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Dylan first musician to win Nobel Prize

NEW YORK — Bob Dylan, Nobel 
laureate. In the book world’s equiv-
alent of  a Supreme Court ruling, the 
Nobel judges declared Thursday that 
Dylan is not just a rock star but a poet 
of  the very highest order.

Dylan, 75, becomes the first musi-
cian in the 115-year history of  the No-
bel to win the prize in literature. He 
was honored for “having created new 
poetic expressions within the great 
American song tradition.”

It is the ultimate ascension for the 
man who set off a lasting debate over 
whether lyrics, especially rock lyrics, 
can be regarded as art. Dylan, who 
gave the world “Like a Rolling Stone,” 
“Blowin’ in the Wind” and dozens of  
other standards, now finds himself  on 
a list that includes Samuel Beckett, 

Toni Morrison and T.S. Eliot, whom 
Dylan referred to in his epic song 
“Desolation Row.”

“Congratulations to one of  my fa-
vorite poets, Bob Dylan, on a well-de-
served Nobel,” tweeted President 
Barack Obama, who in 2012 presented 
the singer-songwriter with a Presiden-
tial Medal of  Freedom.

Dylan rarely gives interviews, and 
a representative said the star had no 
immediate comment. He is on tour 
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Bob Dylan performs Jan. 12, 2012 in Los Angeles. 
Dylan was named the winner of the 2016 Nobel Prize 
in literature Thursday.
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SMART launch likely to be delayed

The much-anticipated launch of  pas-
senger rail service on the North Coast in-
creasingly appears that it will be pushed 
back to 2017, a setback for rail agency 
officials and residents who’ve been eager-
ly waiting to board the green-and-gray 
trains.

SMART officials have expressed confi-

dence for more than a year that passen-
ger service along the 43-mile route from 
north Santa Rosa to downtown San Rafa-
el will start no later than December 2016, 
with the most optimistic forecasts calling 
for service by Labor Day.

But that timeline appears to be out the 
window as testing on the complex rail 
system continues. David Rabbitt, a Sono-
ma County supervisor and SMART direc-
tor, said passenger service is unlikely to 
start by the end of  the year.

“I think it will creep into next year,” 
Rabbitt said Thursday.

Jake Mackenzie, Rohnert Park’s vice 
mayor and a SMART director, said Thurs-

day it will be difficult for the rail agency 
to complete the requirements necessary 
to begin service by the end of  the year.

“Clearly, we’re starting to push the 
timeline at the moment,” Mackenzie said.

Farhad Mansourian, general manager 
of  Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit, did 
not respond to several emails and texts 
this week seeking comment. 

SMART officials earlier this year said 
they were hoping to begin simulated fare 
service along the route by mid-summer. 
That has yet to occur.

The rail agency announced Sept. 26 
that it was only then beginning to ramp 
up speeds on the rail cars during safety 

testing. But with 11 weeks left before the 
new year, officials have not pegged when 
the cars will be tested at their fullest ca-
pabilities. The 80-ton slope-nosed cars, 
called Diesel Multiple Units, run in pairs 
and are set to reach top speeds of  79 mph 
outside cities.

The ramifications of  a delayed launch 
were not immediately clear Thursday.

Sonoma and Marin voters in 2008 ap-
proved Measure Q, a sales tax funding 
the rail service. Anticipation is now pal-
pable as the rail cars make daily test runs 
up and down the line. The cost of  the ser-

SETBACKS » Rail agency not 
meeting December timeline; 
service may start in 2017
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Donald Trump

Trump 
alleges 
great 
‘pile-on’

Donald Trump issued a 
breathtaking call to arms Thurs-
day as he emphatically denied 
allegations that he groped and 

kissed multiple 
women without 
their consent, 
charging that his 
accusers were 
part of  a global 
conspiracy to ex-
tinguish his out-
sider movement.

Scrambling to 
turn around his 
floundering cam-
paign, Trump de-
clared war on the 
news media and 
m u l t i n at i o n a l 

corporations, alleging that they 
are colluding with Democratic 
nominee Hillary Clinton to or-
chestrate “the single greatest 
pile-on in history” and under-
mine his campaign, which he 
said was an “existential threat” 
to the global establishment.

“The Clinton machine is at the 
center of  this power structure,” 
the Republican nominee said 
at a rally in West Palm Beach, 
Florida. “Anyone who chal-
lenges their control is deemed a  

CAMPAIGN 2016 » Calls 
Clintons ‘criminals’; first 
lady blasts his behavior
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 ■Donald Trump 
and Michelle 
Obama crystalize 
the presidential 
race in two 
speeches / B1

 ■ Trump 
proposes radical 
change to stu-
dent loan debt 
/ B3
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Alex Ramos prepares a plate of Buffalo wings Thursday in the kitchen of Carmen’s Burger Bar in Santa Rosa.  

Rating system a go

Restaurants across Sonoma 
County have in recent months be-
gun prominently posting color-cod-
ed placards reflecting the results 
of  their latest health inspections, 
part of  a new grading system that 
appears to be working as county 
officials expected.

Over the first four months of  the 
new system, which began in June, 

county health inspectors issued 
more than 1,000 green “pass” plac-
ards, 25 yellow “conditional pass” 
placards and nine red placards, 
forcing businesses to temporarily 
close because of  an immediate 
threat to public health and safety. 

The results are generally consis-
tent with the findings of  a previous 
trial period that indicated 96.5 per-
cent of  eligible facilities would have 
received a green placard, 3 percent 
would have received a yellow 
placard and 0.5 percent would have 
received a red one.

“What we’re really beginning 
to see is, as the restaurants get 
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A green pass placard from County of Sonoma Environmental 
Health and Safety hangs in the front window of Carmen’s 
Burger Bar in Santa Rosa on Thursday.

Majority of eateries  
inspected since June get 
green cards; a few get red


