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WHEELIN’ TO CLASS  » Sonoma County students 
bike, walk, scooter and rollerblade to school.   A3

LIGHT IT UP » Microorganisms put on a glow 
show via bioluminescence in area’s waters.   D1

Jen Johnson and Serafina 
Palandech, owners of  
Hip Chick Farms. 

Hip 
Chick 
chefs off 
to DC

The White House is about to 
get a taste of  the culinary skill 
of  the chef and co-founder of  Se-
bastopol’s high-end frozen food 
maker, Hip Chick Farms.

The invitation to serve as 
guest chef for a staff luncheon 
Friday came to Hip Chick’s Jen 
Johnson after President Obama 
this spring tasted her cooking.

In April the president ate a 
dinner specially prepared for 
him by Johnson, featuring Kobe 
short ribs, potato purée, heir-
loom carrots and Dungeness 
crab citrus salad. For the meal, 
Obama dined privately while at-
tending a fundraiser at the San 
Francisco home of Ann and Gor-
don Getty, for whom Johnson is 
personal chef.

Afterward, a White House 
official extended the invitation 
to Johnson to cook for the pres-
ident and about 300 staff mem-
bers in Washington. “He said his 
boss loved the food so much,” 
Johnson recalled.

Johnson this week is in the na-
tion’s capital with partner Sera-
fina Palandech and their daugh-
ter, Rubyrose. Accompanying 
them are a sous chef, pastry chef  
and assorted family members. 
The cooks will prepare food 
Thursday and serve it Friday. 
The Hip Chick family members 

Sebastopol food makers 
to serve White House
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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NSA contractor secretly arrested by FBI

WASHINGTON — The FBI 
secretly arrested a National Se-
curity Agency contractor in re-
cent weeks and is investigating 
whether he stole and disclosed 
highly classified computer code 

developed to hack into the net-
works of  foreign governments, 
according to several senior law 
enforcement and intelligence 
officials.

The theft raises the embar-
rassing prospect that for the 
second time in three years, an 
insider has managed to steal 
highly damaging secret infor-
mation from the NSA. In 2013, 
Edward Snowden, who was also 
a contractor for the agency, 
took a vast trove of  documents 
that were later passed to jour-
nalists, exposing NSA surveil-

lance programs in the United 
States and abroad.

The contractor was identified 
as Harold Martin III, 51, of  Glen 
Burnie, Maryland, according 
to a criminal complaint filed 
in late August. He was charged 
with theft of  government prop-
erty, and unauthorized removal 
or retention of  classified docu-
ments. During an FBI raid of  
his house, agents seized docu-
ments and digital information 
stored on electronic devices. A 
large percentage of  the materi-
als found in his house and car 

contained highly classified in-
formation.

At the time, FBI agents inter-
viewed Martin, and he initially 
denied having taken the doc-
uments and digital files. The 
agency later said he had stated 
he knew he was not authorized 
to have the materials. Accord-
ing to the complaint, he told the 
agency that “he knew what he 
had done was wrong and that he 
should not have done it because 
he knew it was unauthorized.”

By JO BECKER  
AND ADAM GOLDMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Harold Martin III may 
have stolen highly  
classified computer code

Above, Giants’ Conor 
Gillaspie rounds the 
bases Wednesday 
after hitting a three-
run home run against 
the New York Mets 
during the ninth 
inning of the National 
League wild-card 
game. At left,  
Brandon Belt, left, 
and Brandon 
Crawford, right, 
celebrate with 
Gillaspie after the 
Giants beat the 
Mets, 3-0.

They stumbled through the 
summer, but the San Francisco 
Giants seem to have found that 

even-year magic.
Madison Bumgarner pitched a four-

hit shutout Wednesday, as the Giants 
beat the New York Mets 3-0 in the 
National League wild-card game.

For most of  the night, Bumgarner, 
the 2014 World Series MVP, was locked 
in a duel with the Mets’ Noah Synder-
gaard, who gave up two hits in seven 
innings. Conor Gillaspie’s three-run 
home run in the top of  the ninth ac-
counted for the game’s only scoring.

The Giants open the National League 
Division Series at 6 p.m. Friday against 
the Chicago Cubs, who are seeking 
their first World Series win since 1908.

For more coverage, see Page C1.
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Giant leap forward
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A Concord company has proposed 
building a $30-plus million senior as-
sisted-living facility along Old Redwood 
Highway in Larkfield.

Anticipating more growth in the lo-
cal senior population, Carlton Senior 
Living has applied to Sonoma County to 

build a 142-unit complex next door to the 
Larkfield Shopping Center, about a block 
north of  Mark West Springs Road.

The three-story facility would sit on 
3.68 acres of  land and would include units 
for independent living, assisted living and 
memory care.

“We saw that there was a real need in 
this particular county,” Carlton Presi-
dent David Coluzzi said Tuesday.

He noted that the county’s existing se-
nior facilities have relatively high occu-
pancy rates. And his company’s review 
of  data from select county neighborhoods 
showed the number of  households with 

members aged 75 or older is expected to 
grow by roughly 4 percent over the next 
three years.

County planners this week sent a noti-
fication letter to the neighbors of  the pro-
posed site at 4372 Old Redwood Highway.

Planners also have started a review of  
the application submitted on Sept. 21 by 
Carlton, which owns 11 similar facilities 
in Northern California. That review will 
determine what, if  any, environmental 
studies are required and what hearings 
must take place for the project.

County Supervisor James Gore, who 
represents Larkfield, plans to meet today 

with a representative from Carlton, ac-
cording to the supervisor’s office.

The proposal comes at a time when lo-
cal senior housing facilities, like the larg-
er conventional rental market, report rel-
atively high occupancy rates and rents.

The county currently has about 1,500 
units at senior facilities that provide inde-
pendent living, assisted care and memory 
care services, according to the nonprofit 
National Investment Center for Seniors 
Housing & Care, a nonprofit that tracks 
such data. 

Company seeks senior housing OK
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LARKFIELD » The 142-unit  
assisted-living complex would 
cost more than $30 million
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT


