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WHICH PITCHERS 
FOR GIANTS?
Lowell Cohn: With its season over, 
SF needs to work on starting rotation C1

CHANGES TO GRANFONDO
Ride safety weighed in wake of death B1

BLOWERS LEFT TO VOTERS
Sonoma to put thorny issue on ballot B1

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

Teri Shore of the Greenbelt Alliance stands Wednesday in an area off Davis Lane near Penngrove that is part of a buffer between cities.

Split On Sprawl

Right outside city boundaries, more than 
17,000 acres of  land in Sonoma County 
has been put off limits to most develop-

ment for more than a quarter-century to reduce 
sprawl, protect farmland and natural habitat 
and provide some scenic buffer between urban 
areas that most county residents call home.

But some of  the curbs that established those 
so-called community separators, first adopt-
ed by the Board of  Supervisors in 1989 and 
strengthened by two voter-approved ballot mea-
sures in the late 1990s, are set to expire at the 
end of  next year. Their enactment decades ago 
marked a key win for the county’s environmen-

tal movement, with current leaders making it a 
top priority to see the protections renewed. 

So far, however, they haven’t had the recep-
tion they’d hoped for from the Board of  Super-
visors, which has balked at fully endorsing an 
extension at the ballot box in 2016. The issue 
could become a key one in races for three board 
seats up for election next year.

Teri Shore, the North Bay’s director for the 
Greenbelt Alliance, an environmental group 
spearheading the campaign, said a September 
poll shows that there is widespread public sup-
port for extending the protections indefinitely. 
They currently exist outside most cities and 
towns in the county, except for Cloverdale and 
Penngrove, where supporters hope to enact new 
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“That has always been one of the challenges here, how to balance 
a strong economy and preservation of open space.”

NOREEN EVANS, Greenbelt Alliance board member and former state senator

GREENBELT DEBATE

Buffer zones: Community sepa-
rators prevent most development 
on more than 17,000 acres of open 
space from Healdsburg to Petaluma. 
Set to expire: The protections 
were first adopted in 1989 and 
strengthened in the late 1990s. 
Some of the curbs are set to expire 
at the end of next year.
Divided on issue: Environmental-
ists are seeking to extend the curbs 
and expand them to areas near 
Cloverdale and Penngrove, while 
builders contend the county’s hous-
ing needs must be considered first.

Push to expand open space protections pits environmentalists against builders

Inmates 
sue over 
alleged 
beatings

A federal civil rights lawsuit 
filed Monday accuses Sonoma 
County correctional deputies 
of  assaulting 20 inmates over 
a more than five-hour peri-
od of  continuous beatings in 
which masked guards allegedly 
marched cell to cell, punching 
and kicking their terrified cap-
tives, who begged them to stop 
and screamed in pain.

The suit, filed in U.S. District 
Court in San Francisco, seeks 
unspecified damages from the 
county and Sheriff Steve Freitas 
as well as the appointment of  a 
special monitor to oversee use-
of-force incidents at the jail and 
report findings to the court for 
three years.

Lawyers for plaintiffs Mar-
qus Martinez, 28, of  Santa Rosa 
and Dan Banks, 23, of  Petaluma 
allege the abuse meted out at 
the Sonoma County jail is en-
couraged by department policy, 
which they claim promotes a 
culture of  violence among cor-
rectional deputies amounting to 
cruel and unusual punishment.

“This is like a horror movie,” 
said Santa Rosa attorney Izaak 
Schwaiger, one of  three lawyers 
handling the case. “And we have 
reason to believe this was not an 
isolated incident.”

The Sheriff’s Office issued 
a statement Monday evening 
categorically denying “the out-
rageous and inflammatory ac-
cusations delineated in the com-
plaint.”

“There is absolutely no basis 
to the allegations of  torture, sa-
distic actions, and patterns of  
egregious constitutional viola-
tions or human suffering,” ac-
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Sheriff’s Office: Accusations 
that 20 prisoners attacked 
by jail guards ‘outrageous’

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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NOBEL PRIZE IN MEDICINE:  
3 scientists recognized for 
parasite-fighting work / A3

Brown signs right-to-die bill

SACRAMENTO — Caught 
between conflicting moral ar-
guments, Gov. Jerry Brown, a 
former Jesuit seminary student, 
signed a measure Monday al-
lowing physicians to prescribe 
lethal doses of  drugs to termi-
nally ill patients who want to 

hasten their deaths.
Brown appeared to struggle in 

deciding whether to approve the 
bill, whose opponents included 
the Catholic Church.

“In the end, I was left to reflect 
on what I would want in the face 
of  my own death,” Brown wrote 
in a signing message. “I do not 
know what I would do if  I were 
dying in prolonged and excru-
ciating pain. I am certain, how-
ever, that it would be a comfort 
to be able to consider the op-
tions afforded by this bill. And I 
wouldn’t deny that right to oth-
ers.”

The new law is modeled af-
ter one that went into effect in 
1997 in Oregon, where last year 
105 people took their lives with 
drugs prescribed for that pur-
pose.

The California law will per-
mit physicians to provide lethal 
prescriptions to mentally com-
petent adults who have been di-
agnosed with terminal illnesses 
and expect that they would die 
within six months.

The law will take effect 90 
days after the Legislature ad-
journs its special session on 

After months of debate, 
California becomes 5th state 

to allow assisted suicide

By PATRICK MCGREEVY
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Debbie 
Ziegler holds 
a photo 
of her late 
daughter, 
Brittany May-
nard, as she 
hugs Ellen 
Pontac after 
a right-to die 
measure was 
approved 
last month 
by the state 
Assembly.

Trade pact may benefit wine industry

The North Coast wine indus-
try likely stands to benefit from 
a trade pact that was reached 
early Monday by the United 
States and 11 other Pacific Rim 
countries writing new com-
merce rules for nearly 40 per-

cent of  the world’s gross domes-
tic product.

The pact, known as the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership, 
eventually would end more than 
18,000 tariffs that the participat-
ing countries have placed on 
U.S. exports, including autos, 
machinery, technology, con-
sumer goods, chemicals and 
agricultural products as varied 
as avocados from California and 
wheat, pork and beef  from the 
Plains states. 

The agreement now goes to 

Congress, which must ratify the 
pact before it takes effect.

Most notably, local vintners 
could see lower tariffs from Ja-
pan, the third-largest export 
market for American wines last 
year at $88 million, according to 
the Wine Institute, which rep-
resents California producers.

Without the pact, American 
wine producers would be at a 
disadvantage in Japan, which 
previously struck trade deals 
with rivals Australia and Chile. 
Japan’s agreement with Chile 

will end tariffs in 2019, while its 
deal with Australia eliminates 
a 15 percent tariff on bottled 
Australian wine over the next 
seven years, said Tom LaFaille, 
vice president and internation-
al trade counsel for the Wine 
Institute. All three countries 
are part of  the new trade agree-
ment reached Monday, as well 
as New Zealand, another large 
wine-producing country.

“We make the best wines in 
the world and we really need to 
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Accord between US, 
11 other Pacific Rim nations 

would end 18,000 tariffs


