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CAJUN COOKING ICON DIES 
AT 75: Paul Prudhomme  
demystified New Orleans 
cuisine through restaurant, 
cookbooks, seasonings / A2

THE SEASON 
OF THE PUMPKIN
Get your October fix of fall festivals, 
beloved orange gourd TimeOut

SUV PLOWS INTO SR STORE
Glass, goods fly at Sur La Table Empire

PAYBACK FOR CARRILLO GIRLS
Monty falls in 2nd soccer matchup Sports

Tobacco retailers take on Healdsburg

THE DEAL
The settlement of a suit 
alleging underpayment for 
recyclables calls for:  

 ■ Contain-A-Way to pay 
$285,000 in penalties 
to Sonoma, Santa Cruz, 
Fresno and Contra Costa 
counties.

 ■ Company to bolster its 
“secret shopper” program 
to monitor payments.

 ■ County will review 
shopper program 
results and run its own 
undercover tests.

When Healdsburg representatives 
decided a year ago to become the 
first city in California to raise the 
minimum age for buying tobacco 
from 18 to 21 years old, there were 
warnings that it could trigger a legal 
challenge from the tobacco industry.

Sure enough, city officials were 
recently put on notice by a tobacco 
retailers association to rescind their 
groundbreaking ordinance, with 
the challengers saying that state 
law preempts local governments 
from raising the legal age above the 
state-established minimum of  18.

Lawyers for the National Associa-
tion of  Tobacco Outlets sent a letter 
to the Healdsburg City Council last 
month making some of  their legal 
arguments and in essence threaten-
ing a lawsuit if  the city doesn’t com-
ply.

The City Council discussed the 

matter in closed session this week, 
but made no decision.

“We need to hear back on that 
from the experts,” Mayor Shaun 
McCaffery said of  the need for more 
legal advice.

“The council at this point is still 
committed to the health aspect of  
our decision,” he said of  the over-
riding reason the minimum age 
was raised — to try to prevent more 
young people from smoking.

“At this point, I can’t say we are 
going to do anything to change what 
we’ve already done,” he said.

The saber rattling from tobacco 

attorneys comes as other Califor-
nia cities are considering following 
Healdsburg’s lead. 

Legislation to raise the statewide 
minimum age of  tobacco consum-
ers to 21 also has been proposed by 
Assemblyman Jim Wood, D-Healds-
burg, who was the city’s mayor when 
the City Council approved the ordi-
nance in October 2014.

He said the bill could come back 
for an Assembly vote next year, but 
it faces a stiff challenge from the 
powerful tobacco lobby. 

“I can see where tobacco com-

Industry group threatens 
to sue over city rule limiting 

purchases to those 21 and older

By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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EMPTIES REDEEMED: Paul Janssen on Thursday sorts cans to be crushed at the NexCycle kiosk near Safeway on Mendocino Avenue in Santa Rosa. The district 
attorneys of Sonoma County and three other counties sued NexCycle operator Contain-A-Way over allegations of “widespread” underpayments.

Watching every penny
In settlement, Sonoma County kiosk operator to pay $285,000 penalty, 

undergo spot checks over alleged underpayment for recycled cans, bottles

R ecycling stations outside supermarkets have 
long served as a popular disposal option for 
those seeking cash for their used cans and 

bottles.
But those operations in Sonoma County and 

elsewhere across the state are set to undergo a 
new level of  scrutiny, including more undercover 
checkups, as a result of  a court settlement concern-
ing allegations of  underpayment to consumers for 
recyclables.  

The $285,000 settlement, which was approved 
last week by a Santa Cruz County judge, involves 
Contain-A-Way Inc. of  Ontario in San Bernardino 
County. The company operates NexCycle redemp-
tion stations, where patrons can receive payment 

for cans and bottles based on their California 
Redemption Value, or CRV.

The lawsuit was brought against the company by 
district attorneys from Sonoma, Santa Cruz, Fresno 
and Contra Costa counties.

Weights and measurement officials for those 
counties and for the state found “fairly widespread” 
underpayments to consumers over a four-year 
period, said Matthew Cheever, a Sonoma County 
deputy district attorney.

The issue first arose in Santa Cruz County, and 
the Sonoma County Weights and Measures Depart-
ment did undercover “test sales” at all 18 recycling 
centers that operate in the county. Discrepancies 
were detected in payments “with the majority of  
locations,” said Fernando Vasquez, chief  deputy 
sealer for the county.
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McCarthy 
exit adds 
to GOP 
chaos

WASHINGTON — House Ma-
jority Leader Kevin McCarthy’s 
stunning decision to drop out 
of  the race to become the next 
speaker left Republicans in dis-
array Thursday, threatening to 
deepen long-standing fractures 
in the party just as Congress fac-
es a string of  fiscal and legisla-
tive deadlines.

The California Republican, 
who had failed to win over GOP 
conservatives, 
said he stepped 
aside after con-
cluding that 
he would be 
unable to unite 
the party after 
current Speak-
er John Boeh-
ner of  Ohio steps down.

“We’re servants. We should 
put this conference first,” Mc-
Carthy said Thursday. “If  we 
are going to unite and be strong, 
we need a new face.”

Party officials abruptly can-
celed plans for Thursday’s nom-
ination vote, which McCarthy 
was expected to easily win. A 
scheduled Oct. 29 floor vote for 
speaker — where McCarthy’s 
chances were far less certain — 
remained in doubt.

Lawmakers had just settled 
in for a long lunch session over 
barbecue sandwiches Thursday 
when McCarthy stood up and 
shocked his peers by announc-

Kevin McCarthy
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RYAN SAYS 
‘NOT ME’
Wisconsin 
Republican tells 
party he won’t 
seek job / A7

By LISA MASCARO
LOS ANGELES TIMES

With House majority leader 
dropping speaker bid, party  
casts about for uniting force 

Shaun 
McCaffery
Healdsburg mayor 
said council 
still committed 
to decision on 
tobacco age limit.

Relax — yoga poses can’t be copyrighted

SAN FRANCISCO — For years, 
Bikram Choudhury, the Beverly Hills 
yoga magnate and self-styled “Yogi to the 
stars,” has threatened competing studios 
with legal action.

He claimed that he alone had the right 
to determine who could teach his se-
quence — 26 poses that include Rabbit, 
Camel, Locust and Dead Body — that he 

popularized in a book more than three 
decades ago.

A federal appeals court disagreed, rul-
ing Thursday that Choudhury’s method 
was not protected by copyright law and 
that competitors could not be held liable 
for teaching it.

“Consumers would have little reason 
to buy Choudhury’s book if  Choudhury 
held a monopoly on the practice of  the 
very activity he sought to popularize,” 
Judge Kim McLane Wardlaw wrote for a 
three-judge panel of  the 9th U.S. Circuit 
Court of  Appeals.

She described the Bikram succession 
of  poses and two breathing exercises as 
“an idea, process, or system designed to 

JULIE JACOBSON / Associated Press

Students take part in a yoga class in New York’s 
Times Square in June. An appeals court Thursday 
ruled that pose sequences are not copyrightable.TURN TO YOGA, PAGE A5

Court rules against founder of 
Bikram yoga, finds pose sequences 

not covered by protection laws

By MAURA DOLAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES


