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David Ortega, left, and Jorgio Gonzalez harvest marijuana on Oct. 4 at SPARC’s Terra Luna Farms in Glen Ellen.

Green harvest

The pungent smell of  cannabis plant-
ed on this west-facing hillside in the 
Sonoma Valley mixed with the odors 

of  damp volcanic soil, aromatic pine and 
cattle musk from a herd watching over a 
calf  crying for its mother. 

A five-person farm crew cut down 
the plastic trellis holding up marijuana 
stalks laden with dense colas of  Purple 
Punch, among the earliest flowers to 
ripen at this nearly 700-plant, one-acre 
biodynamic cannabis plot run by Terra 

Luna Farms in Glen Ellen. 
They cut down the stalks, piled them 

onto carts and wheeled them to a small 
truck parked at the end of  the row — a 
haul that will ultimately end up on the 
shelves as flowers or infused products at 
SPARC’s four dispensaries in Sonoma and 
San Francisco counties. 

Growing cannabis lawfully under the 
sun on the North Coast is a risky gambit 
for farmers, who must bear the high costs 
of  new regulations, compete with compa-
nies growing pot in urban warehouses or 

MARIJUANA » BOUNTIFUL CROP

Legal outdoor yield estimated at $474M per year, based on current value
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Jorgio Gonzalez cuts a branch off a marijuana 
plant for harvest Oct. 4.

Water 
now OK 
to drink,  
city says

Water in Santa Rosa’s fire-rav-
aged Fountaingrove neigh-
borhood is safe for drinking 
and bathing, city officials said 
Thursday.

The city lifted the water qual-
ity advisory in place since the 
historic Tubbs wildfire in Octo-
ber 2017 melted water pipes in 
the hilly neighborhood and con-
taminated sections of  the water 
system with benzene, which can 
cause cancer. 

Residents living in the adviso-
ry area of  Fountaingrove, where 
about 1,600 homes burned in the 
most destructive fire in Califor-
nia history, will get individual 
notices from the city about the 
water safety.

Recent water tests in the 
neighborhood showed traces of  
benzene, but at levels lower than 
state-mandated safety limits. 
The city said in a statement “the 
water continues to meet all state 
and federal standards for safe 
drinking water.”

Water testing will continue 
for at least a year to ensure safe 
water conditions, city officials 
said. Jennifer Burke, the city’s 
deputy director of  water re-
sources, said the city will con-
tinue sharing with residents the 
results from subsequent tests.

Sampling from 65 fire hy-
drants and three water sample 
stations will occur every two 
weeks for two months, Burke 
said. After that, as long as the 
water shows no contamination, 
Burke said sampling will be 
done monthly for three months, 
then twice more in the next six 
months.

City utility crews have re-
placed water lines to more than 
350 properties in Fountaingrove 
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Quality advisory had 
been in place since  
Tubbs fire melted pipes
By WILL SCHMITT
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

FOUNTAINGROVE

Domestic disinformation on the rise
SAN FRANCISCO — When 

Christine Blasey Ford testified 
before Congress last month 
about Justice Brett M. Kavana-
ugh’s alleged sexual assault, a 
website called Right Wing News 
sprang into action on Facebook.

The conservative site, run by 
blogger John Hawkins, had cre-
ated a series of  Facebook pages 
and accounts over the last year 

under many names, according 
to Facebook.

After Blasey testified, Right 
Wing News posted several false 
stories about her — including 
the suggestion that her lawyers 
were being bribed by Democrats 
— and then used the network of  
Facebook pages and accounts 
to share the pieces so that they 
proliferated online quickly, so-
cial media researchers said.

The result was a real-time 
spreading of  disinformation 

started by Americans, for Amer-
icans.

What Right Wing News did 
was part of  a shift in the flow 
of  online disinformation, false-
hoods meant to mislead and 
inflame. In 2016, before the pres-
idential election, state-backed 
Russian operatives exploited 
Facebook and Twitter to sway 
voters in the United States with 
divisive messages. Now, weeks 
before the midterm elections 
on Nov. 6, such influence cam-

paigns are increasingly a do-
mestic phenomenon fomented 
by Americans on the left and 
the right.

“There are now well-devel-
oped networks of  Americans 
targeting other Americans with 
purposefully designed manipu-
lations,” said Molly McKew, an 
information warfare research-
er at the New Media Frontier, a 
firm that studies social media.

By SHEERA FRENKEL
NEW YORK TIMES
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MEXICO BEACH, Florida — 
The scope of  the devastation 
brought by Hurricane Michael 
came into sobering focus on 
Thursday as rescue workers 
searched a ruined landscape 
of  splintered homes, toppled 

trees and upended vehicles that 
stretched across much of  the 
Florida Panhandle.

The seaside community 
of  Mexico Beach, where the 
storm made landfall, was a flat-
tened wreck. Across the small 
sport-fishing town, piers and 
docks were destroyed, fishing 
boats were piled crazily on shore 
and townspeople wandered the 
streets in horror and wonder.

“These were all block and 
stucco houses — gone,” said 
Tom Bailey, the former may-
or. “The mother of  all bombs 

doesn’t do any more damage 
than this.”

And while Mexico Beach was 
the hardest hit, much of  the 
Florida Panhandle was a land-
scape of  collapsed buildings and 
compromised roads and water 
systems. 

Rescue teams evacuated hos-
pitals, searched rubble for sur-
vivors and dropped emergency 
supplies from helicopters.

The storm’s rage spread 
across six states, and well more 

At least 6 dead in hurricane’s wake
Florida Panhandle reels, 
searches underway as 
seaside towns flattened
By RICHARD FAUSSET  
AND ALAN BLINDER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Destruction 
is seen 
Thursday in 
the aftermath 
of Hurricane 
Michael in 
Mexico Beach, 
Florida. Rows 
of homes were 
smashed to 
pieces.
GERALD HERBERT  
ASSOCIATED PRESS


