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GOLF ICON AT SAFEWAY OPEN: Far-removed 
from his glory days, John Daly still stands out 
among golfers in Napa, says Phil Barber / C1
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NEW VENTURE » Winery owner 
Foley enters sports world as owner 
of NHL’s Vegas Golden Knights.   E1

READY FOR LIFT OFF » Owners of 
Spinster Sisters poised to open 
modernist Astro Motel in SR.  D1

GORGEOUS GROOMING » Petaluma’s 
Whiskerino lures facial hair fans, 
rivals vying for best in show.  A3

Parks’ future tied 
to growth, funding

PHOTOS BY CHARLIE GESELL / FOR THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Riding her horse through Tolay 
Lake Regional Park near Peta-
luma, Anne Bianucci followed a 

path that symbolizes both the phenom-
enal success behind the half-century 
expansion of  Sonoma County’s enviable 
parks system as well as the challenges 
standing in the way of  future growth.

Most days, Bianucci, 56, and her 
steed, Ruby, have the 3,400-acre park 
virtually to themselves. Sauntering up 
a hill, the Sebastopol woman enjoys 
commanding views of  San Pablo Bay 
and several surrounding peaks. Below 
her, Tolay’s rolling hills, riparian oak 
woodland and seasonal wetlands spread 
out as far as the eye can see.

“It’s such a treasure,” Bianucci said. 
“So much of  Sonoma County is there 

— the wetlands, the cattle, the working 
farm. And you feel like you are miles 
away from the city.”

Yet public access to this parkland, 
set aside beginning in 2005 with county 
open space dollars, has been limit-
ed for years to supervised events or 
permit-holding visitors. Improvements 
for general access have come slowly, 
frustrating south county residents and 
parkgoers. Tolay is finally scheduled to 
open fully to the public in early 2018.

The property reflects both the 
county’s ambitious vision of  continued 
expansion of  its Regional Parks system 
and the steep obstacles, financial and 
otherwise, associated with opening 
brand-new parks with taxpayer dollars.

The Regional Parks network, born 
50 years ago humbly with just one 

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

WHERE TO EXPLORE

From the Sonoma Coast to the Russian 

River and the valleys that cover our 

interior, here are places to put on your 

list for a first visit or rediscovery 
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EYES ON WILDLIFE

A photographer who volunteers  

to guide visitors on bird-watching trips 

has become an unofficial ambassador 

for Regional Parks
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NEXT GENERATION

Regional Parks educational programs 

connect thousands of schoolchildren 

with the outdoors through field trips, 

events and exhibitions
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SPONSORS

     Our  
Outdoors

50 YEARS OF  

SONOMA COUNTY REGIONAL PARKS

They are the big backyard for all of  us, a shared space not 

far from our homes where we visit to draw solace, sustain 

memories and rekindle wonder. 

Sonoma County’s regional parks were conceived 50 years 

ago for a population about to boom and turn to the outdoors 

for respite. Now they span an area larger than Petaluma, taking in 

beloved beaches and bluff-top trails, retreats on the Russian River, 

towering redwood groves and mountain tops with views of  the bay 

and beyond.

These public grounds, including Stillwater Cove Regional Park, 

above, reflect the dazzling diversity of  our natural landscape, 

with little improvement needed. But they were assembled by our 

choice — reaffirmed over the years by residents and taxpayers — 

to support a system that depends on our common labor, care and 

restraint to exist and grow. 

If  you step foot in one of  these county parks, or others overseen by 

local cities or the state, there is plenty of  evidence the next generation 

will follow a similar path. Families throng picnic areas, young hikers 

scout unspoiled hills and campers of  all ages come back, year after 

year, to share stories around the fire.             

What will the next 50 years bring for Sonoma County Regional Parks?

