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200,500 mail-in ballots arriving soon

Even though polls do not open 
for nearly a month, the election 
is getting underway in Sonoma 
County this week.

County officials are sending 
out some 200,500 mail-in ballots 
for the Nov. 8 election, with the 
bulk of  those sent Tuesday, ac-

cording to Elizabeth Acosta, the 
county’s chief  deputy registrar 
of  voters.

Voters should start seeing 
ballots arrive in their mailboxes 
by this weekend or early next 
week. Voters who don’t receive 
their mail-in ballots by Oct. 20 
should call the registrar’s office, 
Acosta said.

With ballots going out, expect 
them to be followed in close or-
der by a deluge of  campaign 
mailers, robo-calls and TV com-
mercials seeking to influence 
your vote.

Some voters have already re-
turned their ballots, but most 
will cast their votes in the final 
two weeks before Election Day. 
The size of  this year’s ballot, 
which features 17 statewide 
measures alone, could also play 
a role in the timing.

“This is a big ballot,” Acosta 
said. “That could cause people 
to want to take a little more 
time. Or, on the flip side, peo-
ple may have very well-formed 
opinions of  what they think, so 

County absentee voters 
already turning in 
their big decisions
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Newsom 
backs 
state pot 
initiative

California Lt. Gov. Gavin 
Newsom might seem an unlike-
ly choice to be campaigning for 
marijuana legalization, given 
that he doesn’t like pot and says 
he’s never tried it.

“I’m not pro-marijuana. I’m 
just vehemently anti-prohibi-
tion,” Newsom said Tuesday.

Newsom, a prime proponent 
for Prop. 64, the November state 
ballot initiative that would legal-

ize adult rec-
reational uses 
of  marijuana, 
said it’s funda-
mentally about 
social justice.

“To me this is 
about black and 
brown folks. 
This is about 
poor folks be-
ing targeted,” 

he said of  the disproportionate 
number of  marijuana-related 
arrests among minorities.

He cited statistics showing 
more than 8,800 arrests for 
non-violent marijuana felonies 
last year in California, saying, 
“We are still arresting and in-
carcerating folks that don’t look 
like me.”

Newsom’s comments came 
during a meeting with The 
Press Democrat editorial board 
in which he spent more than 
hours discussing cannabis le-
galization. Polls show the mea-
sure has a strong likelihood of  
approval next month.

Newsom, a former San Fran-
cisco mayor and a candidate 
for governor in 2018, has been 
on the forefront of  social issues 
like gay marriage, which he au-
thorized in San Francisco years 

Lieutenant governor 
says he wants to stop  
cannabis-related arrests
By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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From left, 
Sharon Ste-
vens, Deverick 
Landrum and 
Melissa Sadler 
return voting 
booths used 
by Piner High 
School students 
Tuesday to the 
Registrar of 
Voters office in 
Santa Rosa.
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Gavin
Newsom
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Giants backup catcher Trevor Brown, center, consoles third baseman Conor Gillaspie after San Francisco was eliminated from the playoffs Tuesday 
night at AT&T Park. San Francisco lost to the Chicago Cubs  in four games. See more coverage on C1.

The magic vanishes

SAN FRANCISCO — Through 
11  postseason series over a seven-year 
stretch, the Giants did nothing but win 
in October. They stormed to World Se-
ries championships in 2010, 2012 and 
2014, and looked like they might be 
heading down that road again after 
knocking off the Mets in this year’s 
wild-card round.

Tuesday, the unthinkable happened 
at AT&T Park. Poised to send this Na-
tional League Division Series back to 
Chicago, the Giants imploded in the 
ninth inning, losing their grasp on a  
5-2 lead and falling 6-5 to the Cubs, who 
advance to the NL Championship Series.

An hour after the game, no orange 

remained in the stands. Only a small 
but happily vocal contingent of  Cubs 
fans remained. They waved signs and 
chanted for their heroes, just as the Gi-
ants had done while winning the World 
Series in enemy parks in Texas, Detroit 
and Kansas City.

“It kind of  gives you an empty stom-
ach to go out like this,” San Francisco 
manager Bruce Bochy said. “But these 
guys, last two weeks have been playoff 
games, they played their hearts out. 
And it’s a tough way to go out.”

The spell of  even-year success has 
been broken. But with young standouts 
and newfound heroes like Johnny Cue-
to, Joe Panik and Conor Gillaspie, the 
Giants think they’ll be in the mix again. 
Who knows, maybe they can start a run 
of  odd-year triumphs.

By PHIL BARBER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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The Chicago Cubs celebrate after advancing to the 
National League Championship Series.

SANTA ANA — Vicente 
Sarmiento remembers when 
the local Republican Party 
here posted uniformed guards 
at polling stations in a close-
ly fought state Assembly race 
three decades ago, and they 
hoisted signs in English and 
Spanish warning that nonciti-
zens were prohibited from vot-
ing. The guards were removed 
after state elections officials 
threatened legal action.

Such tactics would never take 
place today in this city 35 miles 

southeast of  Los Angeles, where 
Sarmiento is now the mayor 
pro tem. All seven members 
of  the City Council, including 
Sarmiento, are Latino, as are 
78 percent of  the 343,000 people 
who live here.

These days, Santa Ana stands 
as the face of  a new Califor-
nia, a state where Latinos have 
more influence in everyday life 
— electorally, culturally and de-
mographically — than almost 
anywhere else in the country.

There are limits to the trans-
formation here, both in eco-
nomics, where Latinos still lag 
far behind the state as a whole, 
and in politics, where remark-

able gains in Latino power have 
not yet translated to the most 
powerful statewide offices. But 
the Latino progress in this state 
offers a glimpse of  how much of  
the country will probably look 
in coming decades.

Immigrants living illegally in 
California are entitled to driv-
er’s licenses. Their children can 
receive state-funded health in-
surance. Local law enforcement 
officials generally do not pro-
vide information to federal im-
migration authorities, as they 
do in many other parts of  the 
country. On a smaller, if  no less 

City at center of state’s Latino reshaping
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By ADAM NAGOURNEY 
AND JENNIFER MEDINA
NEW YORK TIMES
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Arturo Martinez plays a Mexican 
folk song during a celebration and 
dedication of a mural in Santa Ana 
on Sept. 3


