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EVENTS DISRUPTED BY BLAZES: Fires have 
forced organizers to postpone or cancel key 
activities for this weekend and beyond / D1
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A Cal Fire air tanker makes a drop on the Pocket fire Thursday as the pilot protects structures on the Hawkeye Ranch off Geyers Road above Geyserville.

Crews make gains, 
but siege continues

ONLINE: STAY UP TO DATE ON FIREFIGHTING EFFORTS AND EVACUATIONS AND SEE MORE PHOTOS AND VIDEO AT PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

The grim search for victims of  
deadly fires laying waste to large 
areas of  the North Bay continued 
Thursday, raising the death toll to 
31 people from wildfires in Northern 
California.

Seventeen of  
the dead were 
found in Sono-
ma County — 
all residents at 
home when they 
died, except for 
one victim who 
was vacation-
ing with family 
in the area and 
lived in Southern California, Sheriff 
Rob Giordano said. 

They include three couples 
long-married and in their twi-
light years who died together as 
wind-driven flames from the now 
nearly 35,000-acre Tubbs fire swept 
upon them overnight. One person 
also was found outside a car, Giorda-
no said.

The deaths in the Tubbs fire have 
been discovered throughout the 
fire’s reach, including the Lark-
field-Wikiup area, up along Mark 
West Springs Road, in urban Coffey 
Park and the Journey’s End Mobile 

Firefighters gained ground 
Thursday against the epic fires 
raging in Sonoma and Napa coun-
ties, benefiting in part from a break 
in the wind and the marshaling of  
emergency resources streaming 
in from across the country and be-
yond.

But a number of  blazes continued 
to burn out of  control, threatening 
the towns of  Calistoga, Geyserville, 
Sonoma and southern Lake County 
in what is expected to be among the 
worst — and is now the deadliest — 
wildfire disaster in state history.

Forecasts of  isolated gusts to-
night of  up to 60 mph stoked fears 
of  another firestorm this weekend  
— a replay of  the nightmare late 
Sunday that propelled flames from 
Napa County into Santa Rosa — 
10  miles in six hours — killing at 
least 17 people in Sonoma County 
and destroying 2,840 homes in the 
city alone.

Santa Rosa Mayor Chris Coursey 
called it a “serious blow” to the 
city’s sense of  safety and normalcy. 
In addition to homes, he said the 
city lost more than 400,000 square 
feet of  commercial space as dozens 
of  businesses burned to the ground.

“We have all suffered trauma 
here and we’re going to be a long 
time in recovering from this inci-
dent,” Coursey said at a Thursday 
news conference.

Fires across a large swath of  
Northern California this week have 
burned more than 180,000 acres and 

claimed 31 lives. Their causes re-
main under investigation.

A total damage estimate has not 
been released but Congress added 
$1 billion to a $19 billion aid pack-
age destined for national hurricane 
and fire relief. Rep. Mike Thomp-
son, D-St. Helena, said the extra 
money was in direct response to 
“the devastation of  these fires.”

Thousands of  people across the 
North Bay remained under man-
datory evacuation orders as five 
fires raged, consuming a combined 
68,726 acres.

By Thursday night, the largest 
blaze in Sonoma County, the Tubbs 

Couples, 
teenager 
among 
victims

Evacuation orders still in 
place; more winds expected
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Firefighters from Vernon in Los Angeles County assess the fire along Lovall 
Valley Road on Thursday in Sonoma.
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TRACKING FIRES’ TOLL 
Several fires were uncontrolled Thursday. 
Winds and lower humidity levels have 
prompted a warning of elevated fire dan-
ger from 5 p.m. today to 11 p.m. Saturday.
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