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Haley to resign as UN envoy
WHAT’S 
NEXT

 ■Haley says 
she’s not running 
for president 
but returning to 
private sector
INSIDE

 ■Ambassador’s 
departure sparks 
a battle for future 
of President 
Donald Trump’s 
foreign policy, A7

President Donald Trump’s ambas-
sador to the United Nations, Nikki 
Haley, said Tuesday she would re-
sign at the end of  the year, marking 
a high-profile departure of  one of  
the few women in the president’s 
cabinet.

Haley, a former governor 
of  South Carolina, had been 
an early and frequent critic 
of  Trump; when he named 
her to the U.N. job weeks 
after his election in Novem-
ber 2016, the appointment 
was seen as an olive branch. 
As ambassador, Haley has 
been an outspoken and often 
forceful envoy — someone 
whom foreign diplomats looked to 
for guidance from an administration 
known for haphazard and inconsis-
tent policy positions.

“It was a blessing to go 
into the U.N. with body ar-
mor every day and defend 
America,” Haley, seated 
next to Trump in the Oval 
Office, told reporters. “I’ll 
never truly step aside from 
fighting for our country. But 
I will tell you that I think it’s 
time.”

“I think you have to be 
selfless enough to know when you 
step aside and allow someone else to 
do the job,” she added.

White House staffers were caught 

off guard by the announcement, 
which Haley and Trump had kept 
closely under wraps. But the pres-
ident said Haley had informed him 
roughly six months ago that she 
wanted to take a break after finish-
ing two years with the administra-
tion. He said he hoped Haley would 
return in a different role, and that 
he would name her successor within 
the next two or three weeks.

“She’s done a fantastic job and 
we’ve done a fantastic job together,” 

Former South Carolina  
governor is one of few 
women in Trump’s cabinet
By MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Missing: 800-pound hammer
Healdsburg police are trying to nail 

the thieves who sneaked off with an 
800-pound hammer. 

The massive art piece disappeared 
from the Healdsburg Community 
Center lawn some time Friday night 
or Saturday morning, apparently with 
no witnesses. No one reported seeing 
it trailered through town.

“We have no leads at this point. 

We’ve checked a lot of  different loca-
tions,” Healdsburg Police Officer Dar-
ryl Erkel said Tuesday. “We initially 
thought it might have been a high 
school prank.”

It’s not only a case of  whodunit, but 
also how?

The hammer measures 21 feet long, 
while the metal head is 6 feet tall, 
Healdsburg artist Doug Umkrey said. 

“They’d need at least a flatbed trail-
er with a winch, or about eight peo-
ple,” said Umkrey, who created the 

piece, using part of  a redwood tree for 
the handle.

 “Why would you take this thing?” 
he added. “Where are you going to put 
it?” 

The heist obviously was planned, po-
lice said. Officers learned of the ham-
mer’s disappearance Saturday morning 
when an employee arrived at the center 
on the north end of Healdsburg Avenue 
and realized the lawn was empty. SCOTT KENEALLY

The 800-pound hammer that was stolen from the 
front lawn of Healdsburg’s community center. 

By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Park Ranger Jonathan Umholtz stands high above Tolay Lake Regional Park, looking out over the new southern acquisition. After allowing only 
limited use, the Board of Supervisors approved opening the regional park to the public on a daily basis beginning Oct. 27. 

County’s largest park  
to open to public soon

TOLAY LAKE » Partnership with Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria 
ensures tribal interests while increasing access to hidden scenic treasures

T olay Lake Regional Park, the largest 
in the Sonoma County park system, 
will open for daily public use late 

this month, marking a much-celebrated 
occasion that’s been 13 years in the making.

The park opening on Oct. 27 will lift the 
veil on hidden scenic treasures, miles of  
trails, diverse wildlife and hallowed ab-
original healing grounds — all of  it mostly 
off-limits to the general public up to this 
point.

At 3,400 acres, “it’s a massive land base 
and an important ecological preserve 
for the county,” Regional Parks Director 
Bert Whitaker said. “And it has amazing 
cultural history.”

Located off Lakeville Highway about 
8 miles southeast of  Petaluma, the park 
takes in swaths of  valley grasslands, roll-

ing hills, creek canyon and oak woodland, 
as well as historic ranch buildings and the 
seasonal 200-acre lake itself.

The public unveiling gives Whitaker an 
answer to relentless questions he receives 
from an eager public about the park’s 
status. 

“The feedback I’m getting is unbeliev-
able,” he said. 

Management of  the park is being called 
a model of  cooperation between the coun-
ty and the Federated Indians of  the Graton 
Rancheria, whose ancestors occupied 
villages on the site for millennia. 

Indigenous people from across the 
region regarded the area as a sacred place 
for prayer and curative treatments, after 
which “charm stones” deemed to be im-
bued with the sickness that afflicted them 
were cast in the lake to drown the disease. 

When ranchers in the late 19th century 
blasted the natural barrier that formed the 
lake, thus draining it, thousands of  these 
charm stones were revealed. Some came 
from distant locations including Yosemi-
te, Mexico and Canada, said Greg Sarris, 

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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 “It’s a massive land base and an important 
ecological preserve for the county — and it has 
amazing cultural history.”
BERT WHITAKER, Regional Parks director

Chanate 
property 
back on 
market

Sonoma County supervisors 
unanimously decided Tuesday 
to unwind their sale of  a sprawl-
ing northeast Santa Rosa prop-
erty where a developer wanted 
to build 867 housing units, opt-
ing to scrap the controversial 
plan they backed last year and 
put the site back on the market.

The vote puts an end to de-
veloper Bill Gallaher’s vision 
to transform 82 acres off Chan-
ate Road, where the old county 
hospital complex is located, into 
what would have been one of  
the city’s largest single housing 
projects in recent memory.  

The Board of  Supervisors had 
to take up the matter Tuesday 
because it chose not to appeal 
a July ruling from a Superior 
Court judge, who said the coun-
ty incorrectly decided the sale 
agreement with Gallaher was 
exempt from state environmen-
tal review requirements.

Rather than reworking the 
deal with Gallaher’s team to 
comply with the judge’s ruling, 
supervisors instead directed 
county staff members to go back 
to the drawing board by offering 
most of  the property for sale 
again.

“Make it a wide net so that we 
can have some good options,” 
said Supervisor Shirlee Zane, 
whose district includes the 
Chanate Road property. “Times 
have changed, and so we do need 
to give us as much flexibility as 
possible.”

State law requires the county 
to first offer the property for sale 
to certain government agencies 
and qualified nonprofits. 

Supervisors will give those 
groups the option to purchase 

Supervisors vote to scrap 
current sale plan for  
82-acre parcel in SR
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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