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OCTOBER FIRESTORM  |  1 YEAR LATER

ONLINE Explore more anniversary coverage at pressdemocrat.com/fireanniversary and past stories, photos and videos on the October firestorm at pressdemocrat.com
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REMEMBERING THE LOST: Jessica Tunis, right, embraces her friend Janis Jordan as she grieves for her mother, Linda Tunis, who died in the Journey’s End mobile home park during the Tubbs fire last 
October. A ceremony Monday at Old Courthouse Square in Santa Rosa marked the one-year anniversary of the wildfires that swept through Sonoma County.

On anniversary, bell tolls 
for 44 lives lost, 24 of them 
here in Sonoma County

A firefighter in navy blue 
dress uniform tolled a 
silver bell 24 times Monday 
evening in Santa Rosa.

He paused a moment for the 
24 lives lost one year ago in Sonoma 
County wildfires. Then he rang the 
bell 20 more times for others killed 
last October in similar blazes in Men-
docino, Napa and Yuba counties.

In the crowd in Old Courthouse 
Square, Jessica Tunis wept openly. 
Her mother, Linda Tunis, had died in 
the Tubbs fire at the Journey’s End 
mobile home park in Santa Rosa.

Brian Kirven stepped up to Tunis and said he 
was sorry for her loss. “I lost my father, too,” he 
said of  his dad, Monte Kirven, who died in the 
same wildfire at his home near Riebli and Mark 
West Springs roads.

The ringing of  the bell and the connections 
made between grieving family members were 
among the most poignant moments Monday as 
the county remembered its worst natural disas-
ter in more than a century. A collection of  city, 
county and state elected leaders came together 
to pay tribute in a short observance on the first 
anniversary of  the North Bay wildfires.

The gathering was one of  a handful taking 

place early this week to mark the most destruc-
tive wildfires in state history. In addition to the 
observance on the square, fire survivors met 
Monday night in Fountaingrove and Larkfield 
neighborhoods, and at the Journey’s End mobile 
home park.

‘We Will Continue 
To Do This Together’
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MORE 
INSIDE

 ■ Residents of 
Santa Rosa’s  
Coffey Park neigh-
borhood reflect on 
disorienting year 
after fires 

 ■ Larkfield-area 
survivors launch  
a nonprofit to 
help them recov-
er and improve  
their community

 ■ Today’s a day 
for honoring 
fire victims and 
recharging our 
resolve to stay 
engaged in the 
region’s recovery, 
Smith says
Stories, A3

For injured,
wildfires only
beginning  
of long ordeal

After months of  
hospitalization 
for severe burns 
suffered during 

the Redwood Valley wildfire 
in Mendocino County a year 
ago, Sara Shepherd was un-
derstandably eager to rejoin 
her husband, Jon. 

But there was something else. 
February was the month in which 
both of  their teenage children — the 
youngest who lost their lives as a 
result of  the fires — had been born. 
It was thus February this year when 
the couple wanted to be home to 
honor their children’s short lives at 
a community memorial service, even 
if  “it was a little bit of  a push to get 
everything and everyone ready,” said 
Mindi Ramos, Sara Shepherd’s sister 
and family spokeswoman.

The Shepherds were among the 
most seriously injured survivors 
of  the unprecedented wildfires that 
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PHOENIX RISING: Elizabeth Jimenez Montelongo of Petaluma completes a chalk 
drawing of a rising phoenix on the pavement during a ceremony Monday.

POIGNANT MOMENT: A firefighter rings a bell Monday to 
honor the individuals killed during the wildfires that swept 
through Sonoma County last October.  


