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Lake County residents call utility, fire crews overzealous,
while agencies contend they are erring on side of safety

In fire zone, outcry
over felled trees

Sonoma
pioneer
of pinot
dies
German-born winemaker
remembered for his
versatility, vision
By PAUL PAYNE
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Samantha Wood and her husband, Josh, placed placards around their property warning crews not to cut their trees Wednesday in Cobb.
REMOVAL SPARKS DEBATE

By GLENDA ANDERSON
T H E P RE S S D E MO C RAT

R

esidents of southern Lake County watched in
horror last month as fast-moving flames from the
Valley fire burned over a wide swath of the mixed
conifer and oak forest that covered hillsides and shaded
rural neighborhoods, leaving a patchwork of torched and
singed trees intermixed with others that escaped evident
damage.
Well before the fire was contained, firefighters, road
and utility workers began felling and removing thousands
of trees on public and private property. Officials said the
trees were damaged and presented a danger to residents,
motorists and infrastructure, including power and telephone lines.
But as that work proceeds, some area residents say they
are witnessing a second wave of destruction — the loss of
apparently healthy trees in their yards, along roads and
in public places. They contend that many of those trees
do not need to be cut down and that agencies overseeing
the work have been overzealous with the logging.
“There are a huge number of trees that are being
dropped unnecessarily,” said Steve Zalusky, a biologist
who lives in Cobb, near the origin of the massive Valley
fire, which started Sept. 12, destroyed 1,280 homes, killed
four people and badly burned four firefighters.
The fire was declared fully contained last week, though
firefighters continue to patrol the landscape in search of
lingering flames and hot spots.
At the same time, crews associated with PG&E, CalTURN TO TREES, PAGE A8
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In the 3,493-acre Boggs Mountain State Demonstration
Forest outside Cobb, logging operations to salvage the burnt
timber have begun.
What agencies say: Officials say the trees are inspected by arborists
and foresters before being cut down and that they present a danger.
Under normal circumstances, removal would be discussed with property
owners, but this has been deemed an emergency situation, CalTrans says.
What residents say: More than 1,000 people have signed an online
petition calling for a halt to any unnecessary tree cutting. They’ve branded
some of the work “environmental genocide.”One environmental scientist
says many of the trees likely could survive.

More cities recognizing
Native Americans amid movement
to change holiday’s name
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ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — More cities
are recognizing Native Americans on
Columbus Day this year as they revive
a movement to change the name of the
holiday to celebrate the history and contributions of indigenous cultures around
the country.
As the U.S. observes Columbus Day
today, it will also be Indigenous Peoples
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State law will
ban ‘Redskin’
as mascot
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and CHRIS MEGERIAN
L O S A NG EL ES T I M ES

Day in at least nine cities for the first time
this year, including Albuquerque; Portland, Ore.; St. Paul, Minn.; and Olympia,
Wash.
Encouraged by city council votes in
Minneapolis and Seattle last year, Native
American activists made a push in dozens of cities in recent months to get local
leaders to officially recognize the second
Monday of October as Indigenous Peoples Day. Their success was mixed.
The campaigns say the federal holiday
honoring Christopher Columbus — and
the parades and pageantry accompanying it — overlook a painful history of colonialism, enslavement, discrimination
and land grabs that followed the Italian
explorer’s 1492 arrival in the Americas.

SACRAMENTO — Capping
a year dominated by uncommonly personal and emotional debates in the Capitol, Gov.
Jerry Brown ended his work on
legislation Sunday by banning
the use of “Redskin” for school
mascots, refusing to bar Confederate names on public buildings
and declining new access to experimental drugs for the gravely
ill.
Announcing his decisions on
a final cornucopia of bills, the
governor also prohibited baseball players from chewing tobacco on the field and made electric
skateboards legal, among other
actions.
Brown kept California on a
largely liberal path this year,
drawing national attention for
enacting automatic voter registration at the Department of
Motor Vehicles, imposing more
stringent equal-pay laws on employers and allowing terminally ill patients to end their lives
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A move away from Columbus Day

A flier on the campus of the University of New
Mexico in Albuquerque calls for students to join a
protest against Columbus Day.

Walter Schug, the German-born
winemaker
who
brought his passion for pinot
noir to Sonoma County and
stuck with the little-known varietal as it soared to mainstream
prominence, died Saturday, his
family said.
Schug died at his Sonoma
home from complications of a
recent stroke, said his daughter,
Claudia Schuetz. He was 80.
“He was a pinot noir niche
person long before the movie
‘Sideways’ came along and everybody was demanding it,”
Schuetz said. “He didn’t jump on
a bandwagon. He was pushing it
from the very start.”
Schug came to California
in the late 1950s after growing
up on a pinot vineyard in Germany’s Rhine River Valley. He
worked for wine giant Julio Gallo, sourcing grapes in Sonoma,
Napa and Mendocino counties
before joining Joseph Phelps of
Napa Valley, where he helped
create the iconic Insignia blend.
Schug continued to champion
pinot after Phelps abandoned
it, growing it on a small plot his
boss gave him, before founding
his own winery, Schug Carneros
Estate, in 1980.
He went on to specialize in
pinot while also producing
chardonnay, Riesling and other
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