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County unveils new marijuana rules
CANNABIS CULTIVATION »
Some growers worry
regulations too strict
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A cloud of uncertainty hangs
over the hundreds of Sonoma County residents who grow marijuana
for a living as the county bureaucracy continues a rapid march toward
regulating their well-known but
largely invisible industry.
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More than 200 people attended a
Cannabis Community Meeting held
by county officials Thursday night
at the Glaser Center in Santa Rosa
to explain a proposed land use ordinance just six days after it was
released and two months before the
Board of Supervisors is scheduled
to enact it.
Public workshops on the ordinance regulating medical marijuana were held around the county in
July and August.
“This is not perfect by any means,
but it is a first step,” Board Chair-

man Efren Carrillo said, noting
there is a “bright future” for cannabis in the county that abuts the
famed Emerald Triangle pot-growing region.
When the meeting ended, Cory
Bohn, a west county marijuana
farmer for 15 years, said he wasn’t
sure if he would fit in under the
proposed regulations that dictate
where the psychoactive herb can be
grown.
“Prohibition’s over but there’s
still a lot of rules,” Bohn said. “I
want to be compliant but I have a

family of five to support.”
Bohn said he grows marijuana in
a rural residential area, in a landuse zone that is likely to generate
the most debate over the county’s
zoning plan.
Cultivation of up to six plants for
personal use is allowed across the
board in the county’s 24 different
land-use zones, except for mediumand high-density urban residential
zones.
In the two rural residential zones,
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101 bypass to open

Brilliant
attorney,
scholar
dies at 82
SR community leader
fought for abused kids,
a ‘first-class guy’
By CHRIS SMITH
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Jack DeMeo, a preeminent
Sonoma County trial attorney
who grew his family’s Depression-era law practice and became renowned as much for
his community leadership
and civility as
for his dogged
brilliance
in
the courtroom,
died Thursday
at his Santa
Rosa home. He
was 82.
Jack
DeMeo,
a
DeMeo
native son of
Santa Rosa, practiced law in the
city for 58 years and only in recent months was forced to ease
back from work by the effects of
myeloma, a cancer of the blood.
Born into an Italian-American family that worked to overcome many of the obstacles
facing immigrants in the early
20th century, he became one of
the most successful local attorneys of his generation, known
around town for his passion for
horse racing and for his steady
contribution to charitable and
community causes. He helped
launch the foundation that supports the Valley of the Moon
Children’s Home, was a trustee
in the earliest days of Cardinal Newman High School and
served for years on the board of
the Sonoma County Fair.
DeMeo made himself an expert in many areas of civil law,
earning recognition in the legal
field across the state and country.
“He was a scholar, author and
someone who was a master of a
host of specialties: litigation,
banking, estate, equine, criminal, real estate,” said former
Santa Rosa city attorney Brien
Farrell, who began his career
with DeMeo’s firm.
Short in stature and long on
diligence and caring, he was
thrust into law and community service by inspiration from
the generation of DeMeos that
preceded him. He in turn inspired subsequent generations:
son Brad DeMeo is a Sonoma
County Superior Court judge
and granddaughter Emily DeMeo a few years ago joined her
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On the north end of the Willits bypass, a sign needs to have an N added to designate the exit to North Main Street.

Some concerned about losing business; planned street
improvements hoped to make town more appealing
By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Willits is clogged with afternoon traffic Wednesday at the
Highway 101 Highway 20 intersection.

WILLITS — On the outskirts
of this town that bills itself as the
“Gateway to the Redwoods,” a $300
million bypass first proposed by
road engineers 60 years ago to relieve Highway 101 traffic is now
complete except for some finishing
touches.
The nearly 6-mile viaduct skirts
Willits to the east, and beginning
Nov. 3 it will divert highway travelers around this city of roughly 5,000

situated in the heart of Mendocino
County and along the main northsouth route for commercial and vacation traffic.
For some, the long-awaited project is cause for celebration, enabling
Willits’ transformation into a more
pedestrian-friendly
community,
without the constant stream of bigrig trucks and vehicles clogging
Main Street. For others, that change
is cause for trepidation, perhaps depriving the community of some of
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‘This storm will kill you,’ governor warns
HURRICANE WATCH »
Evacuations ordered
ahead of Matthew
By MARK BERMAN
AND RENAE MERLE
THE WASHINGTON POST

JACKSONVILLE, Florida —
The strongest storm system to
threaten the United States in a
decade roared toward Florida
on Thursday, forcing thousands
from their homes and prompting dire warnings from forecasters and public officials alike.
Floridians hunkered down
Thursday as pelting rain and
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punishing winds began to pummel the state, the first sting of
a deadly hurricane expected to
grind its way up the coast overnight and through most of the
day Friday.
Gov. Rick Scott repeatedly
pleaded with residents to take
the storm seriously, urging the
1.5 million Floridians in evacuation zones to leave and describing Hurricane Matthew in
increasingly blunt terms.
“This is serious,” Scott said
during one of his briefings
Thursday. “This storm will kill
you. Time is running out.”
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Traffic stacks up on I-75 North as people flee the
coast and Hurricane Matthew on Thursday near
McDonough, Georgia.
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