies aim 

to join forces within 
months as one huge 
fire district —  a shift 
fast-tracked by the 
October fires and the 
most visible progress 
in a yearslong effort 
to streamline the 
county’s outdated, 

uneven and finan-
cially struggling fire 
services network.

Windsor, Rincon 
Valley and Bennett 
Valley fire districts 
and the Mountain 
Volunteer Company 
are on track to be one 
agency by this spring. 

The plan is backed by the 
Board of  Supervisors, which 
has long favored consoli-
dation and which last year 

Disaster Hastens Agencies’ Merger
By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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WASHINGTON — The Sen-
ate, deeply divided over the 
results of  an FBI investigation 
into sexual misconduct allega-
tions against Judge Brett M. 
Kavanaugh, moved uneasily 
toward a morning vote today 
that will most likely determine 
whether President Donald 
Trump’s nominee will reach the 
Supreme Court.

Republican leaders were in-
creasingly confident that de-
spite a barrage of  accusations 
and an emotional public hearing 
just a week ago, the Senate will 
narrowly vote to cut off debate 
on Kavanaugh’s nomination 

Split Senate   
to vote on   
Kavanaugh
By NICHOLAS FANDOS AND 
SHERYL GAY STOLBERG
NEW YORK TIMES
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$19M 
payment 
in fraud 
ordered

Two former top executives 
at Sonoma Valley Bank and an 
attorney for one of  its largest 
borrowers were ordered Thurs-
day to pay the government more 
than $19 million in restitution 
for their roles in defrauding the 
financial institution before its 
implosion.

Federal prosecutors had 
sought more than twice as much 
money from the three men, but 
U.S. District Judge Susan Illston 
ruled the government did not 
provide adequate evidence sup-
porting its demand for $47.8 mil-
lion in restitution or submit its 
figure in a timely fashion.

The decision brings an end 
to the four-year effort to hold 
someone accountable for the 
2010 failure of  Sonoma Valley 
Bank, the only bank in Sonoma 
County to collapse during the 
global financial crisis that deep-
ened the Great Recession.

The three surviving defen-
dants in the case — Sean Cut-
ting, the bank’s president and 
CEO; Brian Melland, its chief  
loan officer; and David Lonich, 
an attorney who was involved 
in loans linked to the bank’s 
demise — were ordered to re-
pay $19.2 million to the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corp. and 
the U.S. Treasury Department’s 
Troubled Asset Relief  Program, 
according to a court filing.

Neal Stephens, Cutting’s at-
torney, said his client has filed a 

SONOMA VALLEY BANK » 
Judge orders former 
execs, lawyer to pay feds
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