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SONOMA COUNTY »  
1 in 10 residents  
under evacuation

LAKE COUNTY »  
Tubbs fire moves north 
as crews race to stop it

SANTA ROSA »  
City reduces some 
evacuation orders

Redwood Valley Pomos 
rally to save community

Towns on edge as 
death toll climbs

Weary fire 
crews brace for 
overnight wind

The death toll continued its grim rise 
Friday across three counties, including 
Sonoma, where firefighters made prog-
ress in their fifth day battling unpredict-
able and dangerous blazes threatening 
communities stretching from Geyser-
ville in the north to eastern Santa Rosa 
and Sonoma in the south.

The daytime firefight played out under 
a foreboding blanket of  thick gray smoke 
that spread south across the entire Bay 
Area, turning the air fouler than it’s ever 
been. By nightfall, winds were predicted 
to pick up under deteriorating condi-
tions, with forecast gusts of  up to 50 mph 
— the strongest since the wind-whipped 
firestorm that began Sunday night.

As many as 50,000 people in Sonoma 
County — 10 percent of  the population 
— remained under evacuation orders.

Nineteen people have been reported 
dead in the county and 35 overall in four 
Northern California counties ravaged by 
wildfire since last weekend. In Mendoci-
no County, eight people have died, and 
the number of  victims in Napa and Yuba 
counties rose to four each on Friday. To-
gether, the disaster amounts to the dead-
liest group of  wildfires in state history.

Despite the major gains made by 
firefighters Friday, the expected winds 
could pose peril for urban and rural ar-
eas across the region. By 10:30 p.m., fire-
fighters were still bracing for the winds’ 
anticipated arrival. 

“They’re saying it’s going to be differ-

By GUY KOVNER  
AND RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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TRACKING 
FIRES’ TOLL 
As fires raged for a 
fifth day, overnight 
winds were expected 
to approach 50 mph. 
A brief look at the 
blazes.

50,000
Sonoma County 
residents under 
evacuation 

35
People confirmed 
dead in 4 counties 

235
People reported 
missing

92,370
Acres burned by 
fires in Sonoma 
County

$1.2B
Low estimate 
of damage in 
Santa Rosa

35,270
Acres burned  
by the Tubbs fire 

46,000
Acres burned by 
the Nuns fire
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Brian Williams’ family home, at the Redwood Valley Rancheria band of Pomo Indians, was 
destroyed Monday when the Redwood Complex fire swept through the area.

Redwood Valley was in a tornado of  
fire. Winds howled. Hillsides glowed.

Rudy Flores opened his eyes early Mon-
day and looked out the window. He was in 
the midst of  the cauldron. An inferno was 
bearing down on his Pomo Indian tribal 
neighborhood of  about 30 homes.

He ran outside.
“You could hear it roaring,” said the 

33-year-old distillery worker.
As kids and elders frantically packed 

into cars, and drove away with screeching 
tires, Flores and a handful of  other young 
Native American men stayed behind, get-
ting to work saving their community.

They commandeered a water truck 
and drove it house to house, drenching 
rooftops. Someone started a backhoe and 
carved a protec-
tive swath where 
the hillside sloped 
behind yards.

The men 
worked through 
the maelstrom 
without stopping. 
By morning, 
they’d saved all 
but three houses.

That same blaze, now known as the 
Redwood Valley Complex fire, has burned 

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Two Sonoma County Sheriff’s detectives search Friday for human remains in a home in Larkfield. Search teams, some with dogs and drones, spent hours scouring the landscape of the 
Journey’s End Mobile Home Park, largely reduced to ash early this week. The fires have left 235 people unaccounted for, Sheriff Rob Giordano said Friday evening at a press conference.
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