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Clinton, Sanders spar in a sharp debate

JOHN LOCHER / Associated Press

Hillary Rodham Clinton laughs with Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., during 
the Democratic presidential primary debate Tuesday in Las Vegas.

Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
seeking to stem the momentum 
of  her insurgent challenger, 
Sen. Bernie Sanders of  Ver-
mont, aggressively questioned 
his values, positions and voting 
history in the first Democrat-
ic debate on Tuesday night, 

turning a showdown that was 
expected to emphasize her char-
acter into a forceful referendum 
on his record.

In a series of  sometimes bit-
ing exchanges, Clinton declared 
that Sanders was misguided in 
his handling of  crucial votes 
on gun control and even in his 
grasp of  how essential capital-
ism is to the American identity. 
Mocking Sanders’ admiration 
for the health care system of  
Denmark, she interrupted a 
moderator to offer a stinging 
assessment of  his logic, suggest-
ing he was unprepared to grap-
ple with the realities of  govern-

ing a capitalist superpower.
“I love Denmark,” Clinton 

said, with a wry smile. “We are 
not Denmark. We are the United 
States of  America.”

The crowd erupted in ap-
plause.

A few moments later, Clinton 
took aim at what may be Sand-
ers’ greatest vulnerability with 
the Democratic left, asking why 
he had voted to shield gun mak-
ers and dealers from liability 
lawsuits. 

Sanders, who linked his re-
cord on gun control to his repre-
sentation of  a rural state, called 

Front-runner turns up heat 
in first showdown among 

Democratic candidates

By MICHAEL BARBARO 
and AMY CHOZICK
NEW YORK TIMES
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In search of water, more animals dying on roads

California’s record-breaking drought 
is responsible for low reservoirs, dried-
up creeks and parched, brown hillsides. 
But the most grisly toll can be seen on 
Sonoma County’s busiest roads: dead an-
imals.

A growing number of  animals are be-
ing struck by cars on roads in Sonoma 
County and other parts of  California, ac-
cording to university researchers and lo-

cal agencies responsible for dealing with 
the mess. 

The drought is driving animals closer 
to roadways and other populated areas 
in search of  water, said Fraser Shilling, 
co-director of  the Road Ecology Center 
at UC Davis. Roadsides often have more 
plant life than other areas due to rain 
runoff and nitrogen from car exhaust, 
which is necessary for plants to grow. 

“That’s a bad thing,” Shilling said, “be-
cause it’s exactly where you don’t want 
animals to hang out.”

Shilling runs the California Roadkill 
Observation System, which has tracked 
wild animals killed on the state’s roads 
for six years. The data collection system 
relies on private citizens’ observations 

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat 

County roads worker Benny Huerta loads a dead 
fawn into the back of a pickup on Watertrough 
Road in Sebastopol. TURN TO ANIMALS, PAGE A7
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LIVING WITH DROUGHT: 
Increase in roadkill is yet another  

unpleasant effect of state’s dry spell

No more 
payments 
for fetal 
tissue

NEW YORK — Responding to 
a furor over undercover videos, 
Planned Parenthood says it will 
maintain programs at some of  
its clinics that make fetal tissue 
available for research, but will 
cover the costs itself  rather than 
accepting any reimbursement.

Anti-abortion activists who 
recently released a series of  
covertly filmed videos have 
contended that Planned Par-
enthood officials sought profits 
from their programs providing 
post-abortion fetal tissue to re-
searchers. Planned Parenthood 
said the videos were deceptively 
edited and denied seeking any 
payments beyond legally per-
mitted reimbursement of  costs.

The new policy — forgoing 
even permissible reimburse-
ment — was outlined in a let-
ter sent Tuesday by Planned 
Parenthood’s president, Cecile 
Richards, to Francis Collins, the 
director of  the National Insti-
tutes of  Health.

“Planned Parenthood’s poli-
cies on fetal tissue donation al-
ready exceed the legal require-
ments,” Richards wrote. “Now 
we’re going even further in or-
der to take away any basis for 
attacking Planned Parenthood 
to advance an anti-abortion po-
litical agenda.”

The videos were released, 
starting in mid-July, by a 
group of  anti-abortion activists 
calling themselves the Center 
for Medical Progress. Activists 
posed as representatives of  a 
biomedical firm and sought to 
negotiate the purchase of  fetal 
organs from some Planned 

Planned Parenthood says it 
will cover costs of donation 
in wake of video controversy
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LESS FUEL FOR FIRES: Preserve technician Celeste Dodge, left, and volunteer David Allan cut branches off a felled Douglas fir on Saturday during a fire 
abatement workday at Pepperwood Preserve in Santa Rosa. Strategically reducing Douglas firs decreases fuel loads and aids growth of oak trees in the area.

Testing wildfire tools
Using federal grant, Pepperwood Preserve will study new ways  

to prevent and recover from large blazes in era of climate change, drought

A fter epic fires raged through Lake and Sonoma 
counties this summer, local nonprofit organiza-
tions and government agencies are teaming up 

to experiment with some innovative — and potentially 
controversial — tools to combat wildfires in an era of  
climate change and drought.

The federal Bureau of  Land Management recently 
awarded a $250,000 grant for the Pepperwood Founda-
tion in Sonoma County to study new ways to restore 
areas ravaged by flames and prevent future fires.

“Fire tends to change everything,” said James 

UNDETERRED: 
David Allan 
scales a fence 
hopper over 
barbed wire with 
Wendy Herniman, 
left, and Celeste 
Dodge looking 
on as they enter 
a wooded area 
to conduct fire 
abatement work 
at Pepperwood 
Preserve.
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