Long-sought additions are on the horizon, at Tolay Lake outside 

Petaluma and along Mark West Creek north of  Santa Rosa. But the 

legacy of  these places and their future, supporters say, relies even 

more on a lasting, mutual agreement that they should remain for 

all, and even endure in their own right. That idea is worth exploring 

— and thanks to our forebears, there’s a big map of  regional parks 

across Sonoma County to get you going.               
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SONOMA COUNTY REGIONAL PARKS » 50 YEARS AND COUNTING

Now at 12,000 acres, system set to expand amid financial strain   
By DEREK MOORE
FOR THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SPECIAL SECTION
Thanks to our forebears, there’s a  
lot to explore throughout Sonoma 
County Regional Parks / P1
ONLINE See more photos at 
pressdemocrat.com 

Emily Schuster,  
left, and Anne 
Bianuuci, both of 
Sebastopol, trot past 
a group of hikers 
as they ride horses 
Ruby and Henry at 
Tolay Lake Regional 
Park. The park is 
poised to open for 
general access  
early next year. 

Anne Bianuuci, left, and Emily Schuster, take a 
break after reaching Three Bridges Vista Point 
on their horses at Tolay Lake Regional Park. 

Unrest 
upends 
liberal 
politics

WASHINGTON — It started 
as a scrappy grass-roots protest 
movement against President 
Donald Trump, but now the re-
sistance is attracting six- and 
seven-figure checks from ma-
jor liberal donors, posing an 
insurgent challenge to some of  
the left’s most venerable insti-
tutions — and the Democratic 
Party itself.

The jockeying between 
groups, donors and operatives 
for cash and turf  is occurring 
mostly behind the scenes. But 
it has grown acrimonious at 
times, with upstarts complain-
ing they are being boxed out by 
a liberal establishment that they 
say enables the sort of  Demo-
cratic timidity that paved the 
way for the Trump presidency.

The tug of  war — more than 
the lingering squabbles between 
supporters of  Hillary Clin-
ton and Sen. Bernie Sanders 
of  Vermont — foreshadows a 
once-in-a-generation reorgani-
zation of  the American left that 
could dictate the tactics and ide-

New left groups’ success 
could mean Democratic 
Party reorganization
By KENNETH P. VOGEL
NEW YORK TIMES
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4 cyclists hurt in hit-and-run

The driver of  a dark blue 
Dodge Ram pickup veered to-
ward a small group of  cyclists 
ahead of  him on a rural road 
southwest of  Petaluma on Sat-

urday, and in a chilling scene 
caught on video by a passing 
motorcyclist, he then plowed 
straight into the riders, CHP of-
ficials said.  

The man drove away, leaving 
behind on Point Reyes-Petalu-
ma Road four injured male rid-
ers, one of  them grievously hurt 

and later airlifted to Santa Rosa 
Memorial Hospital. 

Late Saturday, CHP investiga-
tors were still trying to identify 
the driver involved. They said 
his action appeared intentional.   

“If  indeed he intentionally 
swerved, then that is an egre-
gious thing to do,” CHP Officer 
Andrew Barclay said. “We hav-
en’t had the chance to speak with 

CHP and 
emergency 
personnel 
arrive Saturday 
at the scene 
of a reported 
hit-and-run that 
injured four 
cyclists on  
Point Reyes- 
Petaluma Road.
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Storm makes 
landfall on 
Gulf Coast

NEW ORLEANS — Hurri-
cane Nate, after rushing north 
at a record clip and raking the 
Gulf  Coast with light winds and 
heavy rains Saturday, made 
landfall just after darkness fell 
at the mouth of  the Mississippi 
River, in the latest of  a series of  
deadly storms this season.

Officials repeatedly warned 
residents to take the storm seri-
ously, in a repeat of  a drill that 
caused thousands of  evacua-
tions from Louisiana in August. 
By late Saturday, Nate had max-
imum wind speeds of  85 mph 
and threats of  storm surge up to 
11 feet. Mandatory evacuations 
were put in place for parts of  
New Orleans, and communities 
across Mississippi and Alabama 

By CARMEN SISSON 
AND ASHLEY CUSICK
WASHINGTON POST
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By JULIE JOHNSON  
AND NICK RAHAIM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

SOUTH OF PETALUMA » CHP seeks to ID driver who 
appeared to intentionally plow into riders with truck 
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HURRICANE NATE

ONLINE See video from the hit-and-run scene at pressdemocrat.com


