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Healdsburg halts over-21 tobacco law
A LOOK AT 
OTHER AREAS
Santa Clara is the 
only county to raise 
the age for buying 
tobacco to 21. 
New York is among 
East Coast cities that 
also have raised the 
age to 21.
Four states require 
that buyers be at least 
19. Hawaii this year 
raised the age to 21 
to take effect in 2016.

BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat

GETTING OUT: Betty Simon and daughter-in-law Laurie Sloan pack up belongings after Simon’s The Village apartment in Santa Rosa was damaged by fire.

Displaced by blaze

Electrical issue likely to blame for SR apartment fire that left dozens homeless

Jason Rezaian

Iran finds 
journalist 
guilty in 

espionage

Washington Post correspon-
dent Jason Rezaian, impris-
oned in Tehran for more than 
14 months, has been convicted 
following an 
espionage trial 
that ended in 
August, Ira-
nian media 
reported on 
Monday. The verdict — belated 
and opaque — was strongly con-
demned by the journalist’s fam-
ily and colleagues, as well as the 
U.S. government.

State-run TV and the ISNA 
news agency both quoted Ghol-
am Hossein Mohseni-Ejei, a 
spokesman for Tehran’s Revolu-
tionary Court, saying Rezaian, 
39, had been found guilty. But 
Ejei offered no specifics on what 
charges and whether a sentence 
has been imposed.

“He has been convicted, but I 
don’t have the verdict’s detail,” 
said Ejei, a hard-liner and for-
mer prosecutor who criticized 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif  for shaking hands 
with President Barack Obama 
during a chance encounter at 
the United Nations last month, 
comparing the gesture to con-
sorting with the enemy.

Rezaian faced four charges — 
the most serious of  which was 
espionage. The judge who heard 

Gary Goss was looking to downsize when he 
and his wife, Susan, sold their Healdsburg 
house of  15 years this summer and moved 

into a rented apartment in west Santa Rosa.
The retired couple pared down their lives’ pos-

sessions, holding onto essentials such as keep-
sakes from Gary Goss’s career as an English 
professor and cherished paintings from his days 
in New York.

But fate and an apparent electrical malfunc-
tion conspired to take those things, too. Fire 
swept through an inner wall of  the 12-unit build-

Family, US government 
condemn verdict as details 
on charges, sentence scarce

By CAROL MORELLO 
and WILLIAM BRANIGIN

WASHINGTON POST

Healdsburg is suspending its 
groundbreaking law that raised the 
minimum age for buying tobacco 
from 18 to 21 years of  age, in order 
to avoid a costly legal battle that it 
might lose.

Threatened with litigation by a 

tobacco retailers’ association, the 
city has backed down from enforc-
ing its first-in-the-state ordinance 
prohibiting merchants from provid-
ing tobacco or smoking parapher-
nalia to anyone under 21.

On Monday, the city’s code en-
forcement officer hand-delivered 
notices to the city’s approximate 15 
tobacco retailers informing them 
they may sell to anyone at least 18 
years of  age, in line with state law.

The City Council’s decision to 
suspend the over-21 requirement, 
which was tentatively reached 
during a closed session last week, 

was “based on the fact we are go-
ing to be threatened by a lawsuit 
by NATO (National Association of  
Tobacco Outlets),” Mayor Shaun 
McCaffery said Monday.

Healdsburg’s decision has impli-
cations for other local governments 
that have raised the minimum age 
for purchase or are considering do-
ing so.

Santa Clara County, the only 
county to raise the age to 21, also re-
ceived a warning from the tobacco 
retailers organization, as did Berke-
ley, which was considering a simi-
lar move.

In October of  last year, Healds-
burg became the first and so far 
only city in California to raise the 
minimum age for buying tobacco, 
despite warnings from retailers that 
state law preempts local govern-
ments from raising the purchase 
age above the state-established 
minimum of  18. The Healdsburg or-
dinance didn’t take effect until July 
of  this year, in part to give retailers 
time to prepare for it.

The push to raise the minimum 
age for buying tobacco is also part 
of  recent legislation proposed 

City backs off from enforcing 
minimum age after retailers 

group threatens to sue
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“If you count smoke damage, we lost about 80 percent of everything we owned.”
GARY GOSS, resident of The Village apartments in Santa Rosa

BATTLING BLAZE: Firefighters work 
the scene of a fire Sunday at The Village 
apartments in Santa Rosa. About 30 
residents were displaced by the fire.
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TRIBAL PROJECT WEIGHED: 
Windsor set to again wade 
into contentious housing 
project plans / B1
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Apartment
complex fire

JEFF KAN LEE / For The Press Democrat
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NaggiNg Helps save Water
SAN FRANCISCO

Californians sharply cut 
water use this summer, 
prompting state officials 

to credit their new conservation 
policies and the sting of  thou-
sands of  warnings and penalties 
that they had issued to people 
for overuse.

But the most effective enforc-
ers may be closer to home: the 
domestic water police.

They are the moms and dads, 
spouses and partners, children, 

even co-workers and neighbors 
who are quick to wag a finger 
when they spot people squan-
dering moisture, such as a fau-

cet left running 
while they’re 
brushing their 
teeth, or using 
too much water 
to clean dinner 

plates in the sink. And showers? 
No lingering allowed.

So discovered Dick Allen, 
a retired businessman in San 
Francisco, who tells of  getting 
busted recently by his wife. 

MAX WHITTAKER / New York Times 

J S Gilbert of San Francisco installed a low-flow 
toilet after a friend repeatedly told him his old 
one wasted water.TURN TO WATER, PAGE A6

By MATT RICHTEL
NEW YORK TIMES

Badgering 
by family, 

friends more 
effective 

deterrent to 
waste than 
penalties 
levied by 

state
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