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SR DRIFTER, COLLECTOR 
AT LOOSE ENDS: Longtime 
South of  A denizen says 
he’s not homeless — he just 
doesn’t have a house / D1

TEXTBOOK CASE 
OF SURVIVAL
Copperfield’s Books rises to challenges, 
prepares to open eighth store Business

DIVIDED OVER GREENWAY 
Use of strip of east SR land debated B1

JANIKOWSKI ON A KICK
Raiders veteran to set team record C1

Life-Or-Death 
MOMents

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

SAVING LIVES: Former CHP Officer Kevin Briggs of Petaluma patrolled the Golden Gate Bridge for nearly two decades, and in that time talked more than 
200 suicidal people out of jumping from the span. The retired officer is no stranger to the depression that many of the would-be suicide victims were suffering.

A s CHP Officer Kevin Briggs arrived at the Gold-
en Gate Bridge’s North Tower, the jumper lifted 
himself  over the rail. Briggs shouted out to him, 

and the man turned his body as he went over and land-
ed on what is known as the chord, a 32-inch pipe that 
runs the length of  the bridge, just below its lip.

Briggs’ first thought was that he had lost the man, 
but Kevin Berthia’s head was pressed against the red 
steel railing. The wind pressed against his back.

As Briggs rushed toward him, Berthia told him to 
stay back. Briggs did. He just wanted to talk, he said. 
Or listen.

A little more than 1½ hours later, Briggs and a col-
league helped Berthia climb back over the rail.

“I honestly feel it could have been anyone in the 
world, and if  it wouldn’t have been him, I wouldn’t be 
here today,” Berthia, during a recent phone interview, 
said of  the March 11, 2005, encounter. He was prepar-
ing to speak at a Suicide Prevention Awareness Month 
event in Connecticut, where he would appear with 
Briggs, who retired in 2013 and lives in Petaluma.

“I needed him, who he is,” Berthia says.
In the 18 years he patrolled the Golden Gate Bridge, 

Briggs became oddly famous: He was the  officer who 
saved would-be suicides. His TED talk video has been 

SUCCESSFUL 
INTERVENTION:
Kevin Berthia 
is talked out of 
jumping off the 
Golden Gate Bridge 
and pulled to safety 
by Patrolman Kevin 
Briggs, left, and 
another officer in 
San Francisco on 
March 11, 2005.

INSIDE 
Golden Gate Bridge 
suicide barrier 
project to go out to 
bid next week / A11

ONLINE
To watch a video of 
a TED talk given by 
Kevin Briggs, go to   
pressdemocrat.
com
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GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE

Retired CHP officer reflects on 18 years of averting suicides
By JEREMY HAY
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New law 
automates 

voter 
sign-ups

SACRAMENTO — Targeting 
the state’s recent record-low 
voter turnout, Gov. Jerry Brown 
on Saturday signed a measure 
that eventually would allow Cal-
ifornians to be automatically 
registered to vote when they go 
to the DMV to obtain or renew a 
driver’s license.

The measure, which also 
would allow people to opt out of  
registering, was introduced in 
response to the dismal 42 per-
cent turnout in 
the November 
2014 statewide 
election.

That bill, 
and 13 others 
the governor 
signed Satur-
day, will “help 
improve elections and expand 
voter rights and access in Cali-
fornia,” Brown’s office said in a 
statement.

Roughly 6.6 million Califor-
nians who are eligible to vote 
have not registered, according 
to Secretary of  State Alex Pa-
dilla, who supported the legis-
lation as a way to increase voter 
participation.

“The New Motor Voter Act 
will make our democracy stron-
ger by removing a key barrier to 
voting for millions of  California 
citizens,” Padilla said Saturday. 
“Citizens should not be required 
to opt in to their fundamental 
right to vote. We do not have to 
opt in to other rights, such as 
free speech or due process.”

The law takes effect Jan. 1, 
but the new registration process 
will not be offered until the state 
completes work on a new voter 
registration database called 
VoteCal, which is expected 
around June 2016, the time of the 
presidential primary election.

TURN TO VOTER, PAGE A11

LIVESTOCK 
LIMITS
New law sets 
toughest rules 
in nation for 
antibiotics in 
animals / B12

By PATRICK McGREEVY
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Sponsors say registration 
through DMV should lead 

to greater participation

As electric cars outpace plugs, sparks fly

SAN FRANCISCO — Of all the 
states, California has set the most 
ambitious targets for cutting emis-
sions in coming decades, and an 
important pillar of  its plan to reach 
those goals is encouraging the spread 
of  electric vehicles.

But the push to make the state 
greener is creating an unintended 
side effect: It is making some peo-

ple meaner.
The bad moods stem from the chal-

lenges drivers face finding recharg-
ing spots for their battery-powered 
cars. Unlike gas stations, charging 
stations are not yet in great supply, 
and that has led to sharp-elbowed 
competition. 

Electric-vehicle owners are un-
plugging one another’s cars, trading 
insults and creating black markets 
and side deals to trade spots in corpo-
rate parking lots. The too-few-outlets 

problem is a familiar one in crowd-
ed cafes and airports, where people 
want to charge their phones or lap-
tops. But the need can be more acute 
with cars — will their owners have 
enough juice to make it home? — and 
manners often go out the window.

In the moments after Don Han 
plugged in his Nissan Leaf  at a pub-
lic charging station near his Silicon 
Valley office one day this summer, he 
noticed another Leaf  pull up as he 
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With one 
public charger 

for every 
10 cars in state, 
competition for 
spots leads to 
bad behavior

By MATT RICHTEL
NEW YORK TIMES

*Rate listed effective 9/1/2015, assumes excellent credit history and 80% loan-to-value. Rates, terms and offers subject to change. Certain restrictions may apply. 
Estimated payment example 60-mo. term, pay $17.50 per $1,000 borrowed at 1.94% APR. Additional .25% discount available for qualified hybrid/fuel efficient vehicles.
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