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Deaths rise in Michael’s wake

Council 
hopefuls 
address 
SR voters

In preparation for Santa 
Rosa’s first election featuring 
district representation, a candi-
dates’ forum for the City Coun-
cil on Friday night featured 
civility and a modicum of  agree-
ment among the contenders on 
such issues as homelessness, 
affordable housing and climate 
change.

The five candidates seeking 
two seats didn’t criticize one 
another in the forum sponsored 
by the League of  Women Vot-
ers of  Sonoma County. Instead, 
they used their time to explain 
their reasons for running, their 
philosophies and their fitness 
for office.

Three candidates for the Dis-
trict 4 seat covering central and 
north Santa Rosa highlighted 
the challenges resulting from 
the 2017 North Bay wildfires and 
the important role the council 

PANAMA CITY, Florida — It was two days after 
Hurricane Michael, and Eddie Foster was push-
ing his mother in a wheelchair down a thoroughly 
smashed street, his face creased with a concen-
trated dose of  the frustration and fear that has 
afflicted much of  the Florida Panhandle since the 
brutal storm turned its coast to rubble.

He was in a working-class neighborhood called 
Millville, where many residents said they were 
becoming desperate for even basic necessities. 

Foster, 60, and his 99-year-old mother had no car, 
no electricity. The food had spoiled in his refriger-
ator. The storm had ripped off large sections of  his 
roof. He had no working plumbing to flush with. 
No water to drink. And as of  Friday afternoon, he 
had seen no sign of  government help.

“What can I do?” he said. “I’m not angry. I just 
want some help.”

This was the problem that government officials 
were racing to solve Friday, as desperation grew 
in and around Panama City under a burning sun. 
Long lines formed for gas and food, and across the 
battered coastline, those who were poor, trapped 
and isolated sent out pleas for help.

It would take time to reach everyone. Yet the 
Panama City area, one of  those hit hardest by 
Hurricane Michael, grew into a whirring hive of  

HURRICANE » Florida residents 
increasingly desperate for food and 
shelter; at least 16 are dead
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NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO MICHAEL » PAGE A6

By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO FORUM » PAGE A7

VOTE 2018

DAVID GOLDMAN / ASSOCIATED PRESS

South Florida urban search and rescue specialist Chris Boyer removes a 
damaged American flag from a downed pole Friday in Mexico Beach.
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La Rae and Leo Lefor, both 84, moved into their rebuilt home on Wallace Road in Santa Rosa last week. The home they had lived in on their  
26 acres of land for over 40 years burned in the Tubbs fire. 

Rebuilding together
A couple for 70 years, La Rae and Leo Lefor are the first on their road 
to complete construction on their home after the Tubbs fire destroyed it

La Rae and Leo Lefor stood in the din-
ing area of  their newly rebuilt house 
outside Santa Rosa on Monday, one 

year after the historic Tubbs fire leveled 
the home they built on the same rural Rin-
con Valley area property decades ago.

As La Rae walked through the room using 
a cane, the 84-year-old Wallace Road resident 
paused briefly to say Oct. 8 was a significant 
date long before she became a survivor of  
California’s most destructive wildfire.

On the same day 70 years earlier, Leo 
asked her to go steady with him. La Rae 
and Leo were freshmen at Analy High 
School in Sebastopol. They married five 
years later in 1953.

“We did not want this to be a double 
anniversary,” La Rae said.

“But that’s the way it goes, I guess,” Leo, 
also 84, promptly added.

Since they first became a couple on 
Oct. 8, 1948, the Lefors have overcome 
numerous obstacles, including repeated 
separations while Leo served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps for three years. For La Rae, 
the loneliness she felt then was even more 
painful than losing the house she lived in 
for more than 40 years.

“His being in the service was the worst 
time in my life,” she said.

After the fire wiped out the Lefors’ 
house, along with 5,300 others in Sonoma 
County, La Rae and Leo didn’t expect to be 
living in a new one-story home there less 
than a year later. They were particularly 

discouraged after seeing it take months 
just to get the rubble cleared from their 
burned home.

But thanks to a fateful decision they 
made while evacuating in October 2017 
and the determined work of  a general con-
tractor determined to help them get back 
on their feet as quickly as possible, the 
Lefors are among the first fire survivors in 
their area to finish rebuilding.

Nine other Wallace Road homes de-
stroyed by the fire are under construction 

and owners of  four more have been issued 
building permits, according to Sonoma 
County permit data. The Lefors are the 
only ones on the road to have completed 
home construction.

La Rae is grateful to be out of  the motor 
home she and Leo lived in on their 26-acre 
property during the rebuilding. Still, the 
transition has been tough.

“I’m having a hard time with the house, 
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La Rae and Leo Lefor’s home along Wallace Road in Santa Rosa has been rebuilt using the  
original plans the Lefors drew up more than 40 years ago. 

Mixed 
signals in 
cardinal’s 
departure

VATICAN CITY — Pope Fran-
cis on Friday accepted the res-
ignation of  Cardinal Donald 
Wuerl, the archbishop of  Wash-
ington, a moment many victims 
of  clerical abuse had hoped 
would demonstrate his commit-
ment to hold bishops account-
able for mismanaging cases of  
sexual misconduct.

But instead of  making an ex-
ample of  Wuerl, who was named 
in a recent Pennsylvania grand 
jury report that accused church 
leaders of  covering up abuse, 
Francis held him up as a mod-
el for the future unity of  the 
Roman Catholic Church. The 
pope cited Wuerl’s “nobility” 
in volunteering to resign and 
announced that the 77-year-old 
prelate would stay on as the 
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