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BILLY THE KID PHOTOGRAPH: A $2 find at a 
Fresno junk store turns out to be, experts say, 
the “Holy Grail of  Western Americana” / A3
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MAKES A SPLASH 
IN WATER POLO
BENEFIELD: Goals aren’t hard to come by 
for Cardinal Newman senior Sports

FORT BRAGG BACKS DOWN
Eatery outcry quashes plastic push Empire

ASSAULT SUSPECT IN COURT
Man accused of 3 attacks in SR Empire

Valley fire losses reach $1.5B
MOST DAMAGING WILDFIRES

Here are the five most costly wildfires 
in the western United States.
Fire Year Losses*
1. Oakland Hills 1991 $2.67 billion
2. Witch 2007 $1.45 billion
3. Cedar 2003 $1.32 billion
4. Old 2003 $1.22 billion
5. Valley 2015 $925 million
*Estimated insured losses, in 2014 dollars
Sources: Property Casualty Insurers 
Association of America, Aon Benfield

North Bay Corp., which handles the recycling operations for all Sonoma County cities except Sonoma,  
accepts clean materials that fall into these categories:

Metal cans

Plastic containers 
and rigid  

plastic items

Glass bottles  
and jars

Milk cartons  
and juice boxes

Plastic bottles

Flattened  
cardboard and  

paper bags

Newspaper,  
magazines, office 

paper, phone books

UNACCEPTED  
MATERIALS

 ■ Household waste
 ■ Plastic bags, wrap-

ping films or utensils
 ■ Shredded paper
 ■ Ceramics
 ■ Styrofoam and 

packing peanuts

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

SORTING OUT GARBAGE: Workers remove plastic, pizza boxes and other waste materials Wednesday collected from single-stream blue recycling bins at the Empire 
Waste Management residential recycling facility in Santa Rosa. North Bay Corp., the county’s main hauler, is facing fines over gargage being included in recycling bins.

Stricter recycling rules
Facing scrutiny and fines from regulators over trash in reusable waste stream, 
county’s dominant garbage hauler cracking down on what’s put in blue bins 

Violent 
inmates 
long on 
fire lines

SACRAMENTO — About 
1,400 of  the state’s 3,700 inmate 
firefighters have previous con-
victions for violent offenses, 
California corrections officials 
said Wednesday, a stunning ac-
knowledgment from an agency 
that for years said only nonvio-
lent prisoners were allowed in 
the program.

The disclosure came two 
days after the Associated Press 
reported that the corrections 
department was considering ex-
panding the criteria for inmate 
firefighters to include those 
with some violent convictions 
and with more time left to serve 
on their sentences.

Department of  Corrections 
and Rehabilitation spokesman 
Jeffrey Callison said the depart-

Here’s a quick recycling quiz: 
Which of  the following items are ap-

propriate to put in local blue recycling 
bins? 

A. Pizza boxes 
B. Clean shredded paper
C. Consolidated plastic bags 
D. Coffee cup tops bearing a triangular recy-

clable symbol
The correct answer is: None of  above. 
Sonoma County’s dominant waste hauler 

is struggling to clean up its single-stream 
recycling program, and it’s tightening the rules 
on what is — and what is not — recyclable 
material. 

For years North Bay Corp. has been hesi-
tant to enforce recycling guidelines, urging 
residents to err on the side of  recycling, said 
Lou Ratto, chief  operating officer for the Ratto 
Group of  Companies, parent company of  the 
Santa Rosa garbage hauler.

But the company, under close scrutiny by 
local regulators and facing a tighter overseas 
market for recycled goods, says those days are 
over. 

Corrections officials admit 
prisoners have served since 
1990s; calls for investigation

By DON THOMPSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Valley fire that ravaged 
parts of  Lake County last month 
caused more than $1.5 billion in 
economic losses, making it the 
costliest wildfire since 2007 and 
one of  the largest in the state’s 

history, according to a prelimi-
nary estimate.

Insured losses from the fire 
that was sparked on Sept. 12 and 
not fully contained until Oct.  6 
will likely exceed $925  million, 
according to preliminary esti-
mates in a report by Aon Ben-
field, a division of  global insur-
ance giant Aon PLC. 

The fire destroyed 1,958  struc-
tures, according to Cal Fire, in-
cluding 1,280  homes, 27  multi-
family structures, 66 commercial 
properties and 585  other minor 

structures. Economic losses also 
include numerous cars and per-
sonal property that were dam-
aged or destroyed as a result of  
the fast-moving blaze, which 
killed four people and injured 
four firefighters.

“I would expect the insured 
loss to probably move up as 
more assessment is made,” said 
Steve Bowen, associate director 
at Aon Benfield.

In addition, damage to infra-
structure and government prop-
erty, along with other miscella-

neous costs, will total at least 
$575  million, according to the 
estimate.

For example, Lake County 
has paid out $366,000 in overtime 
to county workers as a result of  
the fire, Lake County Supervi-
sor Rob Brown said Wednesday. 
The county’s overall budget is 
$200 million. 

The preliminary numbers 
would place the Valley fire as the 
fifth most damaging U.S. wildfire 
in terms of estimated insured 

Early estimate ranks disaster 
in Lake County among most 
damaging blazes in state, US 

By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Sex-ed lesson: 
‘Yes means yes,’ 
 but it’s tricky

SAN FRANCISCO — The 
classroom of  10th-graders had 
already learned about sexually 
transmitted diseases and vari-
ous types of  birth control. On 
this day, teenagers gathered 
around tables to discuss anoth-
er topic: how and why to make 
sure each step in a sexual en-
counter is met with consent.

Consent from the person you 
are kissing — or more — is not 
merely silence or a lack of  pro-
test, Shafia Zaloom, a health 
educator at the Urban School 
of  San Francisco, told the stu-
dents. They listened with rapt 
attention, but several did not 
disguise how puzzled they felt.

“What does that mean — you 

By JENNIFER MEDINA
NEW YORK TIMES
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WHAT CAN BE RECYCLED IN SONOMA COUNTY?


