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A Cazadero firefighter struggles to protect a home from catching fire Monday morning in the Coffey Park neighborhood of Santa Rosa. Tens of thousands of residents were forced to flee their 
homes hours before sunrise early Monday as flames raced through neighborhoods. By nightfall, the Tubbs fire, which began in Napa County, was still uncontrolled on many fronts.
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spreads toward Willits

FIRESTORM 
LAYS WASTE

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Liliana Contreras-Salgado sits with her daughters Gloria, 2, left, and Fatima, 6, on Monday in front 
of where their home used to be before it was destroyed by fire in Santa Rosa.
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A raging firestorm born in the dark of  
night by dry, violent winds roared down 
from the rural hills bordering Napa and 
Sonoma counties early Monday and cut a 
devastating swath into Santa Rosa from 
its eastern outskirts, killing at least seven 
city residents and destroying more than 

1,500 structures. 
Tens of  thou-

sands of  people were 
forced to flee their 
homes hours be-
fore sunrise, when 
the ruin wrought 
by flames in several 
terrifying hours be-
came apparent over 
a rural and urban 
landscape spanning 
more than 50 square 
miles. In Sonoma 
County alone, offi-
cials said 100 people 

were reported missing.
For thousands of  firefighters and res-

idents trying to protect homes, the fire 
driven by gusts up to 68 mph was an 
amorphous, unstoppable force, rampag-
ing through Mark West Springs, Lark-
field and Wikiup, and Fountaingrove, 
where it claimed hundreds of  upscale 
Santa Rosa houses tucked into forested 
hillsides. 

Inferno kills 7, 
leaves ‘complete 
devastation’
By MARY CALLAHAN, PAUL PAYNE, 
RANDI ROSSMANN, JULIE JOHNSON 
AND J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

The wind screamed past the front of  Gor-
don Easter’s northwest Santa Rosa home 
early Monday as emergency officials drove 
by and announced over loudspeakers that it 
was time for residents to go.

Across the street, in the predawn dark, 
Ben Hernandez and his family made ready 
to leave as the sky showered down woody de-
bris aglow in flame.

“You could see embers falling the size of  
quarters,” said Hernandez’s son, Ben Her-
nandez Jr.

Their neighborhood, a compact subdivi-
sion of  modest single-family homes built 
decades ago, was witness to a kind of  un-
fathomable destruction Monday. Whole city 
blocks were claimed by fire, displacing per-
haps several thousand people from an area 
with more than 1,000 homes.

The ashen fallout was so complete that it 
left many residents at a loss for words when 
they returned to survey the damage Monday 
afternoon. 

Fire has long been a threat for residents in 
the wooded hills across Highway 101 to the 

SR’s Coffey Park neighborhood 
leveled, displacing thousands
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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TRACKING 
FIRES’ TOLL 
The single-day 
toll of the Tubbs 
fire made it the 
worst disaster on 
record in Sonoma 
County. Five 
other fires were 
uncontrolled as 
of Monday.

5,000
Acreage of  
Nunns fire in 
Sonoma County

19,000
Acreage of  
Redwood 
Complex fires 
in Mendocino 
County

27,000
Acreage of  
Tubbs fire in 
Sonoma and 
Napa Counties

25,000
Acreage of  
Atlas fire in 
Napa County

3,000
Acreage of  
Patrick fire in 
Napa County


