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Raging infernos
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A San Diego Cal Fire firefighter monitors a flare up at the head of the Nuns fire on Wednesday off High Road above the Sonoma Valley.

Unpredictable wildfires prompted 
new evacuation orders and advisories 
Wednesday for thousands of  residents 
in Sonoma and Napa counties as shifting 
winds frustrated firefighters attempting 
for a third day to get a handle on deadly 
blazes, which under windier conditions 
once again threatened more urban areas.

Flames encroached on the historic 
town of  Sonoma, prompting crews to 
plow a protective barrier around the his-
toric General Vallejo home and sending 
deputies with loudspeakers to the central 
plaza, shouting warnings to leave.

In Calistoga, police went door to door, 
ordering the town’s 5,000 residents to get 
out. The escape for some was along roads 
walled by flames. Late Wednesday, the 
city was the only community in the re-
gion entirely under a mandatory evacua-
tion order. 

 Firefighters attacked trouble spots in 
eastern Santa Rosa — in Bennett Val-
ley, Oakmont and Trione-Annadel State 
Park, which together generated a tower-
ing plume that could be seen late Wednes-
day across the Bay Area.

To the north, residents of  Geyserville 
evacuated as firefighters braced for a 
tough battle into the night on a blaze 
burning in the Mayacamas Mountains. 

Among the biggest fears was that one 
or more of  the fires could merge amid 
overnight winds, creating a monster in-
ferno.

“There are number of  fires burning out 
of  control right now,” said Todd Derum, 
division chief  for Cal Fire’s Sonoma 
County division. “All of  them have a po-

Winds pick up, 
threaten more 
urban areas
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ONLINE: STAY UP TO DATE ON FIREFIGHTING EFFORTS AND EVACUATIONS AND SEE MORE PHOTOS AND VIDEO AT PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM
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TRACKING 
FIRES’ TOLL 
Several fires were  
uncontrolled 
Wednesday. A red 
flag warning 
remains in effect 
until 5 p.m. today for 
low humidity and 
strong winds.

23
People confirmed 
dead

285
People reported 
missing

315
Missing persons 
located

140,000
Overall acreage 
burned

30,000
Total structures 
threatened

73
Number of 
firefighting 
aircraft deployed

50 MPH
Strongest expected 
wind gusts for 
today

On a Wednesday when four fires men-
aced Sonoma Valley communities socked 
in by noxious yellow smoke, thousands of  
residents fretted a fateful deci-
sion: Should I stay, or should I 
go?

The fires burned across near-
ly 42 square miles in the lush, 
rolling landscape, impacting 
Oakmont south through the 
Valley of  the Moon, to Agua 
Caliente and Boyes Hot Springs 
and into Sonoma, estates and 
vineyards as well as the work-
ing-class communities, all 
home to thousands of  people, 
many employed by the prized Sonoma and 
Napa wine industry.

Entire streets in Glen Ellen and Ken-
wood had been scorched to the ground 
since the fires started Sunday night. Since 
then, fire in Trione-Annadel State Park 

burned toward Oakmont, destroying at 
least two homes. Thousands of  households 
in Agua Caliente and Boyes Hot Springs 
were urged by officials to leave. Deputies 
drove cruisers around Sonoma Plaza with 
sirens, loudspeakers blaring: “The fire is 

on its way, get out” as ash fell 
from the sky.

“I’m feeling it now, this is 
pretty grave,” said Todd Free-
man, 48, of  Sonoma, who with 
his son loaded groceries into 
his truck at the Sonoma Safe-
way parking lot at the corner 
of  3rd and Main streets. “The 
scale of  what happened in San-
ta Rosa. Seeing my neighbor 
with the sprinkler on his roof. 
The tightness in my chest from 

breathing the air.”
And still. So many questions. What to 

pack? Where to go? Should we go?
In Agua Caliente, thick smoke hung in 

Residents told to leave as 
fires threaten Sonoma Valley
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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The Tubbs fire at its origin at the Napa/Sonoma County line continues to burn Wednesday.
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