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RIGGED AND READY: Gold Ridge volunteer firefighter Logan Bello practices rescue harnessing techniques Sept. 27 with other Gold Ridge firefighters near 
Sebastopol. Bello, his father, Vail, and his mother, Tonia, fought the Tubbs fire together last October. 

Father, mother and son suited up and battled Tubbs fire as a team

Gold Ridge 
volunteer fire-
fighters Tonia 
and Vail Bello 

and their son and daugh-
ter were in Hollister last 
year for an early Octo-
ber weekend and asleep 
when the flurry of texts 
and pages began.

Are you coming? 
firefighters and friends 
asked. When can you be 
here?

They woke their kids, gath-
ered the dog, climbed into the 
family SUV and sped north on 
Highway 101. Soon after mid-
night they were behind a fleet 
of  Bay Area emergency vehicles 
racing north, shortening the 
typically three-hour drive. At the 
Richmond Bridge, they smelled 
smoke. An ominous glow loomed 
in the northern sky.

By 3 a.m., they’d dropped off 
14-year-old daughter Rylee and 
the family dog at their Sebastopol-
area home, gone to the firehouse 
with their son Logan, then an 
Analy High School senior, and 
met up with veteran volunteer 
Capt. Tony Voight and new 
volunteer firefighter Jake Adams.

In the wake of the October 
wildfires, people across 
Sonoma County were 
left heartbroken by the 

devastating loss of homes, 
possessions and lives.

But some have taken their grief  and 
forged it into a force for good. Psychologists 
have found that getting involved rather 
than staying isolated and actively engaging 
in the struggle instead of  feeling powerless 
helps people not only survive, but thrive, 
following a stressful situation.

Many of  these Good Samaritans have 
found ways to make a difference by help-
ing others in ways that played to their 
strengths.

Firefighting  
Family In The Fray 

By RANDI ROSSMANN
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By DIANE PETERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO FAMILY » PAGE A8

TURN TO DEEDS » PAGE A6

VOLUNTEER HEROES: Logan Bello and his parents, Tonia and 
Vail Bello, are all Gold Ridge volunteer firefighters. Logan was a 
high school senior when last October’s firestorm hit Santa Rosa.

How 3 turned grief into good deeds

ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

ALERTED ACTIVIST: Will Abrams, whose Hidden Hills home burned down in the Tubbs fire, has 
been working over the past year to promote better fire prevention, alerts and response systems.

House, 
Senate 
races 
diverge

The nomination fight over 
Judge Brett Kavanaugh has in-
jected new volatility into the 
midterm elections, reshaping 
races across the country and 
sharpening the already bitterly 
partisan tone for the final four-
week stretch before Nov. 6.

Much uncertainty remains 
— not least because of  the rap-
id-fire succession of  evolving 
crises that have marked Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s term in 
office — but for now the week-
slong Kavanaugh saga appears 
to be pushing House races to-
ward Democrats, even as it has 
given Republicans better odds 
of  maintaining control of  the 
Senate.

That division stems from the 
makeup of  the races and the 
political geography of  the most 
competitive battles. House con-
tests this year already were ex-
pected to be determined by sub-
urban women, who had pulled 
away from the president over 
his term in the White House and 
appear to be the most sympa-
thetic to Christine Blasey Ford, 
the woman who testified that 
Kavanaugh had assaulted her 
when both were teenagers.

But most of  this year’s com-

Kavanaugh fight stokes 
partisan energy in both
parties as elections near

By MATT VISER, TRACY JAN 
AND KYLE SWENSON
WASHINGTON POST
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SF identifies 
vulnerable 
high-rises 

SAN FRANCISCO — For all 
the tech wealth that has flown 
into this city in recent years, it’s 
also an unnerving time for city 
builders.

First, a centerpiece of  San 
Francisco’s new downtown, 
the 58-story Millennium Tow-
er, started sinking and tilting. 
Then last week, the city’s new 
$2.26 billion transbay bus sta-
tion was abruptly shut after 
cracks were found in two steel 
beams. Both events have fueled 
anxiety about how San Francis-
co’s growing skyline would hold 
up in the kind of  major quake 
that destroyed much of  the city 
in 1906.

So on Thursday, the city 
opened up a new front on Cali-
fornia’s seismic safety, releasing 
an unprecedented list of  more 
than 150 of  its tallest buildings, 
which includes data about build-
ings constructed before modern 
seismic codes — a prelude to 
an assessment of  whether they 
need retrofitting to better with-
stand an epic temblor.

The inventory comes with 
a sweeping proposal to more 
closely examine the city’s sky-
line with an eye of  making 
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