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WHAT A JOURNEY » Warriors 
president Rick Welts reflects on 
coming out, the Hall of Fame.   C1
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officials, Native 
Americans gather for 
cemetery restoration  
at Fort Ross.   A3
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Efforts 
to curb 
fraud 
on rise

Nine months after President 
Donald Trump was forced to 
dissolve a panel charged with 
investigating voter fraud, GOP 
officials across the country are 
cracking down on what they 
describe as threats to voting in-
tegrity — moves that critics see 
as attempts to keep some Amer-
icans from casting ballots in No-
vember’s elections.

In Georgia, election officials 
have suspended more than 
50,000 applications to regis-
ter to vote, most of  them for 
black voters, under a rigorous  
Republican-backed law that re-
quires personal information to 
exactly match driver’s license 
or Social Security records.

In Texas, the state attorney 
general has prosecuted near-
ly three dozen individuals on 
charges of  voter fraud this year, 
more than the previous five 
years combined.

And in North Carolina, a U.S. 
attorney and U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement is-
sued subpoenas last month de-
manding that virtually all voting 
records in 44 counties be turned 
over to immigration authorities 
within weeks — a move that was 
delayed after objections from 
state election officials.

Voting rights advocates said 
Republicans are seizing on spo-
radic voting problems in an effort 
to disenfranchise voters of  color.

In Georgia, several of  these 
groups filed a lawsuit Thurs-
day seeking to block the “exact 
match” registration law passed 
last year.

“The myth of  voter fraud is 
used by those who wish to cur-
tail the right to vote of  specific 
populations, usually minority 
voters,” said Ezra Rosenberg, an 
attorney for the Lawyers Com-
mittee for Civil Rights Under 
Law, a participant in the suit.

“Instead of  thinking up 
schemes to stop people from 

Rights advocates warn 
crackdown aims to keep 
minorities from polls 
By AMY GARDNER
WASHINGTON POST
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VOTE 2018 

State’s aging population 
comes with high costs 

SACRAMENTO — It was early in their 
courtship seven years ago when Manuel 
Villanueva warned his now-husband, “I 
come as a package of  three.”

The other parts of  that deal: his father, 
Ramon Villanueva, whose failing kid-
neys forced him to stop working, and his 
mother, Maria Guadalupe Olague.

Now they live as a family unit of  four — 
six, if  you count the cats — in a Highland 

Park two-bedroom apartment. As caring 
for his parents has increasingly taken 
a toll on his finances, time and psyche, 
Manuel Villanueva has taken up a matter- 
of-fact mantra to soldier on: “Adapt and 
understand your reality.”

California, too, must adapt to its re-
ality. The state’s long-held self-image 
— a blend of  Tomorrowland and Foun-
tain of  Youth — is colliding with the  
inescapable fact that the Golden State is 

By MELANIE MASON
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Surviving fire, cancer 
puts focus on present
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SR survivor to live in  
the moment / D1
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Two years before the Tubbs 
fire roared into her Foun-
taingrove neighborhood and 

destroyed her home on Palisades 
Way, Robyn West faced an even 
greater personal challenge that 
tested her will to live.

West already knew she was 
strong. People had told her so, ever 
since she was a child. But breast 
cancer confirmed it.

“The fire changed the course of  
my life, but fighting cancer was 
fighting for my life,” said West, 
who was diagnosed with triple neg-

ative breast cancer in 2015.
It was a fight she waged 

with 16 rounds of  chemo-
therapy, a lumpectomy 
and 33 rounds of  radiation. 
And it taught her two very 
important lessons: few 
things are as frightening as 
facing death. And nothing 
is as rewarding as surviv-
ing.

That perspective served 
her well during the fire.

“I have no regrets that we left 
everything behind,” said West, who 
manages direct-to-consumer sales 
at a large wine and alcoholic bev-
erage company. “I know that I got 

what was most important 
to me — my family and 
myself. Both cancer and 
the fire have reminded me 
to be present and not to 
worry about what’s com-
ing and what we missed.”

Like other cancer sur-
vivors, West has learned 
a number of  hard-fought 
lessons she wishes she had 
known back when she was 

first diagnosed. And like other can-
cer survivors, she’s eager to share 
her wisdom, hoping to make the 
journey less painful, frightening 

Fountaingrove woman’s sons gave her will to live through treatment 
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Susan Lowry discusses the challenges of taking care 
of her husband, Alan, 60, who has frontotemporal 
dementia on Sept. 14 at their home in Vista.

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Last year’s North Bay fires change the course of Robyn West’s life when her Fountaingrove house burned, but an even more difficult journey was 
the one that had her fighting for her life when she was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2015.  


