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State may 
vote on 
Citizens 
United

The California Supreme 
Court appeared ready Tuesday 
to allow the Legislature to ask 
voters their view of  a controver-
sial U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
that expanded corporate and 
union spending in federal elec-
tions.

The court’s posture during 
a hearing Tuesday contrasted 
with its decision a year ago to 
block state lawmakers from put-
ting the advisory measure on 
the ballot.

The measure, Proposition  49, 
asks voters whether there 
should be a federal constitu-
tional amendment to overturn 
Citizens United, the 2010 ruling 
that permitted corporations and 
unions to spend unlimited sums 
to try to sway voters in federal 
candidate elections.

The only division on the court 
Tuesday appeared to be over how 
broadly a ruling in favor of  the 
Legislature should be written.

Some justices seemed to want 
a narrow decision based on the 
right of  state legislatures to 
query voters on possible feder-
al constitutional amendments. 
Others said California law gives 
the Legislature the right to put 
all sorts of  advisory measures 
on the ballot.

Chief  Justice Tani Cantil- 
Sakauye noted that cities and 
counties regularly put plebi-
scites on the ballot seeking the 
views of  constituents.

“What is the harm?” she 
asked.

Justice Carol Corrigan sug-
gested there was nothing in the 

Legislature pursues advisory 
measure for 2016 on divisive  

Supreme Court decision 

By MAURA DOLAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Laytonville killer to spend life in prison

A Laytonville teen described by a 
Mendocino County detective as “pure 
evil” following a brutal, hate-fueled 
rampage in which he stabbed to death 
two members of  the family he was liv-
ing with and nearly killed two others 
was sentenced Tuesday to 71 years to 
life in prison.

The crimes committed by Talen 
Barton, 19, were so heinous that Men-

docino County Superior Court Judge 
Ann Moorman said she would be writ-
ing a letter to the state corrections 
department so she can comment at 
his parole hearing, should he ever be 
granted one decades from now.

“I’ll see to it you never see the light 
of  day,” Moorman told Barton. 

“That’s great,” said Barton, who 
was shackled but still able to give the 
judge a thumbs-up. 

Barton has indicated on multiple 
occasions that he believes he deserves 
to be punished for what he did the 
night of  July 19. But he has remained 
largely emotionless in court and 
during interviews with sheriff’s detec-
tives and psychologists, according to a 
comprehensive probation report filed 

with the court. 
Barton in September pleaded guilty 

to charges that include two counts of  
murder and two of  attempted murder. 
He also pleaded guilty to imprisoning 
two teen girls in the Laytonville home 
after the attacks and preventing them 
from phoning 911 by cutting the phone 
lines, according to the probation re-
port. He later used a cellphone to call 
911 himself. 

Barton smoked marijuana and of-
fered the imprisoned girls cookies 
while he waited for deputies to arrive, 
according to the probation report. He 
also asked the surviving victims how 
it felt to die as they struggled to live, 
the probation report stated.

Teen who confessed to murdering 
father-son pair in July will ‘never 
see the light of day,’ judge says

By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Talen Barton, 19, shown in court Aug. 4, pleaded 
guilty to charges including two counts of murder.

Middletown man slain on Marin hiking trail
FAIRFAX — Detectives say they are 

looking for three persons of  interest 
in the killing of  a Lake County man 
on a North Bay hiking trail.

The body of  Steve Carter, 67, of  Mid-
dletown was found by a hiker at 6 p.m. 
Monday along a scenic trail east of  
Fairfax, the Marin County Sheriff’s 
Office said.

Sheriff’s investigators Tuesday eve-
ning released surveillance video that 
shows two of  the three people they 

want to question in Carter’s shooting 
death.

The surveillance footage taken from 
a convenience store in Fairfax shows a 
long-haired man wearing a black hat 
and a woman with dirty-blond hair 
wearing dark clothing.

Carter was a well-known Tantra 
and yoga teacher and massage thera-
pist who founded the Ecstatic Living 
Institute in Middletown with his wife 
and co-teacher, Lokita, said Logan 
Rose, director of  the institute.

He was found still holding the leash 

of  a Doberman pinscher believed to 
be his dog, Lt. Doug Pittman said. The 
dog also was shot, but it survived and 
was turned over to the Marin Humane 
Society, Pittman said.

Michael Carter of  Fresno confirmed 
that his brother, Steve, was the victim.

“I’ve heard that he was murdered, 
but I haven’t heard anything other 
than that,” Michael Carter said.

Carter said that he knew of  no 
one who disliked his brother. “I can’t 
imagine that it’s anything other than 

ROBERT TONG / Marin Independent Journal 

The Marin County Sheriff’s Office investigates a 
homicide Tuesday west of Fairfax. TURN TO SLAIN, PAGE A7

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS
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Jeannine Kenward, from left, Kay Monroe and Vanessa Vasquez train on the computerized pharmaceutical delivery system Tuesday as 
they prepare for the opening of Sonoma West Medical Center in Sebastopol. The hospital is awaiting state approval to open its doors.

Opening date unclear
Sebastopol’s new Sonoma West Medical Center  

losing millions while it works to get state’s permission to launch

L ate last year, when supporters 
embarked on an ambitious plan 
to resurrect the failed Palm Drive 

Hospital, they set a target date of  early 
April for the grand opening.

Five months later, the hospital remains 
closed, and neither hospital officials nor 
the state Department of  Public Health 
have a firm date for when it will reopen 
under its new name, Sonoma West Medi-
cal Center. 

Every month the hospital remains 
closed costs it another $1 million, rough-
ly, according to hospital CEO Raymond 
Hino. The delays and daily expenditures 
are likely to put even greater financial 
pressure on the hospital when it finally 
opens, but officials said they are confident 
the hospital will succeed in the end.

“The complexity of  opening a hospital, 
in terms of  degree of  difficulty, is off the 
charts,” Hino said. “Early on, we did not 
have an appreciation of  how difficult it 
was going to be to reopen a hospital that 
had been closed.”

Critics say that since last year, hospital 
supporters have floated unrealistic time 
frames for retooling the hospital, which 
was shuttered in the spring of  2014 due 
to dramatic declines in both overnight 
patient stays and insurance reimburse-
ments.

“They’ve consistently underestimated 
the time, cost and complexity of  reopening 
the hospital,” said Sebastopol mechanical 
engineer Jim Horn, a former hospital 
board director who strongly questions the 
viability of  the new hospital.
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