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MEMORABLE HOMECOMING » Casa Grande defeats 
Sonoma Valley with VVAL win, 40-7.   C1

RECOVERING LANDSCAPE » Fire victims create 
web-based service to help with gardening.   D1

W I N N E R  O F  T H E  2 0 1 8  P U L I T Z E R  P R I Z E

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2018 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

OCTOBER FIRESTORM  |  1 YEAR LATER

COMING SUNDAY Couple recalls waiting for rescue    |   ONLINE More anniversary coverage at pressdemocrat.com/fireanniversary
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LOSING EVERYTHING: Janet Reisner lost her house in Coffey Park while neighbors’ homes, three doors down, survived.

Those who lost homes, those who didn’t struggle to relate experiences

Ever since she lost her 
Coffey Park home in 
the Tubbs fire, Amy 
Marlar has some-

times felt like she lives in a 
world apart.

Many people have been 
supportive and kind. But 
unless they’ve fled their home 
in terror in the middle of the 
night and lost everything they 
own, there is no way, she said, 
they can really understand 
the pain that still dogs her, a 
year later.

It can leave her feeling 
alone.

“When people say, ‘I didn’t lose a 
home but my parents did, or my in-laws 
did, or a co-worker did,’ it’s frustrat-
ing,” she said. “It’s not the same. It’s 
not even close.”

Across town, Kimberly Hall still 
ruminates that her cottage in Bennett 
Valley didn’t burn, while her parents 
lost their home — the house she grew 
up in. Her brother, who lived by their 
parents in the Mark West Springs area, 
was also left without a home.

“I honestly still struggle with that 

from time to time,” said Hall, who 
teaches second and third grades at 
Rincon Valley Christian School. Her 
family, she said, assures her she should 
not feel responsible.

“We have a strong faith in God and 
family and they remind me God is in 
control and has a reason why you still 
have your stuff.”

Hall nonetheless, still wrestles with 
guilt that it was her parents’ house, the 
one she grew up in, filled with family 
memories and treasures, and not her 

tiny granny unit that burned to ash 
that night.

The impact of  last year’s fires remains 
deeply uneven. Scores lost loved ones, 
hundreds lost businesses and thousands 
lost their homes, filled with everything 
they owned, including the kind of  
“stuff” that can’t be replaced, like pho-
tos, heirlooms, collections and cherished 
items with priceless sentimental value.

And yet, the bulk of  North Bay  

Little Ellie Umehara 
just started walk-
ing. Life is normal 
for the 9-month-

old. She coos and squeals, 
and goes to story time at 
the library with her mom.

All is well with the infant, part of  
a unique cohort of  babies who were 
in their mothers’ protective wombs 
last October when wildfires filled 
the air with the uncommonly foul 

Victims Still Feel  
‘A World Apart’

Fire Babies Among Health Mysteries
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‘I WAS JUST LUCKY’: Ginger and Lou Orosco pause at their Banyan Place home, which  survived the 
October 2017 wildfires while neighbors just a few houses away lost everything.
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Brett Kavanaugh

Vote is 
all but 
a done 
deal 

WASHINGTON — Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh, whose Su-
preme Court hearings ripped 
apart the Senate and roiled the 
nation, headed for final confir-
mation to the court after two 
key undecided senators an-
nounced Friday that they would 
back him, despite allegations of  
sexual assault and deep-seated 
Democratic op-
position.

The last-min-
ute announce-
ments by Sen. 
Susan Collins, 
R-Maine, and Joe Manchin, 
D-West Virginia, capped an emo-
tional and deeply divisive con-
firmation process that, in the 
end, turned as much on ques-
tions about Kavanaugh’s hones-
ty, temperament and treatment 
of  women as it did on his juris-
prudence. A final vote is expect-
ed late Saturday afternoon.

Kavanaugh’s ascent to the 
nation’s highest court is a huge 
victory for President Donald 

Collins and Manchin 
will vote for Kavanaugh, 
ensuring confirmation
By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG
NEW YORK TIMES
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STUDY: Christina 
Umehara sings 
and plays with 
her 9-month-old 
daughter, Ellie, 
during reading 
time at the 
Sebastopol library 
on Friday. The pair 
are participants 
in a UC Davis 
study aimed at 
assessing the 
health impacts of 
smoke from the 
October wildfires 
on unborn babies.   
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CELLPHONE ALERTS:  
Sonoma County report 
states test of emergency 
warnings exposed  
‘significant issues’. / A3
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1 in 3 eat 
fast food 
every day

If  you’re an adult in Amer-
ica, there’s a better than 1 in  
3 chance that you’ll eat fast food 
today — if  you haven’t already.

New survey data from the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention show that  
36.6 percent of  us eat some kind 
of  fast food on any given day. 
That includes 37.9 percent of  
men and 35.4 percent of  women, 
according to a report published 
Wednesday by the CDC’s Nation-
al Center for Health Statistics.

Fast food is on the menu 
all day long. On a typical day,  
22.7 percent of  Americans get 
their breakfast from a fast-
food outlet. At lunchtime,  
43.7 percent of  Americans pick 
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