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Trump’s crude remarks draw fire
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Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks 
in New Hampshire. Trump issued a rare apology Friday 
over his vulgar remarks captured on tape in 2005.

NEW YORK — Caught on tape mak-
ing shockingly crude comments about 
a married woman he tried to seduce, 
Donald Trump reeled under wide-
spread condemnation from his own 
party on Friday, increasingly desper-
ate to salvage a presidential bid at risk 
of  imploding.

Trump tried to head off some of  the 

damage by issuing a statement apol-
ogizing “if  anyone was offended” by 
vulgar remarks captured on a 2005 
tape and made public Friday. In the re-
cording, obtained by the Washington 
Post and NBC News, Trump describes 
trying to have sex with the married 
woman and brags about women let-
ting him kiss and grab them because 
he is famous.

“When you’re a star they let you 
do it,” Trump says. “You can do any-
thing.”

He adds seconds later, “Grab them 
by the p—y. You can do anything.”

At around 9 p.m., Trump posted a 
video online in which he declared, “I 
was wrong and I apologize.” Yet even 

has he did so, he claimed the recording 
was “nothing more than a distraction” 
and argued his words were not nearly 
as egregious as former President Bill 
Clinton’s marital affairs.

“I’ve said some foolish things,” 
Trump said in a taped apology posted 
on Facebook. “But there’s a big differ-
ence between the words and actions of  
other people. Bill Clinton has actually 
abused women.”

Turning to his Democratic rival Hil-
lary Clinton, Trump accused her of  
having “bullied, attacked, shamed and 
intimidated” her husband’s “victims.”

The one-sentence response to 

GOP, Dems alike condemn 
candidate after recording 
of vulgar comments emerges
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AND JONATHAN LEMIRE
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A WHISTLEBLOWER REFLECTS: Former Wells Fargo employee Yesenia Guitron of St. Helena was a plaintiff in a 2010 lawsuit accusing the bank of fostering an environment 
where its workers engaged in “fraudulent and even criminal activity.” The suit, which was unsuccessful, is being recalled in light of the bank’s current scandal.

A scandal foretold
WELLS FARGO » St. Helena woman’s lawsuit over bank’s  
practices gaining new attention after latest admissions
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A state panel voted Friday to  
recommend rescheduling the horse 
races at the Sonoma County Fair. 

Ire over 
vote to 
shift fair 
race days

Sonoma County Fair officials 
are battling efforts to move their 
2017 horse racing dates com-
pletely into August, which they 
say could create a conflict be-
tween fair, carnival and school 
schedules and would exacerbate 
declines in wagering at the San-
ta Rosa track.

Local officials on Friday lost 
a round to other regional fairs 
when a committee of  the state 
Horse Racing Board voted unan-
imously to recommend the rac-
es next year in Santa Rosa take 
place from Aug. 4 to 20, a week 
later than this year.

All seven members of  the 
state racing board will take up 
the recommended schedule lat-
er this month.

If  enacted, that schedule 
would constitute the second 
time in three years that the fair 
has had its race dates pushed 
later into the summer and 
would represent a blow to an in-
stitution that already is seeing a 
drop in wagering.

Following Friday’s commit-
tee vote at the Santa Anita Park 
Race Track in Arcadia, Sonoma 
County Fair CEO Rebecca Bar-
tling expressed strong disap-
pointment in the recommenda-
tion.

“It’s not acceptable to us,” 
said Bartling, who spoke at the 
meeting. “It has major financial 
impacts to us.”

This year’s fair ran from July 
22 to Aug. 7.

The fair can’t move its sched-
ule back another week, Bartling 
said, because its carnival opera-
tor is committed to the Napa Val-
ley Expo, which has announced 
its 2017 dates of  Aug. 9 to 13.

“We can’t run a fair without a 

Former Wells Fargo personal banker Yesenia 
Guitron felt vindicated when the San Fran-
cisco bank was fined $185 million last month 

after scores of  its employees meddled in custom-
ers’ finances without their permission.

Eight years ago, according to the Napa Valley 
woman, she warned supervisors that co-workers at 
her St. Helena branch were secretly opening and 
closing accounts without customers’ permission.

Within two months of  being hired, Guitron said 
she started noticing “things that didn’t seem right” 
— customers were questioning why they were re-
ceiving higher service charges than they expected. 

At first, she thought it was an honest mistake 
and the situation temporarily improved, the St. 
Helena woman said in an interview this week. 
But her perspective changed as time went on.

“I kept getting more and more people coming in: 
‘How come I got this debit card? I didn’t request this 
debit card,’ or, ‘I got this survey saying I opened an 
account, but I never opened an account,’” Guitron 
said. “I was too busy trying to fix everybody else’s 
big mistakes, and that’s when I realized ... this is 
intentional and there was a very clear pattern.”

Once she was no longer employed by Wells 
Fargo, Guitron was one of  the plaintiffs in a 
lawsuit filed in August 2010 alleging the bank had 

Officials: No threats in clown sightings
A social media- and hoax-fu-

eled frenzy over clowns alleged-
ly threatening children and 
schools across the nation spread 
to Sonoma County this week, but 
local officials said they had not 
confirmed any genuine threats.

The superintendent of  San-
ta Rosa City Schools said in 
a Thursday message to fami-
lies that city schools had been 
subject to clown-related social 
media threats believed to be a 
hoax. And the Rohnert Park 
Department of  Public Safety on 
Friday announced it had recent-
ly investigated several clown 

“reports and sightings,” none of  
which were “legitimately crimi-
nal.”

The reports come as furor 
over “creepy clown” sightings  
— driven by the internet and 
social media — has swept the 
country in recent weeks, par-
ticularly after Greenville, South 
Carolina, residents complained 

in August about clowns trying 
to lure children into the woods, 
according to BuzzFeed News. 

“Clown hysteria” has since 
spread to upwards of  20 states 
and nearly 30 people have been 
arrested “in connection with 
clown hoaxes, social media 

Officials fight decision, 
say move could reduce 
wagering revenues
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“It’s been 
overwhelming, 
because it’s 
almost like 
I’m reliving 
everything.”
YESENIA GUITRON, former 
personal banker for Wells  
Fargo who filed a lawsuit 
against the bank in 2010


